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1.       Approve Agenda 
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
C A L I F O R N I A 

111 Greenwood Road 

P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 

  

(707) 668-5655 

Fax: (707) 668-5916 

www.bluelake.ca.gov 

  

Blue Lake City Council Agenda 
Tuesday, May 7, 2019 ~ 6:30 p.m. ~ Special Council Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 



 

 

City of Blue Lake  
Munic ipa l Se rvic e  Re vie w 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Co unc il Re vie w Dra ft fo r  

Ma y 7, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.humb o ld tla fc o .o rg  

 

http://www.humboldtlafco.org/


HUMBOLDT LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 

COMMISSION 
 

Co mmissione rs: 

Este lle  Fe nne ll, Distric t 2 Sup e rviso r a nd  Cha ir 

Virg inia  Ba ss, Distric t 4 Sup e rviso r 

Ste p he n Avis, C ity o f Fe rnd a le   

Pa ul Pitino , C ity o f Arc a ta  

Tro y Nic o lini, Sa mo a  Pe ninsula  Fire  Pro te c tio n Distric t 

De b ra  La ke , Fruitla nd  Rid g e  Fire  Pro te c tio n Distric t 

Ro b e rt Mc Phe rso n, Pub lic  Me mb e r a nd  Vic e  Cha ir 

 

Alte rnate  Me mbe rs: 

Mike  Wilso n, Distric t 2 Sup e rviso r 

Sue  Lo ng , C ity o f Fo rtuna  

Da ve  Co uc h, Mc Kinle yville  C o mmunity Se rvic e s Distric t  

Skip  Jo rg e nse n, Pub lic  Me mb e r 

 

Staff: 

Co le tte  Me tz, AIC P, Exe c utive  Offic e r  

Sa ra h We st, LAFC o  Ana lyst/ Cle rk 

Emily Mo rris, Assista nt Pla nne r 

Ja so n Ba rne s, GIS Ana lyst 

Rya n Plo tz, Le g a l Co unse l 

G e o rg e  Willia mso n, AICP, Se nio r Ad viso r 

 

Ac kno wle dgme nts: 

LAFCo  sta ff wo uld  like  to  tha nk the  c o ntrib uto rs to  this Munic ip a l Se rvic e  Re vie w. Inp ut 

instrume nta l in c o mple ting  this re p o rt wa s p ro vid e d  b y Blue  La ke  C ity Ma na g e r Ma nd y 

Ma g e r, C ity Cle rk Ap ril So usa , C ity Fina nc e  Dire c to r Vic ki Hutto n, a nd  C ity Pla nne r G a rry Re e s. 

 

 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1.0  MSR/ SOI BACKGROUND ........................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Role  a nd Re sponsibility of LAFCo ................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Purpose  of Munic ipa l Se rvic e  Re vie ws .......................................................................... 1 

1.3 Purpose  of Sphe re s of Influe nc e  ..................................................................................... 2 

1.4  Disadva ntag e d Uninc orpora te d Communitie s ............................................................. 3 

1.5 Org a niza tion of MSR/ SOI Study ...................................................................................... 3 

2.0 AGENCY OVERVIEW ................................................................................................... 4 

2.1 Ove rvie w ............................................................................................................................... 4 

2.2 Jurisdic tiona l Bounda ry ........................................................................................................ 5 

2.3 Out of Ag e nc y Se rvic e s ....................................................................................................... 7 

2.4 Curre nt Sphe re  of Influe nc e  ................................................................................................. 7 

2.5 Sphe re  of Influe nc e  Upda te  ............................................................................................... 11 

3.0 SOCIO-ECONOMICS ................................................................................................ 12 

3.1 Growth a nd Popula tion ...................................................................................................... 12 

3.2 La nd Use  and Ge og ra phic  Fa c tors ................................................................................... 13 

3.3 Disadva ntag e d Uninc orpora te d Communitie s ................................................................ 14 

4.0 ACCOUNTABILITY AND GOVERNANCE .................................................................. 16 

4.1 Gove rnanc e  ........................................................................................................................ 16 

4.2 Administra tion ..................................................................................................................... 16 

4.3 Ac c ounta bility .................................................................................................................... 18 

4.4 Sha re d Fa c ilitie s .................................................................................................................. 19 

5.0 SERVICES AND INFRASTRUC TURE ............................................................................. 21 

5.1 Se rvic e  Ove rvie w ................................................................................................................ 21 

5.2 Wa te r ................................................................................................................................... 21 

5.3 Wa ste wa te r ......................................................................................................................... 22 

5.4 Stre e ts, Stormwa te r, a nd Stre e t Lig hting  ............................................................................ 23 

5.5 Pa rks a nd Re c re a tion ......................................................................................................... 24 

5.6 La w Enforc e me nt ................................................................................................................ 24 

5.7 Othe r Re le va nt Se rvic e  Provide rs ...................................................................................... 24 

6.0 FINANCE ..................................................................................................................... 26 

6.1 Fina nc ia l Ove rvie w ............................................................................................................. 26 

6.2 Budg e t ................................................................................................................................. 26 



 

7.0 MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW DETERMINATIONS .................................................... 29 

8.0 SPHERE OF INFLUENCE ANALYSIS AND DETERMINATIONS .................................... 31 

8.1 SOI De te rmina tions ............................................................................................................. 31 

  



Chapter 1 – MSR/SOI Background  Page 1 

1.0  MSR/SOI BACKGROUND 

1.1 Role and Responsibility of LAFCo 

Lo c a l Ag e nc y Fo rma tio n C o mmissio ns (LAFC o s) a re  ind e p e nd e nt re g ula to ry c o mmissio ns 

tha t we re  e sta b lishe d  b y the  Sta te  le g isla ture  in 1963 to  e nc o ura g e  the  o rd e rly g ro wth a nd  

d e ve lo pme nt o f lo c a l g o ve rnme nta l a g e nc ie s inc lud ing  c itie s a nd  sp e c ia l d istric ts. To d a y, 

the re  is a  LAFCo  in e a c h o f C a lifo rnia ’ s 58 c o untie s. Humb o ld t LAFCo  is a  se ve n-me mb e r 

c o mmissio n c o mp rise d  o f two  me mb e rs o f the  Humb o ld t Co unty Bo a rd  o f Sup e rviso rs, two  

C ity C o unc il me mb e rs, two  Sp e c ia l Distric t re p re se nta tive s, a nd  o ne  Pub lic  Me mb e r-At-La rg e . 

The  Co mmissio n a lso  inc lud e s o ne  a lte rna te  me mb e r fo r e a c h re p re se nte d  c a te g o ry.  

LAFCo  is re sp o nsib le  fo r imple me nting  the  Co rte se -Kno x-He rtzb e rg  Lo c a l Go ve rnme nt 

Re o rg a niza tio n Ac t o f 2000 (“C KH Ac t” )(C a lifo rnia  Go ve rnme nt C o d e  Se c tio n 56000 e t se q .) 

fo r p urp o se s o f fa c ilita ting  c ha ng e s in lo c a l g o ve rnme nta l struc ture  a nd  b o und a rie s tha t 

fo ste r o rd e rly g ro wth a nd  d e ve lo pme nt, p ro mo te  the  e ffic ie nt d e live ry o f se rvic e s, a nd  

e nc o ura g e  the  p re se rva tio n o f o pe n spa c e  a nd  a g ric ultura l la nd s. So me  o f LAFCo ’ s d utie s 

inc lud e  re g ula ting  jurisd ic tio na l b o und a ry c ha ng e s a nd  the  e xte nsio n o f munic ip a l se rvic e s. 

This inc lud e s c ity a nd  sp e c ia l d istric t a nne xa tio ns, inc o rpo ra tio ns/ fo rma tio ns, c o nso lid a tio ns, 

a nd  o the r c ha ng e s o f o rg a niza tio n. LAFCo  se e ks to  b e  p ro a c tive  in ra ising  a wa re ne ss a nd  

b uild ing  pa rtne rship s to  a c c o mplish this thro ug h its sp e c ia l stud ie s, p ro g ra ms, a nd  a c tio ns. 

The  C KH Ac t o utline s re q uire me nts fo r p re pa ring  Munic ip a l Se rvic e  Re vie ws (MSRs) fo r 

p e rio d ic  Sphe re  o f Influe nc e  (SOI) up d a te s. MSRs a nd  SOIs a re  to o ls c re a te d  to  e mpo we r 

LAFCo  to  sa tisfy its le g isla tive  c ha rg e  o f “d isc o ura g ing  urb a n sp ra wl, p re se rving  o p e n sp a c e  

a nd  p rime  a g ric ultura l la nd s, e ffic ie ntly p ro vid ing  g o ve rnme nt se rvic e s, a nd  e nc o ura g ing  the  

o rd e rly fo rma tio n a nd  d e ve lo pme nt o f lo c a l a g e nc ie s b a se d  up o n lo c a l c o nd itio ns a nd  

c irc umsta nc e s”  (§ 56301). The  C KH Ac t Se c tio n 56301 furthe r e sta b lishe s tha t “ o ne  o f the  

o b je c ts o f the  c o mmissio n is to  ma ke  stud ie s a nd  to  o b ta in a nd  furnish info rma tio n whic h will 

c o ntrib ute  to  the  lo g ic a l a nd  re a so na b le  d e ve lo pme nt o f lo c a l a g e nc ie s in e a c h c o unty a nd  

to  sha p e  the  d e ve lo pme nt o f lo c a l a g e nc ie s so  a s to  a dva nta g e o usly p ro vid e  fo r the  p re se nt 

a nd  future  ne e d s o f e a c h c o unty a nd  its c o mmunitie s.”  SOIs, the re fo re , g uid e  b o th the  ne a r-

te rm a nd  lo ng -te rm p hysic a l a nd  e c o no mic  g ro wth a nd  d e ve lo pme nt o f lo c a l a g e nc ie s, a nd  

MSRs p ro vid e  the  ne a r-te rm a nd  lo ng -te rm time -re le va nt d a ta  to  info rm LAFC o ’ s SOI 

d e te rmina tio ns. 

1.2 Purpose of Municipal Service Reviews 

As d e sc rib e d  a b o ve , MSRs a re  d e sig ne d  to  e q uip  LAFCo  with re le va nt info rma tio n a nd  d a ta  

ne c e ssa ry fo r the  C o mmissio n to  ma ke  info rme d  d e c isio ns o n SOIs. The  C KH Ac t, ho we ve r, 

g ive s LAFCo  b ro a d  d isc re tio n in d e c id ing  ho w to  c o nd uc t MSRs, inc lud ing  g e o g ra p hic  fo c us, 

the  sc o p e  o f the  stud y, a nd  the  id e ntific a tio n o f a lte rna tive s fo r imp ro ving  the  e ffic ie nc y, c o st-

e ffe c tive ne ss, a c c o unta b ility, a nd  re lia b ility o f p ub lic  se rvic e s. The  purp o se  o f a n MSR, in 

g e ne ra l is to  p ro vid e  a  c o mp re he nsive  inve nto ry a nd  a na lysis o f the  se rvic e s p ro vid e d  b y 

lo c a l munic ip a litie s, se rvic e  a re a s, a nd  sp e c ia l d istric ts. An MSR e va lua te s the  struc ture  a nd  

o p e ra tio n o f the  lo c a l munic ip a litie s, se rvic e  a re a s, a nd  sp e c ia l d istric ts a nd  d isc usse s p o ssib le  

a re a s fo r imp ro ve me nt a nd  c o o rd ina tio n. While  LAFC o s ha ve  no  d ire c t re g ula to ry a utho rity 

o ve r c itie s a nd  sp e c ia l d istric ts, MSRs p ro vide  info rma tio n c o nc e rning  the  g o ve rna nc e  

struc ture s a nd  e ffic ie nc ie s o f se rvic e  p ro vide rs – a nd  ma y a lso  se rve  a s the  b a sis fo r 

sub se q ue nt LAFC o  d e c isio ns. The  MSR is inte nd e d  to  p ro vid e  info rma tio n a nd  a na lysis to  
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sup p o rt a  sphe re  o f influe nc e  up d a te . A writte n sta te me nt o f the  stud y’ s d e te rmina tio ns must 

b e  ma de  in the  fo llo wing  a re a s: 

1. G ro wth a nd  po p ula tio n p ro je c tio ns fo r the  a ffe c te d  a re a  

2. Lo c a tio n a nd  c ha ra c te ristic s o f a ny d isa dva nta g e d  uninc o rpo ra te d  c o mmunitie s 

within o r c o ntig uo us to  the  sphe re  o f influe nc e  

3. Pre se nt a nd  p la nne d  c a p a c ity o f p ub lic  fa c ilitie s, a d e q ua c y o f p ub lic  se rvic e s, 

a nd  infra struc ture  ne e d s o r d e fic ie nc ie s  

4. Fina nc ia l a b ility o f the  a g e nc y to  p ro vid e  se rvic e s 

5. Sta tus o f a nd  o p po rtunitie s fo r sha re d  fa c ilitie s 

6. Ac c o unta b ility fo r c o mmunity se rvic e  ne e d s, inc lud ing  g o ve rnme nta l struc ture  

a nd  o p e ra tio na l e ffic ie nc ie s 

7. Any o the r ma tte r re la te d  to  e ffe c tive  o r e ffic ie nt se rvic e  d e live ry, a s re q uire d  b y 

Co mmissio n po lic y 

This MSR is o rg a nize d  a c c o rd ing  to  the se  d e te rmina tio ns liste d  a b o ve . Info rma tio n re g a rd ing  

e a c h o f the  a b o ve  issue  a re a s is p ro vid e d  in this d o c ume nt. 

