
Blue Lake City Council Agenda 
Tuesday, January 7, 2014  
Regular Council Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Community Center – 111 Greenwood 
(Skinner Store Building behind City Hall) 
_______________________________________________________________                                     

Unless Otherwise Noted, All Items on the Agenda Are Subject to Council Action. 
  
1.     Flag Salute/Establish a Quorum of the Council 

 
2. Motion to Approve Agenda 

 
3. Public Input – The Public is invited to present petitions, make announcements, or 

provide other information to the City Council that is relevant to the scope of 
authority of the City of Blue Lake that is not on the Agenda.  The Council may 
provide up to 15 minutes for this public input session.  To assure that each 
individual presentation is heard, the Council may uniformly impose time 
limitations of 3 minutes to each individual presentation.  The public will be given 
the opportunity to address items that are on the agenda at the time the Council 
takes up each specific agenda item. 

 
4. Report of City Manager- Proposed Ordinance #509 (Referral to Planning 

Commission)  
 

5. Dave Wells, Wells Commercial – Updates (Information) 
 

6. Councilmember Manzanita- Council Donation Policy (Discussion/Action) 
 

7. Councilmember Manzanita – Expansion of Industrial Park (Discussion) 
 

8. Climate Action Plan Questionnaire for City Council (Brief Comments) 
 

9. Resolution No. 1025 – Appointment of Councilmember to Represent City at 
League of Cities Redwood Empire Meetings (Action) 
 

10.  Sheriff Contract-  Report Recommendations- (Discussion/Action) 
 
11. Consent Agenda (Action) 

 
A. Termination of Lease- Custom Stump Grinder 
B. Agreement with Building Official 

 
12. Reports of Council and Staff 
 
13. Motion to Adopt Minutes from: 

a. December 3, 2013 
b. December 17, 2013 

 
14. Future Agenda Items 
 
15. Correspondence 

                 

 



 
16. Motion to Adjourn  

 
 
A request for disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aid or services, may be 
made by a person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in 
the public meeting, by contacting City Manager John Berchtold at least 24 hours prior to the commencement 
of the meeting. 



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 31, 2013 

Subject: Ban on Medical Marijuana Dispensaries- Proposed Ordinance #509 

 

Proposed Ordinance #509 would ban medical marijuana dispensaries within the 

City of Blue Lake.  This Ordinance has been drafted by myself and represents 

provisions found in Trinidad’s and Fortuna’s Ordinances. This draft Ordinance has 

been sent to the City attorney for review.  Due to the holidays, we will not have 

City Attorney review comments in time for Council Meeting but for the Planning 

Commission on January 20th.  At a minimum, I wanted you to be aware of staff 

efforts towards creation of the ordinance.  Formal action towards ordinance 

adoption commences with a Public Hearing by the City Planning Commission. 



ORDINANCE NO. 509 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BLUE LAKE 

PROHIBITING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES. 

 

WHEREAS, the People of the State of California approved Proposition 215, which was 

codified as California Health and Safety Code § 11362.5 and entitled the Compassionate 

Use Act of 1996 ("the Act"); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Act prohibits the provisions of law making unlawful the possession or 

cultivation of marijuana from applying to a qualified patient, or to a patient's primary 

caregiver, who possesses or cultivates marijuana for the personal medical use of the patient 

upon the recommendation of a physician, and also prohibits the criminal prosecution or 

punishment of a physician for having recommended marijuana to a patient for medical 

purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, thereafter, the Legislature of the State of California enacted Senate Bill 420 

(the "Medical Marijuana Program"), codified as California Health and Safety Code § 

11362.7 d seq., which requires the State Department of Health Services to establish and 

maintain a voluntary program for the issuance of identification cards to qualified patients and 

primary caregivers, and prohibits the arrest of a qualified patient or a primary caregiver with 

a valid identification card for the possession, transportation, delivery, or cultivation of 

medical marijuana; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Act does not legalize marijuana per se, rather it is intended to allow 

individuals with serious and terminal illnesses to possess and cultivate marijuana for their own 

medical needs based upon a doctor's recommendation; and 

 

