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What is Wayfinding? 

Wayfinding is an individual’s experience attempting to make their way through an 

unfamiliar environment.  When the information needed to navigate the environment is 

presented in a comprehensive, structured and aesthetically pleasing way, the unfamiliar 

quickly becomes comfortable and inviting. 

A successful wayfinding system manages this experience, using signage as a 

communication tool to not only facilitate access, but also to reflect the civic culture and 

complement the environment of its setting. 

  

  

Wayfinding in Blue Lake: 

The Future  

The new Wayfinding System for Blue  Lake can be 

designed to project a consistent image for the entire 

city—upon implementation, it can be a complete 

navigational system within the city’s boundaries. The 

benefits of such a system are many and include: 

Aesthetics 

Reduces visual clutter; allows cultural fabric of the city to 

shine through . 

Replaces multiple mismatched sign efforts with one 

comprehensive coordinated system that fits well with the 

city’s historic and eclectic character.  

Environment and Safety 

Directs cars to appropriate traffic routes and parking, 

eliminates circling to look for parking or destination. 

  

Promotes walking, biking, and other forms of travel &  

reduces driver confusion. 

Economic Development  

Establishes a comprehensive strategy to improve 

pedestrian/vehicular wayfinding to amenities such 

restaurants, entertainment venues and other businesses . 

Provides a more comfortable and informative visitor 

experience. 

Wayfinding in Blue Lake- Today 

There currently exist very few signs in the City of Blue Lake that fit within the definition of 

a “Wayfinding” sign.  Rather, there are many signs that are outdated, poorly maintained 

or overly generic in nature.  In driving through the City, it is impossible to determine your 

location, or find your destination, based upon the current available signage.  For our 

burgeoning business community, the lack of signage is an impediment to their ability to 

attract customers and impedes their growth potential.  For the average resident, the lack 

of wayfinding signage equates to more traffic on roads not meant for high travel volumes 



What will our signage say about Blue Lake…What do we say about 
ourselves? 

The signage standard for Blue Lake should reflect the cultural, historical and overall character of Blue Lake.  The City has a rich historical 

and contemporary history, and this should be reflected in the signage standards.  The signage standards should be consistent, yet flexible 

enough to meet the needs of the community and business partners.  The signage details should market and “brand” the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“From the Dell’Arte International School of Physical Theatre to 

wacky street fairs and the dozens of artists and artisans who make 

Blue Lake home, we think Blue Lake is a pretty special place for arts 

to thrive.” 

“From its early roots as a resort community 

and railroad town, to its recent resurgence 

in arts and culture, Blue Lake, California 

has always been something special.” 
“Some people say Blue Lake is a 

drinking town with a horse problem… I 

say…That sounds like a great place to 

live!” 



Recommended Next Steps… 

1. Council may forward this item to the Planning Commission for discussion and consideration 
 

2. Planning Commission may review existing signage ordinance to determine if current ordinance is adequate, or if revisions may be 
needed 
 

3. The Planning Commission may establish a design committee to provide recommendations to Council on signage standards; the 
committee can represent the residents, the business community, the Chamber of Commerce, and other interested parties 
 

4. Design Committee may hold a public session to gather input and ideas 
 

5. The Design Committee will make a formal recommendation to the Planning Commission for consideration 
 

6. The Planning Commission will make a final recommendation to the City Council for consideration, including any updates to 
existing ordinances or proposed new ordinances 
 

7. Implementation 