1.3 Purpose of Spheres of Influence 

In 1972, LAFC o s we re  g ive n the  po we r to  e sta b lish SOIs fo r a ll lo c a l a g e nc ie s unde r the ir 

jurisd ic tio n. As d e fine d  b y the  C KH Ac t, “ ‘ sp he re  o f influe nc e ’  me a ns a  p la n fo r the  p ro b a b le  

p hysic a l b o unda rie s a nd  se rvic e  a re a  o f a  lo c a l a g e nc y, a s d e te rmine d  b y the  c o mmissio n”  

(§ 56076). All b o und a ry c ha ng e s, suc h a s a nne xa tio ns, must b e  c o nsiste nt with a n a g e nc y’ s 

sp he re  o f influe nc e  with limite d  e xc e p tio ns. 

Pursua nt to  Humb o ld t LAFC o  po lic y, a n MSR is c o nd uc te d  p rio r to  o r in c o njunc tio n with its 

ma nd a te  to  re vie w a nd  up d a te  e a c h lo c a l a g e nc y’ s sp he re  o f influe nc e  e ve ry five  ye a rs o r 

a s ne c e ssa ry. The  munic ip a l se rvic e  re vie w p ro c e ss is inte nd e d  to  info rm the  Co mmissio n a s 

to  the  a va ila b ility, c a p a c ity, a nd  e ffic ie nc y o f lo c a l g o ve rnme nt se rvic e s p rio r to  ma king  

sp he re  o f influe nc e  d e te rmina tio ns.  

LAFCo  is re q uire d  to  ma ke  five  writte n d e te rmina tio ns whe n e sta b lishing , a me nding , o r 

up d a ting  a n SOI fo r a ny lo c a l a g e nc y tha t a d d re sse s the  fo llo wing  (§ 56425(c )): 

1. The  p re se nt a nd  p la nne d  la nd  use s in the  a re a , inc lud ing  a g ric ultura l a nd  o p e n spa c e  

la nd s. 

2. The  p re se nt a nd  p ro b a b le  ne e d  fo r p ub lic  fa c ilitie s a nd  se rvic e s in the  a re a . 

3. The  p re se nt c a p a c ity o f p ub lic  fa c ilitie s a nd  a d e q ua c y o f p ub lic  se rvic e s tha t the  

a g e nc y p ro vid e s o r is a utho rize d  to  p ro vid e . 

4. The  e xiste nc e  o f a ny so c ia l o r e c o no mic  c o mmunitie s o f inte re st in the  a re a  if the  

c o mmissio n d e te rmine s tha t the y a re  re le va nt to  the  a g e nc y. 

5. Fo r a n up d a te  o f a n SOI o f a  c ity o r sp e c ia l d istric t tha t p ro vid e s p ub lic  fa c ilitie s o r 

se rvic e s re la te d  to  se we rs, munic ipa l a nd  ind ustria l wa te r, o r struc tura l fire  p ro te c tio n, 

the  p re se nt a nd  p ro b a b le  ne e d  fo r tho se  p ub lic  fa c ilitie s a nd  se rvic e s o f a ny 

d isa dva nta g e d  uninc o rp o ra te d  c o mmunitie s within the  e xisting  sp he re  o f influe nc e . 

Se rvic e  re vie ws ma y a lso  c o nta in re c o mme nda tio ns fo r sp he re  o f influe nc e  o r g o ve rnme nt 

struc ture  c ha ng e s ne e d e d  to  imple me nt p o sitive  se rvic e  c ha ng e s. Whe re  mo re  d e ta ile d  
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a na lysis o f se rvic e  o p tio ns is ne c e ssa ry, se rvic e  re vie ws ma y c o nta in re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r 

sp e c ia l stud ie s whe re  the re  is the  p o te ntia l to  re d uc e  se rvic e  g a p s a nd  imp ro ve  se rvic e  le ve ls. 

1.4  Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities 

SB 244 (C ha p te r 513, Sta tute s o f 2011) ma d e  c ha ng e s to  the  C KH Ac t re la te d  to  

“d isa dva nta g e d  uninc o rp o ra te d  c o mmunitie s,”  inc lud ing  the  a d d itio n o f SOI d e te rmina tio n 

# 5 liste d  a b o ve . Disa dva nta g e d  uninc o rpo ra te d  c o mmunitie s, o r “DUC s,”  a re  inha b ite d  

te rrito rie s (c o nta ining  12 o r mo re  re g iste re d  vo te rs) whe re  the  a nnua l me dia n ho use ho ld  

inc o me  is le ss tha n 80 pe rc e nt o f the  sta te wid e  a nnua l me d ia n ho use ho ld  inc o me . 

Humb o ld t LAFCo  ha s a d o p te d  DUC -re la te d  p o lic y, whic h id e ntifie s 31 inha b ite d  

uninc o rp o ra te d  “ le g a c y”  c o mmunitie s fo r p urp o se s o f imple me nting  SB 244. The se  le g a c y 

c o mmunitie s we re  d e fine d  a s p a rt o f the  Humb o ld t C o unty 2014 Ho using  Ele me nt fo r a re a s 

no t lo c a te d  within the  sp he re  o f influe nc e  o f a  c ity. The re fo re , a d d itio na l re vie w is ne e d e d  to  

d e te rmine  “d isa dva nta g e d  uninc o rpo ra te d  c o mmunitie s”  within a nd  a d ja c e nt to  c ity 

sp he re s o f influe nc e . As suc h, this MSR will do c ume nt DUC s a sso c ia te d  with the  City o f Blue  

La ke  SOI.  

C KH Ac t Se c tio n 56375(a )(8)(A) p ro hib its LAFCo  fro m a pp ro ving  a  c ity a nne xa tio n o f mo re  

tha n 10 a c re s if a  DUC  is c o ntig uo us to  the  a nne xa tio n te rrito ry b ut no t inc lude d  in the  

p ro po sa l, unle ss a n a pp lic a tio n to  a nne x the  DUC  ha s b e e n file d  with LAFCo . The  le g isla tive  

inte nt is to  p ro hib it “ c he rry p ic king ”  b y c itie s o f ta x-g e ne ra ting  la nd  use s while  le a ving  o ut 

und e r-se rve d , inha b ite d  a re a s with infra struc ture  d e fic ie nc ie s a nd  la c k o f a c c e ss to  re lia b le  

p o ta b le  wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s. DUC s a re  re c o g nize d  a s so c ia l a nd  e c o no mic  

c o mmunitie s o f inte re st fo r p urp o se s o f re c o mme nd ing  SOI d e te rmina tio ns p ursua nt to  

Se c tio n 56425(c ). 

1.5 Organization of MSR/SOI Study 

This re po rt fo c use s o n ke y issue s tha t ma y b e  p a rtic ula rly re le va nt to  the  sub je c t a g e nc y while  

p ro vid ing  re q uire d  LAFCo  MSR a nd  SOI d e te rmina tio ns. This re po rt p ro vid e s the  fo llo wing : 

• A d e sc rip tio n o f the  sub je c t a g e nc y; 

• Any ne w info rma tio n sinc e  the  la st MSR a nd  a  d e te rmina tio n re g a rd ing  the  ne e d  to  

up d a te  the  SOI; 

• MSR d e te rmina tio ns fo r Co mmissio n re vie w; a nd  

• Id e ntifie s a ny o the r issue s tha t the  C o mmissio n sho uld  c o nsid e r in the  MSR/  SOI. 
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2.0 AGENCY OVERVIEW  

2.1 Overview 

Ta ble  1: City of Blue  Lake  Profile  

FORMATION 

Ag e nc y Na me  C ity o f Blue  La ke   

Inc o rpo ra tio n Da te   Ap ril 11,1910  

Ena b ling  Le g isla tio n 
G e ne ra l La w City, C a lifo rnia  Co nstitutio n, Artic le  11, Se c tio n 2, 

a nd  C a lifo rnia  Go ve rnme nt C o de  § 34000 e t se q . 

CONTACT  

Co nta c t Ama nd a  Ma g e r, C ity Ma na g e r 

E-ma il c ityma na g e r@ b lue la ke .c a .g o v 

C ity Ha ll 118 G re e nwo o d  Ave . Blue  La ke , C A 95525 

Ma iling  Ad d re ss P.O . Bo x 458, Blue  La ke , C A 95525 

Pho ne  707.668.5655 

We b site  www.b lue la ke .c a .g o v 

GOVERNANCE 

G o ve rning  Bo d y C ity C o unc il  

Co unc il Me e ting s Fo urth Tue sd a y o f e ve ry mo nth, 7:00 PM 

Me e ting  Lo c a tio n Skinne r Sto re , 111 G re e nwo o d  Ave . (b e hind  C ity Ha ll)  

SERVICES  

Se rvic e s Pro vid e d  Wa te r, Wa ste wa te r, Stre e t Ma inte na nc e , Pa rks & Re c re a tio n  

Are a s Se rve d  Inc o rpo ra te d  c ity limits a nd  surro unding  uninc o rp o ra te d  a re a s 

 

The  City o f Blue  La ke  is lo c a te d  in No rthe rn Humb o ld t C o unty in the  Ma d  Rive r Wa te rshe d . It 

is inla nd  o f the  Humb o ldt Ba y a re a  a lo ng  Hig hwa y 299. Tho ug h fo und e d  ye a rs e a rlie r, the  c ity 

wa s inc o rpo ra te d  in 1910 a nd  ha s a  c urre nt e stima te d  po p ula tio n o f 1,096 living  in a n a re a  

o f a b o ut 0.6 sq ua re  mile s (416 a c re s). It is g o ve rne d  b y a  five -me mb e r c ity c o unc il who se  

me mb e rs a re  e le c te d  a t la rg e .  

The  c ity ha s a  sma ll do wnto wn b usine ss d istric t a s we ll a s a n ind ustria l p a rk, b ut mo st re sid e nts 

a re  e mplo ye d  o utsid e  o f to wn, p rima rily in the  ne a rb y c itie s o f Arc a ta  a nd  Eure ka . Blue  La ke  

p ro vid e s a  re la tive ly full ra ng e  o f munic ipa l se rvic e s a nd  o p e ra te s its o wn p ub lic  wo rks 

d e p a rtme nt. The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  a lso  c o ntra c ts with o utsid e  a g e nc ie s to  p ro vid e  c e rta in 

munic ip a l se rvic e s, suc h a s g a rb a g e  c o lle c tio n a nd  re c yc ling . The  Blue  La ke  Fire  Pro te c tio n 

Distric t (FPD) p ro vid e s fire  a nd  re sc ue  se rvic e s within the  c ity limits a nd  to  surro und ing  a re a s 

inc lud ing  Gle nd a le , Lisc o m Hill, We st End  Ro a d , a nd  po rtio ns o f Ko rb e l.  

The  la st MSR wa s a d o p te d  in 2010 a nd  d o c ume nte d  the  ne e d  to  re d uc e  the  c ity’ s sp he re  o f 

influe nc e  to  b e tte r re fle c t the  p ro b a b le  p hysic a l b o und a ry a nd  se rvic e  a re a  o f the  c ity.  
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Altho ug h the  MSR wa s a d o p te d , the  p ro p o se d  SOI re d uc tio n wa s po stp o ne d  a t the  re q ue st 

o f the  c ity until the  Humb o ld t Co unty G e ne ra l Pla n wa s c o mple te d  in 2017. This do c ume nt 

will se rve  to  up d a te  info rma tio n re g a rd ing  c ity se rvic e s a nd  p ro vide  the  b a sis fo r up d a ting  

the  c ity’ s SOI.  

2.2 Jurisdictional Boundary 

Inc o rpo ration and Initial De ve lo pme nt 

The  City o f Blue  La ke  is lo c a te d  within the  a nc e stra l te rrito ry o f the  Wiyo t p e o p le . During  the  

1850s the  Wiyo t we re  fo rc e d  o ut o f the ir tra d itio na l te rrito ry a nd  kille d  in la rg e  numb e rs b y 

Euro -Ame ric a n se ttle rs. In 1908, the  Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  wa s e sta b lishe d  und e r the  Ra nc he ria  

Ac t/  

In 1861, the  13-a c re  Blue  La ke  wa s fo rme d  fro m flo o d ing  o f the  no rth fo rk o f Ma d  Rive r, a nd  it 

g a ve  the  to wn a  re so rt a tmo sphe re . As the  rive r c ha ng e d  c o urse  in the  1920s, the  la ke  

d isa p pe a re d  to  b e c o me  wha t to d a y is a  sma ll p o nd  o n p riva te  p ro p e rty.1 The  City o f Blue  

La ke  inc o rpo ra te d  a s a  g e ne ra l la w c ity in 1910, b e c o ming  the  6th c ity in Humb o ld t C o unty. 

The  p re se nt-d a y c ity c o mp rise s the  c o mmunitie s o f "o ld " Blue  La ke , Po we rsville , a nd  Sc o ttsville . 

The  la st mill in Blue  La ke  c lo se d  in the  1970s a nd  the  c ity is no w kno wn a s the  ho me  o f a  

b usine ss p a rk na me d  the  Po we rs C re e k Distric t, Blue  La ke  Po we r (a  b io ma ss e ne rg y 

p ro d uc e r), Ma d  Rive r Bre we ry, a nd  the  De ll’ Arte  Inte rna tio na l Sc ho o l o f Physic a l The a te r. 

City  Bo undary 

The  c urre nt b o und a ry is ro ug hly 0.65 sq ua re  mile s (416 a c re s) in a re a  a nd  is b o rd e re d  o n the  

we st b y the  Ma d  Rive r. The  c ity b o und a ry e xte nd s fro m slig htly p a st the  No rth Fo rk o f the  Ma d  

Rive r o n the  we st to  inc lud e  Blue  La ke  Bo ule va rd  to  the  e a st. The  c ity is surro und e d  b y rura l 

a nd  a g ric ultura l la nd  a nd  Sta te  Hig hwa y 299 runs just no rth o f the  inc o rpo ra te d  c ity. Se e  

Fig ure  1. 