WHEREAS, one purpose of the Act and the Medical Marijuana Program is "to encourage the 

federal and state governments to implement a plan to provide for the safe and affordable 

distribution of marijuana to all patients in medical need of marijuana’’; and 

 

WHEREAS, neither the federal nor the state government has implemented a specific 

plan "to provide for the safe and affordable distribution of marijuana to all patients in 

medical need of marijuana," leaving cities with a lack of direction about how the Act is 

intended to be implemented, particularly in regard to distribution, of medical marijuana, 

through dispensaries, which are not explicitly authorized by the Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Medical Marijuana Program provides additional statutory guidance for 

medical marijuana use and cultivation, but it does not explicitly address the role of 

dispensaries, nor does it require that cities provide for or allow the establishment and/or 

operation of medical marijuana dispensaries; and 

 

WHEREAS, federal law considers marijuana to be a "Schedule I Drug," which is defined as 

a drug or other substance that has a high potential for abuse, that has no currently accepted 

medical use in treatment in the United States, and that does not have an accepted standards of 

safety for its use under medical supervision, and under Section 841 of the Controlled 

Substances Act, the manufacture and distribution of marijuana is prohibited by the federal 

government; and 

 



WHEREAS, California state law does not provide for the sale or distribution of marijuana 

by Medical Marijuana Dispensaries to a primary care giver, a qualified patient or a person 

with an identification card, as the terms are defined in Section 11362.7 of the California 

Health and Safety Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Blue Lake currently does not restrict the existence or 

operation of Medical Marijuana Dispensaries in the City of Blue Lake; and 

 

WHEREAS, Medical Marijuana Dispensaries have been established in numerous 

locations in California, and as a consequence, local agencies have reported negative 

secondary effects on the community, which effects include, illegal drug activity and 

drug sales in the vicinity of dispensaries; robbery of persons leaving dispensaries; driving 

under the influence of a controlled substance by persons who have obtained marijuana 

from a dispensary, persons acquiring marijuana from a dispensary and then selling it to a 

non-qualified person; burglaries and robberies; and an increase in vacancies in the 

commercial areas in the vicinity of such businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, the operation of medical marijuana dispensaries results in increased 

demands for law enforcement response, thereby compromising the Sheriff Department's 

ability to respond to other calls for service; and 

 

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.5(c)(2) expressly provides 

that nothing in the Act shall be construed to supersede legislation prohibiting persons from 

engaging in conduct that endangers others, nor to condone the diversion of marijuana for 

non-medical purposes, and 

 

WHEREAS, The City Council hereby finds that, because of the inconsistency between 

state and federal law relating to the possession, sale and distribution, and because of the 

documented threat to public health, safety and welfare, it is in the best interest of the citizens 

of the City of Blue Lake that the City prohibit the establishment and operation of medical 

marijuana dispensaries within the City of Blue Lake; and 

 

WHEREAS, this ordinance is enacted pursuant to California Health and Safety Code 

Sections 11362.5(c)(2) and 11362.83 and the City's police power as granted broadly under 

Article XI, Section 7 of the California Constitution in order to promote the health, safety 

and welfare of Blue Lake residents. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUELAKE 

DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

                                      MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES  

         

SECTION 1:  PURPOSE AND FINDINGS. 

 

The City Council finds that federal and state laws prohibiting the possession, sale and 

distribution of marijuana would preclude the opening of Medical Marijuana Dispensaries 

sanctioned by the City of Blue Lake, and in order to serve public health, safety, and 

welfare of the residents and businesses within the City, the declared purpose of this 

ordinance is to prohibit Marijuana Dispensaries as stated in this chapter. 

 

  



SECTION 2:  DEFINITIONS. 

