
CITY OF BLUE LAKE – MEASURE T 
NOVEMBER 4, 2014 ELECTION 

 
PROPOSED UTILITY USERS TAX 

FACT SHEET –FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
On November 4, 2014, residents of the City of Blue Lake will be asked to vote on 
Measure T. The specific question is: 

 
“To help ensure that the City of Blue Lake has the funds necessary to support the quality of 

life its residents have come to expect through such essential services as adequate law 

enforcement, park and recreation programs, and the maintenance and repair of local 

streets and public facilities, among others, shall the City place a four percent (4%) Utility 

Users Tax (Resolution No. 1033) on all electricity and gas usage in the City, beginning 

March 1, 2015, and automatically terminating five years later?” 

 

Q. What is Measure T all about? 
A. It is a 4% tax on gas and electric usage after March 1, 2015.  There is an 
exemption for CARE rate payers. 

 

Q. Is this a “high energy user” tax? 
A. No. 

 
Q. Is this tax permanent? 
A. No, it expires in five years. 

 
Q. When will this be decided?  By whom? 
A. At the regular City election on November 4, 2014 by those voting. 

 
Q. Who placed this measure on the ballot? 
A. The City Council took this action on May 13, 2014. 

 
Q. Why did the City Council take this action? 
A. Additional revenue is needed in the General Fund to support the quality of 
life City residents have come to expect. 

 
Q. What essential services are at risk? 
A. Essential services such as: 

 adequate law enforcement 

 parks and recreation programs 

 maintenance and repair of local streets and public facilities 

 other services supported by the General Fund 
 

(OVER) 



 
Q. How much will this tax raise? 
A. $38,000 annually, based on PG&E estimates. 

 
Q. How much of this tax goes to PG&E? 
A. None. All of the money will be used to support essential services in Blue Lake. 

 
Q. Where will this money go and how will it be utilized? 
A. The money will be spent by the City to support the essential services listed 
above. 

 
Q. What will the impact be upon the General Fund Budget? 
A. Even if Measure T passes, the City will still be in deficit spending and will draw 
$19,000 from reserves in the short term. City Council believes rental income due to 
Industrial Park growth will increase. 

 
Q. What if Measure T doesn’t pass? 
A. The City Council will consider reductions in services in law enforcement, parks 
and recreation, streets, public facilities, and other General Fund options. 

 
Q. What about increasing property taxes? 
A. Proposition 13 limits property taxes to no more than 1% of full cash value. 

 
Q. Are there other Revenue options? 
A. Unfortunately, no. Most cities have a large sales and/or hotel bed tax. Blue 
Lake does not. 

 
Q. How can I register to vote? 
A. Registration forms are available at Blue Lake City Hall, 111 Greenwood, Blue 
Lake, CA and/or the Humboldt County Elections office, 3033 H Street, Eureka, CA. 

 
Q. Where do I vote? 
A.  Skinner Store, 111 Greenwood, Blue Lake, CA adjacent to City Hall. 

 

Q. Where can I obtain more information? 
A.   (a) Attend a community information meeting at the Mad River Grange at 

7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays August 19th, September 16th and October 21st
 

(b)  Contact any Councilmember or the City Manager 
(c) Attend a City Council meeting on the second and fourth Tuesday of every 

month also held at Skinner Store. 
 
(This fact sheet is a public document prepared by the City of Blue Lake 8/29/14) 