City  Anne xatio ns 

The re  ha ve  b e e n no  a nne xa tio ns to  the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  sinc e  the  la st MSR in 2010. The  mo st 

siza b le  a nne xa tio ns o c c urre d  d uring  the  1980s c o nsiste nt with the  c ity’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. This 

inc lud e d  a n a nne xa tio n in 1983 to  e xp a nd  the  Blue  La ke  Ind ustria l Pa rk to  sup po rt the  

c o nstruc tio n o f a n 11-me g a wa tt b io ma ss p o we r p la nt. Afte r a p p ro va l o f this a nne xa tio n a nd  

p o we r p la nt c o nstruc tio n, a n a d d itio na l 124.5 a c re s wa s a nne xe d  to  the  c ity in 1984. The  c ity 

a lso  a ssume d  re spo nsib ility fo r ma inta ining  the  Ma d  Rive r Le ve e  a t this time . In 1985, Blue  La ke  

a nne xe d  8.76 a c re s to  inc o rpo ra te  so me  o f the  Wa ste wa te r Tre a tme nt Fa c ility tha t wa s 

o utsid e  c ity limits. In 1986, the  c ity a nne xe d  the  site  o f the ir 500,000-g a llo n wa te r sto ra g e  ta nk 

fo r p urp o se s o f ma na g e me nt a nd  c o ntro l. 

                                                   

1 Turne r, De nnis W. % Glo ria  H. (2010). Pla c e  Na me s o f Humb o ld t Co unty, C A. Ora ng e va le , C A: De nnis W. & Glo ria  H. Turne r. 

p p . 30–31. ISBN 978-0-9629617-2- As c ite d  in Wikipe d ia : http s:/ / e n.wikipe d ia .o rg / wiki/ Blue _La ke ,_Ca lifo rnia  
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2.3 Out of Agency Services 

C urre ntly, the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s to  a p p ro xima te ly 100 

p a rc e ls o utsid e  the  c ity b o und a ry (Fig ure  2). It is b e lie ve d  tha t the  ma jo rity o f the se  p a rc e ls 

ha ve  b e e n se rve d  p rio r to  Ja nua ry 1, 2001, a nd  we re  the re fo re  e xe mp t fro m LAFC o  re vie w 

a nd  a p p ro va l. The  c o ntinua tio n o f se rvic e  to  p re -e xisting  o ut o f a g e nc y p a rc e ls is no t 

c o nstra ine d  b y the  c ity’ s b o und a ry o r SOI. In a d d itio n, the  c ity ha s e xp re sse d  no  inte re st in 

a nne xing  p a rc e ls tha t a re  c urre ntly re c e iving  c ity se rvic e s d ue  in pa rt to  the  hig h c o sts 

a ssume d  b y the  ma inte na nc e  o f Blue  La ke  Bo ule va rd . C urre ntly, this a rte ria l ro a d  is 

ma inta ine d  b y Humb o ld t C o unty a nd  the  c o sts to  the  c ity o f a ssuming  re sp o nsib ility fo r ro a d  

re p a ir a nd  ma inte na nc e  is c o nsid e re d  p ro hib itive , e ve n with the  inc re a se d  ta x re ve nue  

a sso c ia te d  with a nne xa tio n. Any future  p ro p o sa ls to  e xte nd  se rvic e s o utsid e  the  c ity’ s 

b o und a ry wo uld  b e  sub je c t to  LAFCo  re vie w a nd  a p p ro va l p ursua nt to  G o ve rnme nt C o d e  

Se c tio n 56133 a nd  Humb o ld t LAFCo  p o lic y. 

2.4 Current Sphere of Influence  

The  City o f Blue  La ke  SOI e nc o mp a sse s 847 a c re s b e yo nd  the  c ity limits a nd  is b o rd e re d  b y 

the  No rth Fo rk o f the  Ma d  Rive r to  the  so uth a nd  Hig hwa y 299 to  the  no rth. Te rrito ry o utsid e  

the  c ity limits a nd  within the  SOI is c urre ntly d o ub le  the  a re a  c o nta ine d  within c ity limits (i.e ., 

416 a c re s). As no te d  p re vio usly, the  C o mmissio n c o nsid e re d  a n SOI re d uc tio n d uring  the  la st 

MSR re vie w c yc le  in 2010. Are a s p ro po se d  to  b e  e xc lude d  fro m the  SOI p rima rily inc lud e d  

re so urc e  la nd s tha t we re  no t p la nne d  fo r urb a n use s. At the  p ub lic  he a ring  he ld  o n Ja nua ry 

20, 2010, the  c ity c o mme nte d  tha t the ir SOI ha s b e e n p re -zo ne d  to  p re se rve  a g ric ultura l la nd s 

a nd  to  p re ve nt sp ra wl a nd  d e ve lo pme nt, no ting  tha t the  c ity ma y wish to  a nne x the se  la nds 

in the  future  fo r p re se rva tio n p urp o se s. The  c ity a d d e d  tha t the y we re  c urre ntly in the  p ro c e ss 

o f a na lyzing  the ir p ro je c te d  future  g ro wth a nd  re q ue ste d  tha t the  SOI a me ndme nt a nd  

re d uc tio n b e  p o stpo ne d  until the  ne xt ma nd a te d  MSR a nd  SOI up d a te , g iving  the  C o unty 

a d e q ua te  time  to  c o mple te  the ir G e ne ra l Pla n Up d a te  p ro c e ss. At the  Ja nua ry 20, 2010, 

LAFCo  he a ring , the  Co mmissio n a do p te d  Re so lutio n 10-02, a p p ro ving  this City o f Blue  La ke  

MSR, witho ut the  p ro po se d  SOI a me ndme nt a nd  re c o mme nd e d  re e va lua ting  the  SOI 

re d uc tio n d uring  the  ne xt MSR a nd  SOI up d a te  c yc le , p e nd ing  the  o utc o me  o f the  Co unty 

G e ne ra l Pla n Up d a te . 

Land Use  and De ve lo pme nt 

The  p re d o mina nt Humb o ld t Co unty la nd  use  d e sig na tio ns within the  e xisting  Blue  La ke  SOI 

inc lud e  Ag ric ultura l Exc lusive , Co nse rva tio n Flo o dwa y, Timb e rla nd , Trib a l La nd s, Re sid e ntia l 

Ag ric ulture , Urb a n Re se rve , a nd  Re side ntia l Esta te s. O the r use s inc lud e  Co mme rc ia l 

Re c re a tio n, Mixe d  Use , Pub lic  Fa c ility, a nd  Re sid e ntia l Lo w De nsity. La nd s d e sig na te d  a s 

Urb a n Re se rve , Re sid e ntia l Esta te s, Mixe d  Use , a nd  Re sid e ntia l Lo w De nsity ha ve  b e e n 

o utline d  in Humb o ld t Co unty’ s G e ne ra l Pla n a s a p p ro p ria te  to  re c e ive  so me  le ve l o f 

munic ip a l se rvic e s ra the r tha n re lying  o n o n-site  wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r syste ms. (Se e  Fig ure  

3). 
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Co mmunitie s o f Inte re st 

Whe n c o nside ring  a  munic ip a l se rvic e  p ro vide r’ s jurisd ic tio na l b o und a ry a nd  SOI, LAFCo  

c o nsid e rs the  e xiste nc e  o f surro unding  so c ia l o r e c o no mic  c o mmunitie s o f inte re st a nd  a re a s 

whic h ma y ha ve  fina nc ia l, g e o g ra p hic  o r o the r va rio us links to  the  munic ipa l p ro vid e r. The  

fo llo wing  “c o mmunitie s o f inte re st”  ha ve  b e e n id e ntifie d  within a nd  a d ja c e nt Blue  La ke ’ s 

c urre nt SOI:  

Gle nda le  

The  c o mmunity o f G le nd a le  is lo c a te d  a lo ng  Gle nda le  Ro a d , a p p ro xima te ly two  mile s we st 

o f Blue  La ke  a nd  a p p ro xima te ly e ig ht mile s e a st o f Arc a ta . The re  a re  a p p ro xima te ly 150 

ho using  units a nd  375 pe o p le  living  within the  Gle nd a le  c o mmunity b a se d  o n 2010 C e nsus 

Blo c k d a ta . The  Gle nd a le  a re a  re c e ive s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s fro m the  Fie ld b ro o k-

Gle nd a le  C SD, whic h c o ntra c ts with the  C ity o f Arc a ta  fo r wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt a nd  

d ispo sa l. In 2015, Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nda le  CSD a nne xe d  16 re sid e ntia l p a rc e ls a lo ng  Lisc o mb  Hill 

Ro a d  tha t ha d  b e e n o utsid e  the  b o und a rie s b ut re c e iving  wa te r a nd  se we r se rvic e s fro m the  

d istric t (LAFC o  Re so lutio n 15-18). A p o rtio n o f this a nne xa tio n a re a  (13 p a rc e ls), whic h is no w 

p a rt o f the  Fie ldb ro o k-Gle nd a le  C SD b o und a ry a nd  SOI, is within the  no rth-we ste rn a re a  o f 

Blue  La ke ’ s SOI (Se e  Fig ure  2). Blue  La ke  do e s no t se rve  the  Lisc o mb  Hill a re a  b ut d o e s p ro vid e  

wa te r se rvic e s to  a d ja c e nt re sid e ntia l p ro p e rtie s a lo ng  Gle nd a le  Drive , Hillto p  La ne , a nd  

Rive rvie w La ne . Bo th a g e nc ie s ha ve  se rve d  the  re g io n histo ric a lly, a nd  se rvic e  infra struc ture  

like ly p re d a te s LAFCo ’ s c urre nt p o lic ie s tha t d isc o ura g e  o ve rla p p ing  a g e nc y b o und a rie s a nd  

SOIs.  

Triba l Lands 

The  Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  a nd  o the r trib a lly-d e sig na te d  la nd s lie  within the  no rthwe st po rtio n 

o f Blue  La ke  SOI, in a n a re a  sub sta ntia lly surro und e d  b y the  c ity. The  Ra nc he ria  wa s o rig ina lly 

e sta b lishe d  in 1908 a nd  is a  fe d e ra lly re c o g nize d  trib a l g o ve rnme nt. The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  

c urre ntly p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s to  se ve ra l p a rc e ls within this a re a .  
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2.5 Sphere of Influence Update 

As p a rt o f this SOI up d a te , two  a lte rna tive s ha ve  b e e n d e ve lo p e d  fo r Co mmissio n 

c o nsid e ra tio n, a s d isc usse d  b e lo w.  

Re duc e d Sphe re  Alte rnative  

The  Re duc e d Sphe re  Alte rnative  wa s d e ve lo p e d  b a se d  upo n Humb o ld t LAFCo ’ s 2018 

up d a te d  a d o p te d  Ag ric ultura l a nd  Op e n Spa c e  La nd s Po lic y a nd  e xc lud e s the  ma jo rity o f 

re so urc e  la nd s no t d e sig na te d  fo r urb a n use s.  

Pe r Humb o ld t LAFC o  Bo und a ry C ha ng e  Po lic y 8.4(3) - “Re d uc e d  Sp he re s” :  

The  Co mmissio n ma y c o nside r re mo va l o f land fro m an a g e nc y’ s sp he re  o f influe nc e  

if the  te rrito ry c o nsists o f a g ric ultura l lands, o p e n sp a c e  lands o r a g ric ultura l p re se rve s 

who se  p re se rvatio n wo uld b e  je o p a rdize d b y inc lusio n within the  a g e nc y's sp he re , 

a nd/o r if the  land is no t e xp e c te d to  b e  de ve lo p e d fo r urb a n use s o r re q uire  urb an-

typ e  se rvic e s within the  ne xt 10 ye a rs o r mo re .  

As suc h this a lte rna tive  e xc lud e s the  ma jo rity o f la nd s d e sig na te d  a s Ag ric ultura l Exc lusive , 

Co nse rva tio n Flo o dwa y, o r Timb e r Pro d uc tio n in the  Humb o ld t Co unty G e ne ra l Pla n.  Tho se  

p a rc e ls id e ntifie d  b y the  C o unty via  la nd  use  d e sig na tio ns a s a p p ro pria te  to  re c e ive  so me  

le ve l o f munic ip a l se rvic e s we re  re ta ine d  within the  sp he re . Whe re ve r p o ssib le , the  a lte rna tive  

sp he re  b o und a ry wa s mo d ifie d  to  ma tc h e sta b lishe d  pa rc e l line s, a nd  the  Fie ld b ro o k-

Gle nd a le  SOI o ve rla p  wa s e limina te d . 