 

The following terms and phrases, whenever used in this chapter, shall be construed as 

defined in this section: 

 

 .010 'Identification Card' is a document issued by the State Department of Health 

Services which identifies a person authorized to engage in the medical use of marijuana 

and the person's designated primary caregiver, if any. 

 

 .020 'Medical Marijuana' is marijuana used for medical purposes where that 

medical use is deemed appropriate and has been, recommended by a physician who has 

determined that the person's health would benefit from the use of marijuana in the 

treatment of cancer, anorexia, AIDS, chronic pain, spasticity, glaucoma, arthritis, 

migraine, or any other serious medical condition for which marijuana is deemed to 

provide relief as defined in subsection (h) of Health and Safety Code § 11362.7. 

 

 .030 'Medical Marijuana Dispensary or Dispensary' is any facility or location 

where medical marijuana is made available to and or distributed by or to three or more of 

the following: a qualified patient, a person with an identification card, or a primary 

caregiver. Each of those terms is defined herein and shall be interpreted in strict 

accordance with California Health and Safety Code Sections 11362.5 and 11362.7 et seq. 

as such sections may he amended from time to time. 

 

 .040 'Primary Care Giver" is the individual, designated by a qualified patient or by 

a person with an identification card, who has consistently assumed responsibility for the 

housing, health, or safety of that patient or person. 

 

 .050. 'Physician' is an individual who possesses a recognition in good standing to 

practice medicine or osteopathy issued by the Medical Board of California or the 

Osteopathic Medical Board of California and who has taken responsibility for an aspect 

of the medical care, treatment, diagnosis, counseling, or referral of a patient and who has 

conducted a medical examination of that patient before recording in the patient's medical 

record the physician's assessment of whether the patient has a serious medical condition 

and whether the medical use of marijuana is appropriate. 

  

 .060 'Qualified Patient' is a person who is entitled to the protections of California 

Health and Safely Code Section 11362.5, but who does not have an identification card 

issued by the State Department of Health Services. 

 

SECTION 3:  MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARY PROHIBITED. 

  

It shall be unlawful for any person or entity to own, manage, conduct, or operate any 

Medical Marijuana Dispensary or to participate as an employee, contractor, agent or 

volunteer, or in any other manner or capacity, in any Medical Marijuana Dispensary in 

the City of Blue Lake. 

 

SECTION 4: USE OR ACTIVITY PROHIBITED BY STATE OR FEDERAL 

LAW. 

 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to permit or authorize any use or 

activity which is otherwise prohibited by any state or federal law. 



  

SECTION 5:  EXISTING NONCONFORMING USES. 

  

Any Medical Marijuana Dispensary existing within the City of Blue Lake on the effective 

date of this ordinance shall cease operations forthwith. 

 

SECTION 6:  SEVERABILITY. 

 

The City Council of the City of Blue Lake hereby declares that should any section, 

paragraph, sentence, phrase, term or word of this ordinance be declared for any reason to 

be invalid, it is the intent of the City Council that it would have adopted all other portions 

of this ordinance independent of the elimination herefrom of any such portion as may be 

declared invalid. 

 

SECTION 7:  SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

 

Neither the adoption of this ordinance nor the repeal of any other ordinance of this City 

shall in any manner affect the prosecution for violations of ordinances, which violations 

were committed prior to the effective date hereof, nor be construed as a waiver of any 

license or penalty or the penal provisions applicable to any violation thereof. The 

provisions of this ordinance, insofar as they are substantially the same as ordinance 

provisions previously adopted by the City relating to the same subject matter, shall be 

construed as restatements and continuations and not as new enactments. 

 

SECTION 8:  VIOLATION OF MISDEMEANOR. 

Any person, firm, or corporation, whether as principal, agent, employee or otherwise, 

violating or causing the violation of any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty 

of a misdemeanor. 