Le ve e  Alte rnative  

A se c o nd  sc e na rio  (Le ve e  Alte rna tive ) wa s d e ve lo p e d  fo r c o nsid e ra tio n a fte r d isc ussio ns with 

Blue  La ke  c ity sta ff re g a rd ing  the  a re a  in the  so uthe a st p o rtio n o f the  e xisting  sphe re . C ity sta ff 

id e ntifie d  the  a re a  to  the  e a st o f the  Po we rs C re e k Distric t, b e twe e n the  so uthe rn c ity limits 

a nd  the  No rth Fo rk o f the  Ma d  Rive r Le ve e , a s a  p a rt o f the  c o mmunity’ s so c ia l id e ntity. C ity 

sta ff no te d  tha t while  no t within c ity limits, the  le ve e  se rve s a s a  d istinc t c o mmunity se p a ra to r 

tha t p ro vid e s vie wshe d  a nd  re c re a tio na l o p po rtunitie s to  re sid e nts. C ity sta ff ind ic a te d  tha t 

while  Blue  La ke  ha s no  imme d ia te  p la ns to  a nne x the  a re a , the y wo uld  like  to  re ta in the  

sp he re  the re  to  b e  a b le  to  p a rtic ip a te  in a  hig he r le ve l o f re vie w re g a rd ing  Humb o ld t Co unty 

C a nna b is a c tivity a p p lic a tio ns. C urre ntly, the  Co unty ha s c a nna b is a c tivity a p p lic a tio ns o n 

file  fo r se ve ra l p a rc e ls in this a re a . Und e r the  C o unty’ s c urre nt C a nna b is Ord ina nc e 2, a  

c o nd itio na l use  p e rmit is re q uire d , a nd  a  he a ring  ma y b e  re q ue ste d  fo r c o mme rc ia l c a nna b is 

a c tivity whe n it is lo c a te d  within the  SOI o f a ny inc o rp o ra te d  c ity o r within a  C o mmunity 

Pla nning  Are a  (C PA). The  Le ve e  Alte rna tive  a lso  inc lud e s a ll la nd s the  c ity ha s ind ic a te d  the y 

se rve  o utsid e  a g e nc y b o und a rie s. Whe re ve r po ssib le , the  a lte rna tive  sp he re  b o unda ry wa s 

mo d ifie d  to  ma tc h e sta b lishe d  p a rc e l line s, a nd  the  Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nd a le  SOI o ve rla p  wa s 

e limina te d . 

 

                                                   

2 Humb o ld t Co unty Ord ina nc e  No . 2599 (CCLUO fo r the  Are a s Outside  the  Co a sta l Zo ne ). Ma y 8, 2018. 

http s:/ / humb o ld tg o v.o rg / Do c ume ntCe nte r/ Vie w/ 63734/ Ord -No -2599-CCLUO-inla nd -c e rtifie d -c o p y-PDF  
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3.0 SOCIO-ECONOMICS 

3.1 Growth and Population 

Histo ric al Gro wth  

In the  19th c e ntury, the  timb e r ind ustry wa s a  ma jo r p a rt o f the  Blue  La ke  e c o no my a nd  

shipp e d  wo o d  o n the  Arc a ta  a nd  Ma d  Rive r Ra ilro a d . The  Annie  a nd  Ma ry line , a s the  ra ilro a d  

wa s kno wn, wa s fo unde d  in 1854, a nd  wa s the  o ld e st wo rking  ra ilro a d  in Ca lifo rnia  until its 

c lo sure  in 19853. 

Like  o the r Pa c ific  No rthwe st to wns c lo se ly linke d  to  the  timb e r ind ustry, Blue  La ke  e xp e rie nc e d  

the  e b b  a nd  flo w o f p o p ula tio n g ro wth tha t typ ifie d  the  b o o m a nd  b ust c yc le  o f the  

Ame ric a n We st. Blue  La ke  e xp e rie nc e d  mo st o f its g ro wth po st-WWII fro m ro ug hly 1950-1970. 

The  to wn’ s p o p ula tio n mo re  tha n do ub le d  in the  p e rio d  fro m 1940-1960. Se e  Fig ure  4. 

Fig ure  4: City of Blue  Lake  Popula tion 

In the  1970s the  lumb e r ind ustry d e c line  re sulte d  in a  sta b iliza tio n o f Blue  La ke ’ s po p ula tio n 

g ro wth. Po p ula tio n numb e rs ha ve  sta ye d  re la tive ly ste a d y sinc e  the  1970s. During  the  la st 25-

ye a r p e rio d , Blue  La ke  ma d e  a  shift fro m b e ing  a  "mill to wn" with jo b s in o r ne a r Blue  La ke  to  

a  "b e d ro o m c o mmunity” , re p re se nting  a  d e sira b le , re sid e ntia l lo c a tio n fo r pe rso ns e mplo ye d  

in Arc a ta  a nd  Eure ka , a nd  fo r stud e nts a tte nd ing  Humb o ld t Sta te  Unive rsity in Arc a ta . The  

                                                   

3 Blue  La ke  C A Cha mb e r o f Co mme rc e  http :/ / www.sunnyb lue la ke .c o m/ histo ry/  
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De ll'Arte  Sc ho o l o f Physic a l The a te r d ra ws a tte ntio n to  Blue  La ke  a nd  a c c o unts fo r a s muc h 

a s 2% o r mo re  o f the  C ity's p o p ula tio n4. 

Curre nt and Pro je c te d Gro wth Patte rns  

C urre ntly, the  p o p ula tio n o f Blue  La ke  is e stima te d  a t 1,096. At a  p ro je c te d  c o untywide  

a nnua l g ro wth ra te  o f 0.5 p e rc e nt5, the  p o p ula tio n o f Blue  La ke  will re a c h a p p ro xima te ly 

1,201 b y 2030, a n a d d itio n o f 105 p e o p le .  

3.2 Land Use and Geographic Factors 

The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  inc lud e s a p p ro xima te ly 0.65 sq ua re  mile s o f urb a n a re a , fa rmla nd  a nd  

fo re ste d  a re a  within the  Ma d  Rive r Va lle y a lo ng  Hig hwa y 299. Re side ntia l la nd  use  in Blue  

La ke  is p re d o mina ntly sing le -fa mily re sid e nc e s. This inc lude s thre e  mo b ile  ho me  p a rks a nd  

ind ivid ua l mo b ile  ho me s lo c a te d  thro ug ho ut the  C ity. Re sid e ntia l use  is c o nc e ntra te d  no rth 

o f a nd  d istrib ute d  thro ug ho ut the  d o wnto wn a re a . Se e  Fig ure  3 fo r full la nd  use  d e ta ils.  

Eve nts a nd  fa c ilitie s tha t d ra w visito rs inc lud e  De ll' Arte  Inte rna tio na l Sc ho o l o f Physic a l The a tre  

p e rfo rma nc e s (e sp e c ia lly the  a nnua l Ma d  Rive r Fe stiva l), the  Blue  La ke  Muse um, the  Ma d  

Rive r Bre wing  Co mp a ny, the  Lo g g e r Ba r, a  sp a  with o ve rnig ht a c c o mmo d a tio ns, a nd  Annie  

& Ma ry Da y.  

The  a re a  surro und ing  Blue  La ke  is rura l a nd  sp a rse ly p o p ula te d . The  Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  Trib e , 

a n inte g ra l p a rt o f the  Blue  La ke  c o mmunity, o p e ne d  the  Blue  La ke  Ca sino  in 2002. While  no t 

a  p a rt o f the  City o f Blue  La ke , the  c a sino  d ra ws ma ny No rth C o a st re sid e nts to  to wn.6 

Po we rs Cre e k Distric t 

In 1980, the  City b e g a n p la ns fo r a n ind ustria l p a rk whic h is no w c a lle d  Blue  La ke  Po we rs C re e k 

Distric t a nd  inc lud e s a  po rtio n o f Po we rs C re e k, o p e n spa c e  b uffe r a re a s, a nd  the  Ma d  Rive r 

Le ve e . Lo c a te d  in the  so uthe rn po rtio n o f to wn, the  p a rk ma ke s up  a b o ut 15 p e rc e nt o f the  

to ta l c ity a re a , o r o ve r ha lf o f the  ind ustria lly de sig na te d  la nd . Ap p ro xima te ly 28 p e rc e nt o f 

C ity la nd  a re a  is d e sig na te d  fo r ind ustria l use , inc lud ing  a re a s a d ja c e nt to  the  ind ustria l p a rk. 

The  p a rk is c urre ntly d e sig na te d  p rima rily fo r lig ht ind ustria l use s; ho we ve r, the  Pla nning  

Co mmissio n is wo rking  o n a  ne w "O" (Op p o rtunity) Zo ne  tha t wo uld  a llo w fo r mixe d  use . 

C urre nt b usine sse s lo c a te d  the re  a re  the  Ma d  Rive r Bre we ry, Je we ll Distille ry, Wa lla c e  a nd  

Hinz (wo o dwo rking / p ro c e ssing ), Fish Bro the rs, To ma so ’ s Fo o d , Pa ra d ise  C a y (p ub lishing ), a nd  

mo re .7 

Co unty  Land Use   

La nd  use s in the  inc o rpo ra te d  te rrito ry surro und ing  Blue  La ke  a re  sub je c t to  the  Humb o ld t 

Co unty G e ne ra l Pla n, mo st re c e ntly up d a te d  in 2017. C urre ntly, the  Co unty is in the  p ro c e ss 

o f up d a ting  the  zo ning  within the  Blue  La ke  re g io n a nd  a lso  d e ve lo p ing  a  C o mmunity Pla n. 

Zo ning  is a ntic ip a te d  to  b e  fina lize d  in 2019 a nd  the  Co mmunity Pla n is a ntic ip a te d  to  

c o mme nc e  in 2020 to  re fle c t the  G e ne ra l Pla n Up d a te .  

 

 

                                                   

4 City o f Blue  La ke  Ge ne ra l Pla n Ho using  Ele me nt 2009 
5 Ca lifo rnia  De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n. “ Humb o ld t Ec o no mic  Fo re c a st” . Cre a te d  Se p te mb e r 26, 2017.  

http :/ / www.d o t.c a .g o v/ hq / tp p / o ffic e s/ e a b / so c io _e c o no mic _file s/ 2017/ Humb o ld t.p d f 
6 City o f Blue  La ke  Ge ne ra l Pla n Dra ft La nd  Use  Ele me nt 2006 
7 City o f Blue  La ke  We b site  http :/ / b lue la ke .c a .g o v/ b usine ss/ industria l-pa rk 
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Agric ultural Land and Ope n Spac e  

Ag ric ultura l use s, in a nd  a ro und  Blue  La ke , inc lud e  d a irying , g ra zing , a nd  c ro p  p ro d uc tio n. 

Mo st a g ric ultura l a re a s a re  o utsid e  the  C ity limits b ut a re  within the  City’ s SOI. Humb o ld t LAFCo  

is ma nda te d  b y the  C KH Ac t Se c tio n 56001 to  pro mo te  o rd e rly g ro wth b y d isc o ura g ing  urb a n 

sp ra wl, p re se rving  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  p rime  a g ric ultura l la nd s, a nd  e ffic ie ntly e xte nd ing  

g o ve rnme nt se rvic e s. The  C ity o f Blue  La ke ’ s c urre nt SOI c o ve rs a  la rg e  a re a , inc lud ing  a  rura l 

a nd  a g ric ultura l a re a  no rth o f Sta te  Hig hwa y 2998. 

Existing  o p e n sp a c e s within C ity limits inc lud e  Po we rs C re e k, a  sma ll re d wo o d  g ro ve , se ve ra l 

p a rc e ls o f la nd  in a g ric ultura l use , the  o ld  la ke  site , ra ilro a d  rig ht-o f-wa y, le ve e , a nd  the  

Sc ho o l C re e k Tra il a re a . Na tura l fe a ture s a nd  la nd  use  surro und ing  the  C ity a lso  a d d  to  the  

fe e ling  o f o p e n sp a c e  inc lud ing  the  Ma d  Rive r, hillsid e s in timb e r p ro d uc tio n, a nd  a g ric ultura l 

la nd . The se  fe a ture s func tio n a s a n o p e n sp a c e  "b uffe r," he lp ing  d e fine  Blue  La ke 's 

b o und a rie s a nd  id e ntify the  C ity a s a  rura l to wn.9 

Re c e nt C a lifo rnia  c o mme rc ia l c a nna b is re g ula tio ns a d d  a  ne w d ime nsio n to  a g ric ultura l-use  

c o nsid e ra tio ns within lo c a l jurisd ic tio ns. In uninc o rpo ra te d  te rrito ry o utsid e  Blue  La ke ’ s c ity 

limits, c a nna b is a c tivitie s a re  sub je c t to  Humb o ld t C o unty’ s Co mme rc ia l C a nna b is La nd  Use  

Ord ina nc e s. No ta b ly, a ny c a nna b is p ro je c t sub je c t to  the  Co unty’ s o rd ina nc e s lo c a te d  in o r 

within o ne  tho usa nd  fe e t o f a  c ity, o r within the  SOI o f a  c ity re q uire s a  Co nditio na l Use  Pe rmit 

fro m the  c o unty. Within Blue  La ke  c ity limits, c o mme rc ia l c a nna b is a c tivitie s a re  p ro hib ite d , 

a nd  re c re a tio na l c a nna b is a c tivitie s a re  re stric te d . Pe rso na l re sid e ntia l c ultiva tio n is limite d  to  

six p la nts a nd  p rio r to  b e g inning  c ultiva tio n, a  p e rmit must b e  p ro c ure d  fro m the  City10. 

3.3 Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities 

LAFCo  is re q uire d  to  e va lua te  d isa dva nta g e d  uninc o rpo ra te d  c o mmunitie s (DUC s) a s p a rt o f 

this re vie w, inc lud ing  the  lo c a tio n a nd  c ha ra c te ristic s o f a ny suc h c o mmunitie s within o r 

c o ntig uo us to  the  Blue  La ke  SOI. As no te d  p re vio usly, a  DUC is a n uninc o rp o ra te d  g e o g ra p hic  

a re a  with 12 o r mo re  re g iste re d  vo te rs with a  me d ia n ho use ho ld  inc o me  o f 80% o r le ss o f the  

sta te wid e  me dia n ho use ho ld  inc o me . The  id e ntific a tio n o f DUC s is inte nd e d  to  e nsure  tha t 

the  ne e d s o f the se  c o mmunitie s a re  me t whe n c o nside ring  se rvic e  e xte nsio ns a nd / o r 

a nne xa tio ns in uninc o rpo ra te d  a re a s. 