 

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was introduced at a regular meeting of the 

City Council of the City of Blue Lake held on the ______ day of _____________, 2014, 

and thereafter passed and adopted at a regular meeting of said City Council held on the
 

________ day of ______________, 2014, by the following roll call vote: 

 

 

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT:  

ABSTAIN:  

 

   

  By: ______________________________ 
         Sherman Schapiro, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 
Adrienne Nielsen, City Clerk 



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 31, 2013 

Subject: Updates by Industrial Realtor David Wells of Wells Commercial 

 

David Wells was unable to be present at the last Council meeting due to illness.  

He will provide recruitment updates on the four (4) acre site currently utilized by 

Custom Stump Grinders. 

He will also be present for Council Member Manzanita’s agenda item pertaining 

to expansion of the Industrial Park.  



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 31, 2013  

Subject: Donation Policy/Budget 

  

I would like to discuss the creation of a donation policy for non-profits in 

connection with the budget approval process.  I would also like to discuss any 

further requests for the balance of the fiscal year. 



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 31, 2013  

Subject: Donation Policy/Budget 

  

I would like to discuss the creation of a donation policy for non-profits in 

connection with the budget approval process.  I would also like to discuss any 

further requests for the balance of the fiscal year. 



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 31, 2013 

Subject: Climate Action Plan- Return of Questionnaire 

At the last meeting, Streamline Planning and Redwood Community Energy 

Authority (RCEA) made a presentation on a proposed Climate Action Plan.  We 

initially asked you to return a questionnaire concerning numerous parts 

(Electricity, Transportation, Solid Waste and General Actions.)  I felt that there 

was inadequate time at the last meeting to explain how City Council can properly 

provide comments.  I am enclosing blank comment sheets.  Please bring them to 

the meeting.  I am asking Planner Gary Rees to attend and walk you through the 

“blank” forms.  You can return these to the office the following week. 

I am enclosing the summary of the listed actions pertaining to the Climate Action 

Plan. 

















To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 27, 2013 

Subject: Resolution No. 1025 – Appointment of Councilmember to Represent 

City at League of Cities Redwood Empire Meetings 

 

The League is requesting that a Councilmember be appointed to represent the 

City at the Regional legislative and business meetings.  In Blue Lake’s case, you 

appointed Councilmember Manzanita to represent the City last year to serve in 

both capacities for a two year term.  Resolution No. 1025 satisfies the League’s 

request.  I recommend your adoption.  Also, Council could select an alternate if 

desired. 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 1025 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUE 

LAKE APPOINTING REPRESENTATIVES TO REPRESENT AND VOTE ON 

BEHALF OF THE CITY AT THE LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES, 

REDWOOD EMPIRE DIVISION BUSINESS MEETINGS AND REPRESENT 

THE CITY AND VOTE AT DIVISION LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS. 

 

WHEREAS, the City is a member of the League of California Cities, an 

association of California city officials who work together to enhance their knowledge and 

skills, exchange information, and combine resources so that they may influence policy 

decisions that affect cities, and 

 

WHEREAS, mayors, council members and other officials set League policies 

and priorities from member cities who serve on the League Board of Directors, League 

policy committees, regional division boards, departments, caucuses, and task forces 

where League policies and priorities are formulated and set, and  

 

WHEREAS, the City is an active member of the Redwood Empire Division, 

League of California Cities, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Redwood Empire Division By-laws, Article III, Section 3, states 

representatives of each member city shall cast one vote by city, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Redwood Empire Division By-laws, Article VIII, creates a 

Redwood Empire Division Legislative Committee to review and respond to bills that 

impact Redwood Empire Cities, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City must appoint one elected official to attend and represent the 

city at Division Business meetings who can vote on behalf of the city, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City must appoint one elected official to attend and represent the 

city at Legislative Committee meetings who can vote on behalf of the city, and  

 

WHEREAS, an alternate elected official should be appointed to represent the city 

in the event the regular member is not available to attend, and 

 

WHEREAS, appointments should be reviewed and updated annually. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2013 appointment for the 

Redwood Empire Division are as follows: 

   

Division Business Meeting Primary:  Lana Manzanita 

  Division Business Meeting Alternate: 



 