While  b y d e finitio n no t a  DUC , the  MHI o f the  c ity und e r re vie w is a  he lp ful ind ic a to r to  e sta b lish 

like ly re g io na l e c o no mic  c o nd itio ns. The  me dia n ho use ho ld  inc o me  (MHI) fo r the  C ity o f Blue  

La ke  is $45,750, whic h is 72 p e rc e nt o f C a lifo rnia ’ s sta te wid e  me d ia n ho use ho ld  inc o me  o f 

$63,78311. The  C ity is the re fo re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  a  d isa dva nta g e d  c o mmunity a nd  it’ s like ly 

tha t the  C ity’ s a d ja c e nt ne ig hb o rho o d s ma y q ua lify a s DUC s. One  a d ja c e nt re sid e ntia l a re a  

me e ts the  re g iste re d  vo te r c rite ria  fo r DUC  e va lua tio n: the  c o mmunity o f G le nda le  lo c a te d  

we st o f the  City a lo ng  Hig hwa y 299. 

The  c o mmunity o f G le nd a le , se rve d  b y the  Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nda le  C SD, ha s b e e n id e ntifie d  a s 

a  le g a c y c o mmunity in the  Humb o ld t C o unty G e ne ra l Pla n. Le g a c y c o mmunitie s a re  

uninc o rp o ra te d  a re a s tha t a re  g e o g ra phic a lly iso la te d  a nd  ha ve  b e e n inha b ite d  fo r a t le a st 

50 ye a rs12. Le g a c y c o mmunitie s a nd  d isa dva nta g e d  uninc o rpo ra te d  c o mmunitie s o fte n 

                                                   

8 City o f Blue  La ke  Ge ne ra l Pla n La nd  Use  Ele me nt 1986 
9 City o f Blue  La ke  Ge ne ra l Pla n La nd  Use  Ele me nt 1986 
10 City Co unc il o f Blue  La ke  Ord ina nc e  No . 526 Pe rso na l Ma rijua na  c ultiva tio n  
11 C A De pa rtme nt o f Wa te r Re so urc e s DAC Ma p ping  To o l http s:/ / g is.wa te r.c a .g o v/ a pp / d a c s/  
12 Humb o ld t Co unty Ge ne ra l Pla n 2017- Ho using  Ele me nt Ap p e ndix G   
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ha ve  sha re d  b o und a rie s. G le nd a le  is within a  Disa dva nta g e d  C o mmunity Tra c t a nd  the  MHI 

is liste d  a s $48,718, whic h is 76 p e rc e nt o f Ca lifo rnia ’ s sta te wid e  me dia n ho use ho ld  inc o me  o f 

$63,78313, the re b y q ua lifying  Gle nd a le  a s a  DUC.  

Within a  DUC , thre e  b a sic  se rvic e s a re  e va lua te d : wa te r, wa ste wa te r, a nd  fire  p ro te c tio n. 

The re  a re  two  lo c a l a g e nc y se rvic e  p ro vid e rs in Gle nd a le : the  Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nda le  C SD 

whic h p ro vide s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e  a nd  the  Blue  La ke  FPD whic h p ro vide s 

struc tura l fire  p ro te c tio n. The  Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nd a le  C SD p ro vid e s fire  p ro te c tio n se rvic e s within 

its Distric t no rth o f the  Gle nd a le  a re a , while  the  Blue  La ke  FPD p ro vid e s fire  p ro te c tio n se rvic e s 

within the  Gle nda le  a re a .   

Sho uld  future  a nne xa tio ns o r se rvic e  e xte nsio ns b e  p ro po se d  fo r the  C ity o f Blue  La ke , sp e c ia l 

c o nsid e ra tio n will b e  g ive n to  a ny p o te ntia l DUCs a ffe c te d  b y the  a nne xa tio n c o nsiste nt with 

GC  § 56375(8)(A) a nd  LAFC o  Po lic y. 

 

 

 

                                                   

13 C A De pa rtme nt o f Wa te r Re so urc e s DAC Ma p ping  To o l http s:/ / g is.wa te r.c a .g o v/ a pp / d a c s/  
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4.0 ACCOUNTABILITY AND GOVERNANCE 

4.1 Governance 

Go ve rnanc e  Struc ture  

The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  is a  “G e ne ra l La w”  c ity, o rg a nize d  und e r the  la ws se t fo rth in the  

G o ve rnme nt Co d e  c o mme nc ing  with Se c tio n 34000. The  C ity is g o ve rne d  b y a  five -me mb e r, 

a t-la rg e  e le c te d  c o unc il, whic h e sta b lishe s o ve ra ll po lic ie s fo r the  C ity. Annua lly, the  c o unc il 

se le c ts o ne  o f its me mb e rs to  se rve  a s ma yo r a nd  a no the r to  se rve  a s ma yo r p ro -te m. The  

ma yo r p re sid e s a t c o unc il me e ting s; the  ma yo r p ro -te m p re sid e s in the  ma yo r's a b se nc e . 

Me e ting s a re  he ld  o n the  se c o nd  a nd  fo urth Tue sd a y o f the  mo nth, unle ss o the rwise  p o ste d . 

Me e ting s sta rt a t 7:00 p .m. a nd  a re  he ld  a t the  Skinne r Sto re  Build ing  b e hind  City Ha ll lo c a te d  

a t 111 G re e nwo o d  Ave nue 14. All me e ting s a re  o p e n to  the  p ub lic  in a c c o rd a nc e  with the  

Bro wn Ac t a nd  a re  p ub lic ly p o ste d  a  minimum o f 72 ho urs p rio r to  the  me e ting  o n the  p ub lic  

b ulle tin b o a rd s lo c a te d  a t C ity Ha ll, the  p o st o ffic e , the  lib ra ry, a nd  o n the  City’ s we b site .  

4.2 Administration 

Blue  La ke  o p e ra te s with a  c o unc il-ma na g e r fo rm o f g o ve rnme nt, me a ning  the  c o unc il is the  

le g isla tive  b o d y a nd  the y a p p o int a  c ity ma na g e r to  a d ministe r the  d a ily o p e ra tio ns o f the  

C ity o n b e ha lf o f the  c ity c o unc il. As a  p a rt o f this syste m, the  c o unc il a lso  d ire c tly a p p o ints:  

• C ity Atto rne y 

• Co mmissio n, c o mmitte e , b o a rd , a g e nc y a nd  ta sk fo rc e  me mb e rs 

• C ity re p re se nta tive s to  o the r o rg a niza tio ns. [Ord . 213A § 2.60.001, 1992.] 

 

C ity c o unc il e le c tio ns a re  he ld  in No ve mb e r o f e ve n-numb e re d  ye a rs whe n e ithe r two  o r 

thre e  c o unc il me mb e rs a re  e le c te d  to  fo ur-ye a r te rms. The  c o unc il me mb e rs wo rk to g e the r 

to  e na c t la ws a nd  e sta b lish a dministra tive  c ity p o lic y thro ug h the  c o unc il's rule s a nd  

re g ula tio ns. The  c urre nt C ity C o unc il me mb e rship  is sho wn in Ta b le  2: 

Ta ble  2. Blue  La ke  City Counc il  

Counc il Me mbe rs Conta c t Te rm Expira tion  

Ade le ne  Jone s, Ma yor   a jo ne s@ b lue la ke .c a .g o v No ve mb e r 2020 

Bobbie  Ric c a , Ma yor Pro Te m  b ric c a @ b lue la ke .c a .g o v No ve mb e r 2020 

Chris Curra n c c urra n@ b lue la ke .c a .g o v No ve mb e r 2022 

Ela ine  Hoga n e ho g a n@ b lue la ke .c a .g o v No ve mb e r 2022 

Summe r Da ug he rty  sd a ug he rty@ b lue la ke .c a .g o v No ve mb e r 2020 

 

                                                   

14 City o f Blue  La ke : b lue la ke .c a .g o v/ ho me  
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At the  e nd  o f e a c h c a le nd a r ye a r, the  C ity C le rk p ub lishe s a  list o f a ll a p p o intme nts to  the  

re g ula r a nd  o ng o ing  c o mmissio ns whic h a re  a p po inte d  b y the  C ity Co unc il. This is d o ne  

p ursua nt to  the  Ma d d y Ac t, G o ve rnme nt Co d e  Se c tio n 54970. This list is p o ste d  a t the  lo c a l 

lib ra ry b ra nc h a nd  o nline  a nd  up da te d  whe n ne e d e d . Co mmissio ns tha t a re  a p p o inte d  b y 

the  C ity C o unc il inc lude : 

• Pla nning  Co mmissio n 

• Pub lic  Sa fe ty C o mmissio n  

• Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n Co mmissio n 

• Ec o no mic  De ve lo pme nt C o mmissio n  

During  the  2017-18 Fisc a l Ye a r, the  c ity e mplo ye d  a  to ta l o f 8 full-time  a nd  7 c o ntra c t 

e mplo ye e s. The  C ity a lso  e mplo ys p a rt-time  a nd  se a so na l wo rke rs.   

City  Manage r 

The  C ity Ma na g e r is re sp o nsib le  fo r the  a dministra tio n o f munic ip a l a ffa irs. All munic ip a l 

d e p a rtme nts o p e ra te  und e r the  sup e rvisio n o f the  City Ma na g e r. Und e r the  d ire c tio n o f the  

C ity Ma na g e r, c ity sta ff, using  the  re so urc e s a p pro p ria te d  b y the  C o unc il in the  b ud g e t, c a rry 

o ut the  p o lic ie s o f the  Co unc il. The  C ity Ma na g e r a lso  se rve s a s the  Dire c to r o f Pub lic  Wo rks. 

Pub lic  Wo rks o ve rse e s ma ny a sp e c ts o f C ity ma na g e me nt inc lud ing ; p ub lic  wo rks 

a dministra tio n, e c o no mic  d e ve lo pme nt, C ity Cle rk, p e rso nne l, re c ruitme nt, p urc ha sing , 

c o ntra c ts, b ud g e t o ve rsig ht, so lid  wa ste , sp e c ia l p ro je c ts, so lid  wa ste  & re c yc ling  se rvic e s, 

inte rg o ve rnme nta l re la tio ns, g ra nt a c q uisitio n, a nd  p ub lic  info rma tio n.  

City  Cle rk  

The  C ity Cle rk is the  lo c a l o ffic ia l who  a dministe rs d e mo c ra tic  p ro c e sse s suc h a s e le c tio ns, 

a c c e ss to  c ity re c o rd s, a nd  a ll le g isla tive  a c tio ns e nsuring  tra nsp a re nc y to  the  p ub lic . The y 

a lso  a c t a s a  c o mplia nc e  o ffic e r fo r fe d e ra l, sta te , a nd  lo c a l sta tute s inc lud ing  the  Po litic a l 

Re fo rm Ac t, the  Bro wn Ac t, a nd  the  Pub lic  Re c o rd s Ac t. Ad d itio na l d utie s inc lud e  ma na g ing  

p ub lic  inq uirie s a nd  re la tio nship s a nd  a rra ng e s fo r c e re mo nia l a nd  o ffic ia l func tio ns.  

Planning  Commissio n and De partme nt 

The  Blue  La ke  Pla nning  Co mmissio n is a n a dviso ry a g e nc y a p p o inte d  b y the  C ity C o unc il tha t 

ma ke s re c o mme nd a tio ns re la ting  to  the  g ro wth a nd  d e ve lo pme nt o f the  C ity. The  Pla nning  

Co mmissio n is the  a p p ro ving  a utho rity fo r sub d ivisio ns, lo t me rg e rs a nd  lo t line  a d justme nts, 

use  p e rmits, a nd  va ria nc e s. Ap p o intme nts a re  he ld  in June  o f e ve n-numb e re d  ye a rs, in whic h 

e ithe r two  o r thre e  p la nning  c o mmissio n me mb e rs a re  e le c te d  to  fo ur-ye a r te rms. The  

Pla nning  Co mmissio n me e ts a t 7 pm. the  third  Mo nd a y o f e a c h mo nth a t the  Skinne r Sto re  

lo c a te d  b e hind  C ity Ha ll.  

The  Pla nning  De p a rtme nt utilize s c o ntra c t p la nning  a nd  e ng ine e ring  se rvic e s to  me e t sta ffing  

a nd  p ro je c t ne e d s. C ity p la nning  se rvic e s inc lude  e nviro nme nta l re vie w a nd  imple me nta tio n 

o f the  C ity's la nd  use  a nd  d e ve lo pme nt p o lic ie s a s id e ntifie d  in the  G e ne ra l Pla n. This inc lud e s 

a dministra tio n o f the  C ity's zo ning , sub d ivisio n, a nd  e nviro nme nta l o rd ina nc e s. The  Pla nne r 

a lso  p ro vid e s sup po rt to  the  Build ing  Offic ia l, Dire c to r o f Pub lic  Wo rks, C ity Atto rne y, C ity 

Ma na g e r, C ity C o unc il, a nd  the  Pla nning  Co mmissio n. Eng ine e ring  se rvic e s inc lud e  the  



 

Chapter 4 – Accountability and Governance  Page 18 

re vie w, d e sig n, a nd  re c o mme nd a tio n o f tra nsp o rta tio n, wa te r, wa ste wa te r, a nd  b uild ing  

imp ro ve me nts a nd  up g ra d e s.15 

A b uild ing  o ffic ia l is a va ila b le  to  the  p ub lic  a t C ity Ha ll e ve ry We d ne sd a y fo r b uild ing  p e rmit 

q ue stio ns a nd  ne e d s. Ap p o intme nts with the  p la nne r a re  a lso  a va ila b le  o n the  2nd  a nd  4th 

We d ne sd a ys o f e ve ry mo nth fo r q ue stio ns a b o ut zo ning , se tb a c ks, ho me  o c c upa tio n p e rmits, 

a nd  o the r p la nning  re la te d  q ue stio ns. 

Othe r City  Commissio ns  

Othe r C ity c o mmissio ns inc lud e  a  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n Co mmissio n, a  Pub lic  Sa fe ty 

Co mmissio n, a nd  a n Ec o no mic  De ve lo pme nt Co mmissio n. 

4.3 Accountability 

Whe n c o nd uc ting  se rvic e  re vie ws a nd  re vie wing  p ro po sa ls, LAFC o  c o nsid e rs a n a g e nc y’ s 

a c c o unta b ility fo r c o mmunity se rvic e  ne e d s, inc lud ing  g o ve rnme nta l struc ture , o p e ra tio na l 

e ffic ie nc ie s, fina nc ia l re so urc e s, a nd  p ro mo ting  p ub lic  a c c e ss.  

The  City o ffe rs multip le  wa ys to  ke e p  c itize ns info rme d  a b o ut se rvic e s, me e ting s, fina nc e s a nd  

d e c isio n-ma king  p ro c e sse s. Pub lic  no tic e s a re  p o ste d  o n the  we b site . Pa st me e ting  a g e nd a s 

a nd  me e ting  minute s ma y b e  fo und  in the  Arc hive  se c tio n o f the  C ity’ s we b site . Fina nc ia l 

re p o rts a re  p re se nte d  mo nthly a t C o unc il me e ting s a nd  the  C o unc il re vie ws a n Annua l 

Fina nc ia l Re p o rt in a  sp e c ia l p ub lic  me e ting  e ve ry Ja nua ry. The  p ub lic  ma y a lso  p ro vide  

ve rb a l c o mme nts o r c o mpla ints b y p ho ne  o r in p e rso n a t C ity Ha ll d uring  b usine ss ho urs 

a nd / o r a t City C o unc il me e ting s d uring  the  g e ne ra l p ub lic  c o mme nt p e rio d . 

City  Counc il Me e tings and Age ndas 

Ag e nd a s a nd  minute s o f c o unc il me e ting s a re  p o ste d  o n the  City’ s we b site  a s re q uire d  b y 

the  C a lifo rnia  Bro wn Ac t (AB 2257).16 An a me ndme nt (G o ve rnme nt C o d e  se c tio n 54954.2) to  

the  Bro wn Ac t ta king  e ffe c t Ja nua ry 1, 2019, will re q uire  lo c a l a g e nc ie s to  c o mply with ne w 

re q uire me nts fo r p o sting  a g e nda s o n the ir we b site . The  ne w a me ndme nt will re q uire  

a g e nc ie s with we b site s to  po st a  p ro mine nt, d ire c t link o n the ir p rima ry we b  p a g e s to  the  

c urre nt a g e nd a  fo r a ll me e ting s whic h o c c ur o n a nd  a fte r Ja nua ry 1, 2019.17 In a d d itio n, the  

a g e nd a  must b e  in a  fo rma t tha t is re trie va b le , d o wnlo a d a b le , ind e xa b le , a nd  e le c tro nic a lly 

se a rc ha b le  b y c o mmo nly use d  Inte rne t se a rc h a p p lic a tio ns.18 Ag e nd a s a nd  minute s o f C ity 

Co unc il me e ting s a re  c urre ntly p o ste d  o nline  o n the  City’ s we b site .  

Budge ts 

The  C ity p o sts its a nnua l b ud g e t o n its we b pa g e  thro ug h a  link lo c a te d  o n the  ma in pa g e  o f 

the  we b site . Me mb e rs o f the  p ub lic  c a n a c c e ss, p e ruse , a nd  d o wnlo a d  the  C ity’ s c urre nt 

b ud g e t o nline  thro ug h the  C ity’ s we b site . Bud g e ts a re  p re p a re d  a nd  p re se nte d  to  the  

Co unc il b y the  City Ma na g e r fo r a p p ro va l a nd  a d o p tio n o n a n a nnua l b a sis.  

                                                   

15 FY 2018-19 City o f Blue  La ke  Ad o p te d  Bud g e t 
16Ame nd me nt to  the  Bro wn Ac t Pro vide s fo r Ne w We b site  a nd  Ag e nd a  Re q uire me nts. 

http s:/ / www.ha nso nb rid g e tt.c o m/ Pub lic a tio ns/ a rtic le s/ 2017-07-p ub lic -a g e nc y-b ro wn-a c t  
17 Ame nd me nt to  the  Bro wn Ac t Pro vide s fo r Ne w We b site  a nd  Ag e nd a  Re q uire me nts 

http s:/ / www.ha nso nb rid g e tt.c o m/ Pub lic a tio ns/ a rtic le s/ 2017-07-p ub lic -a g e nc y-b ro wn-a c t 
18 Ib id  

https://www.hansonbridgett.com/Publications/articles/2017-07-public-agency-brown-act
https://www.hansonbridgett.com/Publications/articles/2017-07-public-agency-brown-act
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Ge ne ral Plan 

The  la st c o mple te  C ity G e ne ra l Pla n wa s a pp ro ve d  in 1986. This p la n a nd  a ny o f the  sinc e  

up d a te d  se c tio ns a re  no t c urre ntly a va ila b le  o nline  fo r p ub lic  re vie w. Pro vid ing  the  c o mple te  

a d o p te d  g e ne ra l p la n o nline  fo r the  p ub lic  wo uld  imp ro ve  a c c o unta b ility a nd  he lp  c itize ns 

b e tte r und e rsta nd  Blue  La ke ’ s o p e ra tio ns a nd  de c isio n-ma king  p ro c e sse s. 

In 2014, the  City o f Blue  La ke  wa s a wa rd e d  a  $134,385 g ra nt fro m the  C a lifo rnia  Stra te g ic  

G ro wth C o unc il thro ug h the  Susta ina b le  Co mmunitie s Pla nning  a nd  Inc e ntive s G ra nt 

Pro g ra m to  inc o rpo ra te  c lima te  a c tio n a nd  susta ina b ility p o lic ie s a s pa rt o f a  G e ne ra l Pla n 

a nd  Zo ning  Ord ina nc e  up d a te . Stre a mline  Pla nning  Co nsulta nts (no w p a rt o f SHN 

e ng ine e ring ), the  c o ntra c t C ity Pla nne r fo r Blue  La ke , sub mitte d  the  g ra nt a p p lic a tio n o n 

b e ha lf o f the  C ity. The  g ra nt wo rk will b e  c o mple te d  jo intly b y C ity Sta ff, Stre a mline  Pla nning  

Co nsulta nts a nd  Re dwo o d  C o a st Ene rg y Autho rity. One  o f the  g ra nt ta sks is ta rg e te d  re visio ns 

to  the  C ity G e ne ra l Pla n, inc lud ing  up da te s to  the  La nd  Use , C irc ula tio n a nd  Ho using  

e le me nts a nd  the  a d d itio n o f a n Ene rg y e le me nt.19  

C a lifo rnia  ha s re q uire d  tha t a ll c itie s a d e q ua te ly p la n to  me e t the  ho using  ne e d s o f e ve ryo ne  

in the  c o mmunity a s a n e sse ntia l e le me nt o f a  c ity g e ne ra l p la n. The  p rima ry me c ha nism fo r 

a  c ity to  d o  this is b y a d o p ting  a  “ho using  p la n”  kno wn a s a  ho using  e le me nt. A c ity is re q uire d  

to  d e ve lo p  a nd  up da te  a  Ho using  Ele me nt a t five -ye a r inte rva ls a nd  sub mit a nnua l p ro g re ss 

re p o rts to  the  C A De p a rtme nt o f Ho using  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo pme nt (HC D). Blue  La ke ’ s 

Ho using  Ele me nt wa s la st a p p ro ve d  b y HC D in 2009 a nd  a  d ra ft e le me nt (no t a p p ro ve d  b y 

HC D) fro m 2015 is a va ila b le  fo r info rma tio n p urp o se s Sinc e  the n, Blue  La ke  ha s no t sub mitte d  

a  d ra ft ho using  e le me nt fo r the  c urre nt 5th c yc le  ho using  e le me nt p la nning  p e rio d  a nd  the  

d o c ume nt is c o nsid e re d  p a st d ue 20. C ity sta ff re p o rts the y a re  c urre ntly in the  p ro c e ss o f 

up d a ting  the ir d ra ft ho using  e le me nt.  

An up d a te d  HC D a p p ro ve d  Ho using  Ele me nt wo uld  a g a in imp ro ve  the  C ity’ s a c c o unta b ility 

to  p la n fo r ho using  ne e d s o f tho se  who  will live  a nd  wo rk in its c o mmunity. Ad d itio na lly, tho se  

who  b uild  ho me s a nd  he lp  fa milie s b e c o me  ho me o wne rs o fte n re ly o n fund ing  fro m sta te  

a nd  fe d e ra l ho using  pro g ra ms a dministe re d  b y HC D a nd  o the r sta te  d e p a rtme nts a nd  

a g e nc ie s. Whe the r a  jurisd ic tio n ha s a  c o mplia nt Ho using  Ele me nt c a n imp a c t the ir e lig ib ility 

fo r fund ing  in ma ny c a se s. 

4.4 Shared Facilities 

Typ ic a lly, the  p rima ry p ub lic  se rvic e  issue  fa c ing  rura l c o mmunitie s is the  p ro visio n o f 

a d e q ua te  p ub lic  se rvic e s a nd  fund ing , ra the r tha n issue s o f o ve rla p p ing  o r d up lic a tive  

se rvic e s p ro vid e d  b y a no the r p ub lic  a g e nc y. The  se rvic e s a nd  fa c ilitie s p ro vid e d  b y the  C ity 

o f Blue  La ke  a re  c ritic a l to  re sid e nts o f the  a re a . The  c ity c o lla b o ra te s with o the r p ub lic  

a g e nc ie s to  p ro vid e  se rvic e  mo re  e ffic ie ntly o r e ffe c tive ly. So me  o f Blue  La ke ’ s c o lla b o ra tive  

a c tivitie s inc lud e  the  fo llo wing : 

                                                   

19 City o f Blue  La ke  we b site   
20C A De p t. o f Ho using  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo pme nt. Ho using  Ele me nt Imple me nta tio n Tra c ke r. Up d a te d  12/ 04/ 2018 

http :/ / www.hc d .c a .g o v/ c o mmunity-de ve lo pme nt/ ho using -

e le me nt/ d o c s/ Ho using _Ele me nt_Imple me nta tio n_Tra c ke r.xlsx 
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• A lo ng -te rm re la tio nship  with the  Frie nd s o f the  Blue  La ke  Lib ra ry, a  no n-p ro fit tha t 

sup p o rts the  p ro g ra ms a nd  fa c ilitie s o f the  Blue  La ke  Lib ra ry. The  Blue  La ke  Lib ra ry is a  

b ra nc h o f the  Humb o ldt C o unty Lib ra ry syste m.  

• A lo ng -te rm re la tio nship  with the  Blue  La ke  Fire  Pro te c tio n Distric t, whic h p ro vid e s fire  

p ro te c tio n a nd  re sc ue  se rvic e s to  Blue  La ke  a nd  surro und ing  a re a s.  

• Me mb e rship  in the  Re dwo o d  C o a st Ene rg y Autho rity (RC EA), a  jo int p o we rs a utho rity 

fo und e d  in 2003 who se  me mb e rs inc lude  the  se ve n c itie s, the  c o unty, a nd  the  

Humb o ld t Ba y Munic ip a l Wa te r Distric t. RC EA a dministe rs Humb o ld t C o unty’ s 

Co mmunity C ho ic e  Ene rg y p ro g ra m, whic h o ffe rs lo c a l re ne wa b le  e ne rg y a nd  lo we r 

e ne rg y p ric e s to  Humb o ld t C o unty re sid e nts a nd  b usine sse s. 

• Me mb e rship  in the  Humb o ld t Co unty Asso c ia tio n o f Go ve rnme nts (HC AOG ), a  JPA 

c o mp rise d  o f the  se ve n c itie s a nd  the  c o unty. HC AOG  is the  de sig na te d  Re g io na l 

Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla nning  Ag e nc y a nd  is la rg e ly re sp o nsib le  fo r p ro g ra mming  sta te  

hig hwa y, lo c a l stre e t a nd  ro a d  imp ro ve me nts, a nd  p ub lic  tra nspo rta tio n re so urc e s. 

• The  Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  Tra nsit Autho rity is p a rtia lly fund e d  b y the  C ity a nd  p ro vide s 

re g ula r b us se rvic e  fro m Blue  La ke  to  the  C ity o f Arc a ta . The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  is 

c urre ntly no t a  me mb e r o f the  Humb o ld t Tra nsit Autho rity (HTA), a  JPA sig ne d  b y 

Humb o ld t Co unty a nd  the  c itie s o f Arc a ta , Eure ka , Fo rtuna , Rio  De ll, a nd  Trinid a d . All 

c itie s within the  a g re e me nt a re  se rve d  b y fixe d  ro ute  a nd  d ia l-a -ride  tra nsit o p tio ns 

tha t a llo w a c c e ss thro ug ho ut Humb o ld t Co unty.  
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5.0 SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

5.1 Service Overview  

The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  p ro vid e s se ve ra l munic ipa l se rvic e s e ithe r d ire c tly o r thro ug h c o ntra c ts 

with o the r g o ve rnme nta l a g e nc ie s o r p riva te  c o mp a nie s. Munic ip a l se rvic e s p ro vid e d  d ire c tly 

b y the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  inc lud e :  

o Wa te r se rvic e   

o Wa ste wa te r c o lle c tio n, tre a tme nt, a nd  d ispo sa l  

o Stre e ts, sto rmwa te r d ra ina g e , a nd  stre e t lig hting   

o Pa rks a nd  re c re a tio n 

5.2 Water 

The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  wa te r syste m d e live rs tre a te d  wa te r to  a p p ro xima te ly # # # #  c usto me rs. 