Legislative Committee Primary:  Lana Manzanita 

Legislative Committee Alternate:   

 

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Resolution No. 1025 was duly introduced and 

adopted by the City Council of the City of Blue Lake at its regular meeting held on the 7
th

 

day of January 2014 by the following roll call vote:  

 

 

AYES IN FAVOR: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

 

 

Approved:      Attested: 

 

 

 

 

_________________________   ____________________________ 

Sherman Schapiro, Mayor   Adrienne Nielsen, City Clerk 

 

 

 

CLERK’S CERTIFICATE 

 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution  

 

No.1025, passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council 

 

of the City of Blue Lake held on the 7
th

 day of January, 2014, 

 

By the following roll call votes: 

 

 

AYES:   

NAYS:  

ABSENT:  

ATTEST:      ______________________ 

       Adrienne Nielsen, City Clerk 

       City of Blue Lake 



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 31, 2013 

Subject: Status of Agreement for Law Enforcement Services 

 

Enclosed find a second draft contract proposed by the Humboldt County Sheriff.  

The changes are found in red on the original and are in parenthesis on your copy.  

The changes are in parenthesis on your copy.  The changes are in response to a 

request from Mayor Schapiro on behalf of City Council. 

The second draft has been sent to City Attorney Nancy Diamond for her review, 

both structurally and for counsel.  

City Attorney Diamond has my pencil notes suggesting editing changes to the first 

draft. 

Staff is at agenda distribution time. What is enclosed is the most current 

information.  We have yet to have the conversation with the sheriff regarding the 

formula calculating the costs of the contract.  Mayor Schapiro requested the same 

on January 1, 2014. 

I will work with the City Attorney between now and Tuesday’s meeting to bring 

forth compiled recommendations.  

Please be assured that staff is working diligently to bring this matter to closure. 

























To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 27, 2013 

Subject: Consent Agreement 

 

(1)  Termination of Lease with Custom Stump Grinders- I recommend 

termination of the month to month lease with Custom Stump Grinders 

(CSG), effective February 7, 2014.  This provides thirty (30) days notice to 

CSG.  Their last payment for current vote was paid on October 15.  They are 

close to three (3) months behind.  

Then last payment on back rent was paid on November 1, 2013 in the 

amount of $500. 

(2) Agreement with Building Official.  I recommend approval of Amendment 

No 2. (enclosed) 



AMENDMENT No. 2 

TO BUILDING OFFICIAL AGREEMENT 

 This is an Amendment (“Amendment”) to that certain agreement between the City of 

Blue Lake, herein called “City”, and John Roberts, herein called “Building Official”, entitled 

Building Official Agreement, effective November 1, 2009, (“Agreement”).  This Amendment is 

retroactive to January 1, 2014. 

1. Ratification of Agreement.  The terms and condition of the Agreement, including all 

exhibits and attachments, are ratified in their entirety except to the extent inconsistent 

with the terms and provision of this Amendment. In the event of such inconsistency, this 

Amendment shall control.  

2. Employment Term.  Section 13 of the Agreement, Term of Agreement, is extended from 

January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014. 

The parties have executed this Amendment No.2 effective on the date first above written. 

 

Building Official 

________________________________ 

By: John Roberts 

 

City of Blue Lake 

________________________________ 

By: Sherman Schapiro 

Its: Mayor 

 

  

 



 
 
 
December 3, 2013    
 
The Blue Lake City Council met in regular re-scheduled session at 7:00 p.m. on 
December 3, 2013.   Mayor Sherman Schapiro called the meeting to order. Council 
Members present were Stephen Kullmann, Greg Sawatzky, and Kevin Benjamin.  
Others present were City Manager John Berchtold and City Clerk Adrienne Nielsen.  
Councilmember Lana Manzanita was absent. 
 