The re  a re  # # #  c o nne c tio ns within the  syste m tha t se rve  # #  re sid e ntia l, # #  c o mme rc ia l, # #  

a g ric ultura l a nd  fo ur industria l p ro p e rtie s. Ap p ro xima te ly # # #  o f the se  c o nne c tio ns a re  within 

the  C ity limits a nd  a p p ro xima te ly # # #  a re  within the  Co unty’ s jurisd ic tio n.  

Wate r Sourc e   

The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  o b ta ins a ll o f its d o me stic  wa te r sup p ly thro ug h a  c o ntra c t with the  

Humb o ld t Ba y Munic ipa l Wa te r Distric t (HBMWD). Wa te r is d e live re d  to  the  c ity via  a  b o o ste r 

p ump  sta tio n no rthwe st o f the  C ity o n Gle nda le  Drive . The  City’ s d a ily use  a llo tme nt is 

c urre ntly 400,000 g a llo ns, e sta b lishe d  via  a  c o ntra c t with HBMWD. During  the  2017-18 Fisc a l 

Ye a r, the  C ity re p o rte d  a n a ve ra g e  use  o f 204,712 g a llo ns p e r d a y (g p d ), 51% o f the ir d a ily 

a llo tme nt fro m HBMWD. In the  sa me  ye a r, d uring  the  p e a k use  mo nth o f Aug ust, c ity wa te r 

c usto me rs utilize d  a n a ve ra g e  o f 244,900 g a llo ns p e r d a y o r 61% o f the  400,000 g p d  a llo tme nt 

fro m HBMWD. The  C ity re p o rts tha t the  2017-18 wa te r use  wa s hig he r tha n a ve ra g e  d ue  to  a n 

o ng o ing  wa te r le a k. Onc e  a d d re sse d , c ity wa te r use  is a ntic ipa te d  to  d e c re a se .  

Infrastruc ture , Distributio n, and Sto rage   

The  syste m inc lud e s two  re dwo o d  wa te r sto ra g e  ta nks, tra nsmissio n ma ins, fire  hyd ra nts, 

va lve s, a nd  the  wa te r se rvic e s fro m the  ma ins to  ind ivid ua l wa te r me te rs. The  C ity o wns a nd  

o p e ra te s the  b o o ste r p ump  sta tio n o n Gle nda le  Drive , whic h p ump s wa te r thro ug h a  sing le  

p ip e  into  the  C ity's ma in d istrib utio n syste m to  a  p re ssure  ne e d e d  to  fill two  sto ra g e  ta nks. The  

d istrib utio n syste m c o nsists o f 51,050 fe e t o f p ip e line  whic h is mo stly a sb e sto s c e me nt, insta lle d  

in 1973. The  b o o ste r sta tio n p ump s wa te r into  to wn a nd  the  wa te r tha t is no t use d  flo ws 

thro ug h the  syste m a nd  into  the  City’ s sto ra g e  ta nks. The  City ha s two  re d wo o d  sto ra g e  ta nks 

with a  to ta l sto ra g e  c a p a c ity o f 900,000 g a llo ns. The  ta nks e a c h ha ve  a  sing le  inle t/ o utle t 

p ip e . 

Wate r Se rvic e  Rate s  

The  c ity’ s wa te r se rvic e  ra te s a re  summa rize d  in Ta b le  3. Wa te r b ills a re  b a se d  up o n a  fixe d  

mo nthly b a se  fe e  p lus a  tie re d  c ha rg e  b a se d  up o n usa g e . The  c ity p ro vid e s wa te r se rvic e s 

b e yo nd  its jurisd ic tio na l b o und a ry a nd  ha s e sta b lishe d  a  se p a ra te  fe e  struc ture , inc re a se d  b y 
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a  fa c to r o f 50% fo r the se  se rvic e s c iting 21 a d d itio na l c o sts a nd  risks in c o nne c tio n with 

o p e ra ting  a nd  ma inta ining  the  syste m.  

C ity wa te r ra te s a re  se t via  o rd ina nc e . C urre nt ra te s we re  se t in 2013, a nd  e sta b lishe d  a  ra te  

inc re a se  sc he d ule  o ve r a  two -ye a r p e rio d , fro m 2013 to  2015 (se e  Ta b le  X fo r c urre nt ra te s). 

Ra te s ma y a lso  b e  a d juste d  to  p a ss thro ug h the  who le sa le  c o sts o f wa te r p urc ha se s fro m the  

Humb o ld t Ba y Munic ipa l Wa te r Distric t. The  C ity re p o rts tha t it is in the  e a rly sta g e s o f a  

p la nning  p ro c e ss to  a na lyze  the  o p e ra tio na l a nd  c a p ita l ne e d s fo r the  C ity's wa te r syste m 

a nd  p ro p o se  ra te  a d justme nts.  

Wa te r usa g e  ra te s p e r p e rso n p e r ho use ho ld  va ry d e p e nd ing  o n a nnua l se a so na l c o nd itio ns. 

The  a ve ra g e  Ame ric a n fa mily o f fo ur use s a ro und  10,500 g a llo ns (1,400 c ub ic  fe e t) in a  30-

d a y p e rio d 22. G ive n this b a se line , 49% o f the  b ill is a  fixe d  mo nthly c ha rg e , a nd  51% is b a se d  

o n the  a mo unt o f wa te r c o nsump tio n.  

Ta ble  3. 2019 Wate r Se rvic e  Ra te s 

 Cha rg e  Type  Monthly Cha rg e  

Inside  City Ra te  Ba se  Fe e  fo r 5/ 8”  o r 3/ 4”  p ip e  (mo st 

re sid e nc e s) 
$25.01 

0 - 200 c u. ft. (c o nsump tio n) $1.70 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

201- 400 c u. ft. (c o nsump tio n) $1.80 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

401 – 1200 (c o nsump tio n) $1.91 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

1201 a nd  up  (c o nsump tio n) $1.86 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

Outside  City Ra te  Ba se  Fe e  fo r 5/ 8”  o r 3/ 4" p ip e  (mo st 

re sid e nc e s) 
$37.51  

0 - 200 c u. ft. (c o nsump tio n) $ 2.55 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

201- 400 c u. ft. (c o nsump tio n) $ 2.71 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

401 – 1200 (c o nsump tio n) $ 2.86 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

1201 a nd  up  (c o nsump tio n) $ 2.78 p e r 100 c u. ft. 

 

5.3 Wastewater  

The  Blue  La ke  wa ste wa te r syste m se rve s a pp ro xima te ly 1,255 c usto me rs23 to  # # #  to ta l 

c o nne c tio ns. The  se rvic e  a re a  inc lud e s the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  (b usine ss a nd  re sid e ntia l), the  

Blue  La ke  Ind ustria l Pa rk, the  Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  Ho te l a nd  C a sino , a nd  # #  re sid e nts lo c a te d  

o utsid e  o f c ity limits. Of the se  c o nne c tio ns, 23 a re  ind ustria l, inc lud ing  the  b re we ry a nd  the  

ra nc he ria . 

Colle c tion Infrastruc ture  

                                                   

21 City o f Blue  La ke  Munic ip a l Co d e  13.08.020 9 (Se rvic e  Outsid e  City) 
22 U.S. Enviro nme nta l Pro te c tio n Ag e nc y. Ac c e sse d  Ap ril 10, 2019.  http s:/ / www.e pa .g o v/ wa te rse nse / unde rsta nd ing -

yo ur-wa te r-b ill 
23 SHN. City o f Blue  La ke  Se we r Syste m Ma na g e me nt Pla n. Fe b rua ry 2014.  
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C ity wa ste wa te r re spo nsib ilitie s inc lud e  the  wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt p la nt, the  se we r ma ins, 

ma nho le s, lift sta tio ns a nd  two  p ump  sta tio ns tha t ma ke  up  the  se we r c o lle c tio n syste m. The  

c o lle c tio n syste m c o ve rs a n a p p ro xima te  se rvic e  a re a  o f 0.6 sq ua re  mile s a nd  inc lud e s mo re  

tha n 16 mile s o f se we r p ip e .  

The  City re p o rts tha t we t we a the r flo ws in the  fo rm o f infiltra tio n/ inflo w (I & I) c o ntrib ute s a  

la rg e  a mo unt o f the  to ta l a nnua l flo w to  the  se we r c o lle c tio n syste m. The  C ity’ s I & I c a n b e  

a s muc h a s six time s the  a ve ra g e  summe r flo w d uring  ma jo r winte r sto rm e ve nts. Sig nific a nt 

p o rtio ns o f the  City’ s c o lle c tio n syste m a re  in ne e d  o f re p a ir a nd / o r re p la c e me nt d ue  to  

e xc e ssive  I & I. The  Pub lic  Wo rks d e p a rtme nt ha s a n info rma l p la n ha s b e e n d e ve lo p e d  fo r 

imple me nting  imp ro ve me nts b a se d  o n the  City sta ff's visua l o b se rva tio ns o f ne e d e d  re p a irs. 

Tre atme nt Fac ilitie s 

The  Blue  La ke  wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt p la nt (WWTP) is in the  no rthwe st c o rne r o f the  C ity ne a r 

the  flo o d  p la in o f the  Ma d  Rive r. The  WWTF is a  p rima ry he a d wo rks fa c ility fo llo we d  b y a  7.5-

a c re , 4-c e ll se c o nda ry tre a tme nt la g o o n syste m, a  c hlo rine  d isinfe c tio n syste m, a nd  2 e fflue nt 

d ispo sa l p e rc o la tio n po nd s. The  WWTF ha s a n a ve ra g e  d ry we a the r flo w (ADWF) o f 0.18 

MG D24. To  d a te , the  syste m ha s no t e xp e rie nc e d  a ny se we r o ve rflo w e ve nts. In 2013 the  c ity 

re c e ive d  re c o g nitio n fro m the  C a lifo rnia  Wa te r Enviro nme nt Asso c ia tio n with a  Wa ste wa te r 

Tre a tme nt Pla nt o f the  Ye a r Awa rd  fo r the  No rth C o a st re g io n.25 

Fac ility  Capac ity  

Wa ste wa te r syste m b e st p ra c tic e s inc lud e  e nsuring  the  hyd ra ulic  c a pa c ity o f ke y sa nita ry 

se we r syste m e le me nts fo r d ry we a the r p e a k flo w c o nd itio ns, a s we ll a s the  a p p ro p ria te  

d e sig n sto rm o r we t we a the r e ve nt. The  wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt c a p a c ity is 1 millio n g a llo ns 

p e r d a y (MG D). The  syste m is d e sig ne d  fo r a ve ra g e  flo ws o f 0.25 MG D a nd  p e a k flo ws o f 1.54 

MG D. The  C ity’ s a ve ra g e  d ry we a the r flo ws a re  c urre ntly 0.15 MG D.  

In 2013, the  c ity a d o p te d  a n Inte rim Po lic y Pe rtaining  to  the  Re le a se  o f Se we r Ca pa c ity. It 

d e te rmine d  tha t it ha d  a  re ma ining  una llo c a te d  se we r c a p a c ity e q ua l to  100 re sid e ntia l 

e q uiva le nt units (REUs). 60 REUs we re  re se rve d  the n fo r re sid e ntia l c o nne c tio ns, inc lud ing  b o th 

sing le  a nd  multi‐fa mily use s. 40 REUs we re  the n ma d e  a va ila b le  fo r no n‐re sid e ntia l use . No n‐

re sid e ntia l d e ve lo pme nt re q ue sts fo r use  o f se we r c a pa c ity ma y b e  a p p ro ve d  b y the  C ity 

Ma na g e r, if e q ua l to  o r le ss tha n o ne  REU. Re q ue sts tha t e xc e e d  o ne  REU must b e  a p p ro ve d  

b y the  C ity C o unc il.  

5.4 Streets, Stormwater, and Street Lighting 

The  Pub lic  Wo rks De p a rtme nt’ s munic ip a l se rvic e  re spo nsib ilitie s inc lud e  d e ve lo p ing  a nd  

ma inta ining  stre e t lig hting ; flo o d  c o ntro l, a nd  ro a d s. The  De p a rtme nt e mplo ys ma inta ins 6.7 

mile s o f ro a d , tra ffic  sig na ls, stre e t lig hts, a nd  sto rmwa te r d ra ina g e  syste ms. Muc h o f this 

infra struc ture  wa s b uilt in the  1950s a nd  1960s, a nd  the  De p a rtme nt re p o rts tha t the  c ity’ s 

sto rmwa te r a nd  ro a d  syste m a re  a g ing . 

C ity stre e ts inc lud e  C ha rtin a nd  Ha tc he ry Ro a d s a nd  a  syste m o f a d d itio na l a rte ria l, c o lle c to r 

a nd  lo c a l stre e ts. The  c ity’ s stre e t syste m ne e ds d ra ina g e  imp ro ve me nts. So me  stre e ts a re  

la c king  full wid th (g utte r to  g utte r) p a ving . The re  is a  ne e d  to  o ve rla y so me  o f the  stre e ts. The  

C ity ha s ind ic a te d  tha t it ne e d s to  a d d re ss sub g ra d e  o f so me  stre e ts.  