Motion to Approve Agenda 
Councilmember Sawatzky moved, seconded by Councilmember Benjamin to approve 
the agenda after moving item ten after item seven.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Input  
Kent Sawatzky spoke to Council on the Mad River Hatchery and bringing back the 
salmon run.  Tom Tellez spoke to Council about the Blue Lake Chamber and the dog 
waste stations project and a Chamber Mixer on December 11, 2013 at Wallace and 
Hinz. 
 
Appointment to Public Safety Commission – One Seat with Term Expiring on 
January 30, 2015.(Action) 
Councilmember Sawatzky moved, seconded by Councilmember Kullmann to approve 
the appointment of Chris Woody to Public Safety Commission for a term expiring 
January 30, 2015.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
County Supervisor Mark Lovelace – Mad River Levee Update (Presentation) 
Supervisor Mark Lovelace gave a short presentation along with Hank Seaman, Deputy 
Director of Environmental Services on the Mad River Levee and the flood map.  Mr. 
Seaman reported that six months before the map is active after comment period ends 
and it could be possible to be in effect by end of 2014 or early 2015. 
  
Periodic Unaudited Financial Report for September 30, 2013 (Action) 
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Benjamin to approve 
the unaudited financial report for September 30, 2013.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda 
None 
 
Reports of Council and Staff 
Councilmember Kullmann reported that Mad River Alliance will be celebrating their first 
anniversary.  Mayor Schapiro reported that HCAOG approved the re-paving project on 
Greenwood Ave. and that he and the City Manager met with the Sheriff to go over the 
contract for services.  City Manager Berchtold reported that Parks & Recreation will be 
partnering with Humboldt Roller Derby.   
 
Motion to Adopt Minutes from: 
November 5, 2013 – Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember 
Sawatzky to adopt the November 5, 2013 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously. 



November 7, 2013 – Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember 
Sawatzky to adopt the November 7, 2013 minutes. The motion carried with 
Councilmember Benjamin abstaining. 
 
Future Agenda Items 
Mike Wilson from the Harbor District Presentation; Mad River Alliance Derby; Status of 
lot sale; City Attorney/Marijuana dispensaries; various contract extensions. 
 
Correspondence 
None 
 
Motion to Adjourn  
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 



 
December 17, 2013    
 
The Blue Lake City Council met in regular re-scheduled session at 7:02 p.m. on 
December 17, 2013.   Mayor Pro Tem Lana Manzanita called the meeting to order. 
Council Members present were Stephen Kullmann, Greg Sawatzky, and Kevin 
Benjamin.  Others present were City Manager John Berchtold and City Clerk Adrienne 
Nielsen.  Mayor Sherman Schapiro was absent. 
 
Motion to Approve Agenda 
Councilmember Sawatzky moved, seconded by Councilmember Benjamin to approve 
the agenda after moving after moving item 8 to 8:00 p.m. and item 7 was removed.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Input  
Meritt Perry spoke to Council on follow up to the Blue Lake Power noise and lighting 
issues.  He stated that he has requested a meeting with the City Planner and the City 
Manager in regards to the CEQA documents.  He also stated that the noise is better 
now that the cooling tower has been replaced. 
 
National Human Rights Awareness Month Proclamation (Action) 
John Shelter was present to accept the National Human Rights Awareness Month 
Proclamation read by Mayor Pro Tem Manzanita.  Councilmember Benjamin moved, 
seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to approve the proclamation.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Dave Feral from Mad River Alliance – Request of Support/Funding for Steelhead 
Days (Presentation/Action) 
Dave Feral from Mad River Alliance spoke to Council, describing the activities of the 
Mad River Steelhead Days program.  The event goes from January 25th to February 8th.  
Council discussed sponsorship vs. donations, with Councilmember Manzanita stating 
past practice is to stay neutral.  Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by 
Councilmember Sawatzky for the City of Blue Lake to provide sponsorship to Mad River 
Steelhead Days with an amount of $300.  The amount of $100 was suggested by 
Councilmember Manzanita.  Councilmember Kullmann amended his amount to $100 
coming out of reserves.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Attorney Nancy Diamond – Medical Marijuana (Presentation) 
City Attorney Nancy Diamond gave a presentation to the Council on the subject of 
Medical marijuana and dispensaries.  She informed them that the California Supreme 
Court ruled that bans on dispensaries can happen in cities.  She gave options to the 
Council to consider for the next steps on the subject.  Councilmember Kullmann moved, 
seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to direct staff to draft an ordinance providing for 
a ban on medical marijuana dispensaries and non-personal use cultivation.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
David Wells, Wells Commercial (Presentation)  
Item was withdrawn from agenda. 
 
Presentation on Climate Action Plan (Presentation) 
Jerome Carman from Redwood Coast Energy Authority gave a presentation on the 
Climate Action Plan. He asks the City to start addressing the actions from the plan.  He 
submitted a comment sheets for the Council to complete and return to the next meeting. 



Request for Ratification of Ordinance No. 13-1 - An Ordinance Adopting the 2013 
California Fire Code and International Fire Code Standards Prescribing 
Regulations Governing Conditions Hazardous to Life and Property From Fire or 
Explosion, Providing for the Issuance of Permits for Hazardous Uses or 
Operations, and Establishing a Fire Prevention Bureau and Providing Officers 
Thereof and Defining Their Powers and Duties (Action) 
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to approve 
Ratification of Ordinance No. 13-1.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 1023 – A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Blue Lake 
Authorizing the Director of Public Works to Sign Right-of-Way Documents With 
the California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) (Action) 
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Benjamin to approve 
Resolution No. 1023.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 1024 – A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Blue Lake 
Authorizing the Sale of Parcel 2 as Found in the Record of Surveys of Humboldt 
County, Book 70 of Surveys, Page 106, to Morehouse, et al: Authorizing the 
Mayor to Execute Any Closing Documents and Authorizing a Sales Commission 
of Six Percent (6%) (Action) 
Councilmember Benjamin moved, seconded by Councilmember Kullmann, to approve 
Resolution No. 1024.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Grant Agreement Between County of Humboldt, Headwaters Fund and the City Of 
Blue Lake for Industrial Park Improvements (Action) 
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Benjamin to accept the 
grant agreement between the County of Humboldt, Headwaters Fund and the City of 
Blue Lake for Industrial Park Improvements.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Consent Agenda 
October 2013 Monthly Financials 
November 2013 Disbursements/Warrants 
Approval of Program Income Waiver for Accessibility Improvements to Park 
Facilities 
Contract Amendments for Public Works Consultation and Financial Consultant 
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to accept the 
Consent Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Reports of Council and Staff 
Departmental Report – City Manager 
Councilmember Manzanita reported on the Public Safety Commission meeting on the 
subject of the Sheriff contract.  She stated that the Sheriff would like the same contract 
with an increase in the amount of the contract services.  Councilmember Manzanita also 
reported that the Tree Lighting Ceremony will be on December 18th at 6:30 p.m. and 
CERT will meet on January 8th.  City Manager Berchtold reported that the Phase II 
environmental study reported that the vacant land in the Industrial Park was clean.   
 
Motion to Adopt Minutes from: 
November 19, 2013 
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to approve 
the minutes of November 19, 2013.  The motion carried with Councilmember Benjamin 
abstaining. 
 



Future Agenda Items 
Repower Project with City support; Resolution for League of Cities Representative; 
Draft of Ban on Dispensories; Update on Blue Lake Power and Meritt Perry. 
Correspondence 
Holiday card from Town Parrsboro. 
 
Motion to Adjourn  
Councilmember Kullmann moved, seconded by Councilmember Sawatzky to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 



To:  Mayor and Councilmembers 

From:  John Berchtold, City Manager 

Date:  December 27, 2013 

Subject: Correspondence  

 

1) Communication from under Sheriff Honsal to Mayor Schapiro- Law 

Enforcement services contract negotiations. 

2) Press release issued regarding temporary closure of Blue Lake substation of 

Sheriff Department (January 2, 2014) 