                                                   

24 Ib id . 
25 “ Blue  La ke  re c e ive s wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt a wa rd : re c e nt up g ra de s funde d  b y lo c a l trib e ”  Time s-Sta nda rd  Artic le  

11/ 20/ 13 http :/ / www.time s-sta nd a rd .c o m/ a rtic le / zz/ 20131120/ NEWS/ 131129258 



 

Chapter 6 – Finance  Page 24 

5.5 Parks and Recreation 

The  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt o ffe rs its o wn p ro g ra ms a nd  ma inta ins fa c ilitie s fo r 

p ub lic  use . Amo ng  the  p ro g ra ms re g ula rly o ffe re d  a re  ro lle r ska ting , a d ult sp o rts le a g ue s, 

d ro p -in re c re a tio n, sc ho o l b re a k c a mp s, summe r re c re a tio n, le isure  c la sse s, fa c ility re nta ls 

a nd  se a so na l e ve nts suc h a s the  Ne ssle r C a r Sho w a nd  Ea ste r Eg g  Hunt.  

The  d e p a rtme nt is sta ffe d  b y a  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n Dire c to r, a nd  Re c re a tio n Sp e c ia lists, 

Afte r Sc ho o l a nd  Summe r Pro g ra m Co o rd ina to rs, a nd  ma ny p a rt-time  re c re a tio n le a d e rs. The  

d e p a rtme nt wo rks in c o njunc tio n with the  a dviso ry Blue  La ke  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n 

Co mmissio n to  d e ve lo p  p ro g ra ms a nd  p o lic ie s. The  c o mmissio n me e ts the  se c o nd  Tue sd a y 

o f e ve ry o the r mo nth a t 2:00 pm in the  Skinne r Sto re  b uild ing i. 

The  City o f Blue  La ke  ha s the  fo llo wing  p a rks a nd  re c re a tio na l fa c ilitie s (8.5 a c re s in to ta l): 

• Pe rig o t Pa rk lo c a te d  a t 312 So uth Ra ilro a d  ha s a  little  le a g ue  fie ld , a  re g ula tio n 

so ftb a ll/ b a se b a ll fie ld , b o c c e  b a ll c o urts, ne w sta te  o f the  a rt p la yg ro und , a nd  p ic nic  

a re a  with a  c o o king  b o o th. All fa c ilitie s a re  o pe n to  the  p ub lic  e xc e pt whe n re nte d  to  

p riva te  p a rtie s. Furthe rmo re , the  Annie  a nd  Ma ry tra il is p re se nt o n the  site . 

• Vic to r Pra sc h Co mmunity Ha ll, lo c a te d  o n the  Pe rig o t Pa rk g ro und s, is utilize d  a s a  ro lle r 

rink, b a ske tb a ll c o urt, d a nc e  flo o r, a nd  multip urp o se  ro o m. The  ha ll a lso  ha s a  kitc he n 

a nd  d ining  a re a . It is a va ila b le  fo r a  b irthd a y p a rty, e ve nt, a nd  ska te  re nta ls. 

• The  Co mmunity To t Lo t lo c a te d  a t the  c o rne r o f 4th a nd  I stre e ts is a  ne ig hb o rho o d  

p la yg ro und  fo r sma ll c hild re n a s the  na me  implie s. 

• The  Ho rse  Are na  lo c a te d  a t 210 C ha rtin, a ltho ug h a  p a rk fa c ility, is ma inta ine d  b y 

c o mmunity vo lunte e rs a nd  ha s b e e n in use  sinc e  the  e a rly 1970s. It re ma ins fre e  to  the  

p ub lic  with a  minima l $10 d e p o sit fo r ke y c he c k-o ut. 

• Te nnis a nd  Ba ske tb a ll Co urts a re  lo c a te d  a t 210 Cha rtin Ro a d  a nd  ha ve  re c e ntly 

und e rg o ne  to ta l re ha b ilita tio n with c o mple te  re surfa c ing  a nd  e q uipme nt up g ra d e s.26 

5.6 Law Enforcement  

The  City o f Blue  La ke  is c o ntra c ting  with the  Humb o ld t C o unty She riff's Offic e  fo r po lic e  

se rvic e s. The  c o ntra c t p ro vide s fo r 2.5 d e p uty p o sitio ns o n d e d ic a te d  a ssig nme nt to  the  c ity 

fo r 10 ho urs a  d a y. Co ntinuo us re sp o nse  fro m the  She riff’ s Offic e  1608 Pic ke tt Ro a d  

Mc Kinle yville  Sub sta tio n is a lso  a va ila b le  to  the  c ity 24/ 7. The  c urre nt c o ntra c t a lso  p ro vid e s 

a c c e ss to  the  full sc o pe  o f the  She riff De p a rtme nt's se rvic e s, inc lud ing  d e te c tive  se rvic e s, 

c o ro ne r se rvic e s, SWAT, e tc . A p o rtio n o f the  She riff De p a rtme nt c o ntra c t is c ha rg e d  to  the  

Sup ple me nta l La w Enfo rc e me nt Se rvic e s Fund , whic h c o me s re c e ive s $100,000+ fro m the  

Sta te  fo r p ub lic  sa fe ty p urp o se s.  

The  d e p a rtme nt wo rks in c o njunc tio n with the  a dviso ry Blue  La ke  Pub lic  Sa fe ty C o mmissio n 

to  p ro vid e  inp ut a nd  po lic ie s. The  c o mmissio n me e ts the  first Mo nd a y o f e ve ry o the r mo nth 

a t 6:00 pm in the  Skinne r Sto re  b uild ing  lo c a te d  a t 111 G re e nwo o d  Rd  - b e hind  C ity Ha ll. 

5.7 Other Relevant Service Providers 

Blue  Lake  Fire  Pro te c tion Distric t  

                                                   

26 2009 Dra ft Blue  La ke  MSR  
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The  Blue  La ke  FPD is a  sp e c ia l d istric t g o ve rne d  b y the  C a lifo rnia  He a lth a nd  Sa fe ty C o d e  

Se c tio n 13800 – 13970. Humb o ld t LAFCo  c o nduc te d  a  se p a ra te  MSR a nd  SOI up da te  fo r the  

Blue  La ke  FPD, whic h wa s la st up d a te d  in 2013 a s a  p a rt o f the  Ea ste rn Co unty Fire  MSR. Be lo w 

is a n o ve rvie w o f Distric t o p e ra tio ns a s the y re la te  to  the  C ity o f Blue  La ke .  

The  Blue  La ke  FPD p ro vid e s fire  p ro te c tio n se rvic e s to  the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  a nd  surro und ing  

uninc o rp o ra te d  a re a s inc lud ing  the  e a ste rn p o rtio n o f the  Gle nd a le  a re a , a s we ll a s o the r 

mo re  sp a rse ly d e ve lo p e d  a re a s o n the  no rth a nd  so uth side s o f the  Ma d  Rive r. The  Blue  La ke  

FPD is c o mp rise d  o f the  Blue  La ke  Vo lunte e r Fire  De p a rtme nt (VFD), whic h o pe ra te s o ut o f 

o ne  fire  sta tio n lo c a te d  a t 111 First Ave nue  in Blue  La ke .  

The  Blue  La ke  FPD p a rtic ip a te s in the  c o untywid e  mutua l a id  a g re e me nt a nd  ha s a n 

a uto ma tic  a id  a g re e me nt with the  Arc a ta  FPD whe re  b o th d istric ts a re  d isp a tc he d  to  fire s 

a nd  o the r ma jo r e me rg e nc y c a lls in Blue  La ke  a nd  the  Va lle y We st a re a  o f Arc a ta . The  Arc a ta  

FPD is lo c a te d  we st o f the  Blue  La ke  FPD, a nd  the  Fie ld b ro o k VFD is lo c a te d  no rth o f G le nda le . 

Fie ldbro o k-Gle ndale  Co mmunity  Se rvic e s Distric t 

The  Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nd a le  C o mmunity Se rvic e s Distric t (C SD) p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r 

se rvic e s within the  d istric t’ s 10.9 sq ua re  mile  b o und a ry lo c a te d  a lmo st e ntire ly no rth o f the  

Ma d  Rive r, e a st o f Mc Kinle yville  a nd  we st o f Blue  La ke . C urre ntly, a b o ut 19 a c re s o f the  d istric t 

o ve rla p s with the  C ity o f Blue  La ke ’ s SOI in the  G le nd a le  a re a . The  Distric t se rve s 

a p p ro xima te ly 1,460 re sid e nts who  live  in 641 ho using  units, a c c o rd ing  to  the  2010 C e nsus27. 

The  d istric t ha s e sta b lishe d  zo ne s insid e  the  d istric t within whic h c e rta in se rvic e s a re  p ro vid e d  

The  Distric t p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  fire  p ro te c tio n se rvic e s to  the  Fie ldb ro o k a re a  a nd  wa te r a nd  

wa ste wa te r se rvic e s to  the  Gle nd a le  a re a .  

The  Distric t c o ntra c ts with the  C ity o f Arc a ta  to  p ump  its ra w wa ste wa te r to  Arc a ta ’ s fa c ility 

fo r tre a tme nt a nd  d ispo sa l. In the  2015 Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nda le  C SD Munic ip a l Se rvic e  Re vie w 

d e te rmine d  tha t the  a va ila b ility o f c o nne c tio ns within the  Distric t’ s wa ste wa te r syste m wa s 

limite d  b y its c o ntra c tua l a mo unt with the  C ity o f Arc a ta ; No ting  tha t a lte rna tive  so lutio ns to  

tre a tme nt a nd  d ispo sa l must b e  fo und  to  a c c o mmo da te  future  d e ve lo pme nt. At tha t time  

Arc a ta  ind ic a te d  it wa s no t inte re ste d  in inc re a sing  the  Distric t’ s c o ntra c t a mo unt fo r 

wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt a nd  d isp o sa l, a nd  re c o mme nd e d  the  Distric t c o nsid e r o the r 

a lte rna tive s. The  re vie w id e ntifie d  re c e iving  wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt se rvic e s fro m the  C ity o f 

Blue  La ke  a s a  p o te ntia l future  o p tio n, ho we ve r, Blue  La ke  wo uld  ne e d  to  inc re a se  its 

tre a tme nt c a p a c ity to  d o  so . Blue  La ke  ind ic a te d  tha t it d id  no t wish to  inc re a se  wa ste wa te r 

c a p a c ity a t tha t time . An o p po rtunity e xists fo r future  c o lla b o ra tio n b e twe e n Blue  La ke  a nd  

the  Distric t to  a d d re ss re g io na l wa ste wa te r ne e d s. Pre p a ring  a  stud y to  d e te rmine  via b ility, 

b e ne fits, a nd  o p po rtunitie s fo r sha re d  se rvic e s wo uld  he lp  d e te rmine  whe the r sha re d  fa c ilitie s 

wo uld  b e  a n a pp ro p ria te  fit fo r the  c o mmunitie s se rve d .  

 

Blue  La ke  Ranc he ria  

The  Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  is a n ind e pe nd e nt trib a l g o ve rnme nt lo c a te d  d ire c tly ne xt to  the  

inc o rpo ra te d  b o und a ry o f Blue  La ke . C urre ntly, the  Ra nc he ria  re c e ive s wa te r a nd  

wa ste wa te r se rvic e s fro m the  c ity via  se ve ra l o ut o f a g e nc y se rvic e  c o nne c tio ns. The  Trib e  

                                                   

27 Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nd a le  CSD MSR 2015  
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re p o rts via  its we b site 28 tha t it p ro vid e s po lic e  se rvic e s a s we ll a s e le c tric ity, fue ls, wa te r, 

wa ste wa te r, re c yc ling , sa nita tio n, a nd  te le c o mmunic a tio ns.  

Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  re po rts it is d e ve lo p ing  se ve ra l e c o no mic  e nte rp rise s to  fo ste r c o mmunity 

re silie nc e  inno va tio n29. C urre ntly, in d e sig n, the  To ma  Re silie nc e  Ca mp us is inte nde d  to  

c re a te  a  fa c ility fo r c a p a c ity b uild ing . Pla ns inc lud e  a  b usine ss inc ub a to r, ma ke r spa c e s, 

tra ining / e ve nt ve nue , c o mme rc ia l kitc he n, a nd  re ta il sp a c e , e stima te d  to  b e  o p e n in 2021.  

 

6.0 FINANCE 

6.1 Financial Overview  

The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  p re p a re s a n a nnua l b ud g e t whic h se rve s a s the  b a sis fo r the  c ity’ s 

fina nc ia l p la nning  a nd  b ud g e t c o ntro l syste ms fo r the  d e live ry o f c ity se rvic e s a nd  the  

imple me nta tio n o f c a p ita l p ro je c ts. Ad d itio na lly, e a c h fisc a l ye a r, the  c ity p re p a re s a n 

Annua l Fina nc ia l Re p o rt. C o nta ine d  within the  Annua l Fina nc ia l Re p o rt is a n a ud it p re p a re d  

b y a  q ua lifie d  C e rtifie d  Pub lic  Ac c o unta nt. The  mo st re c e nt c ity a ud it wa s p re p a re d  fo r the  

2017-18 Fisc a l Ye a r b y And e rso n, Luc a s, So me rville , & Bo rg e s, LLP.  

6.2 Budget 

Annual Budge t Pro c e ss 

The  C ity C o unc il e sta b lishe s a nnua l b ud g e ts fo r the  G e ne ra l Fund , Sp e c ia l Fund s, a nd  Wa te r 

a nd  Se we r Ente rp rise  fund s. De p a rtme nt he a d s sub mit b ud g e t re q ue sts to  the  C ity Ma na g e r. 

The  City Ma na g e r p re pa re s a n e stima te  o f re ve nue s a nd  p re p a re s re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r the  

ne xt ye a r's b ud g e t. The  p re limina ry b ud g e t ma y o r ma y no t b e  a me nd e d  b y the  C ity C o unc il 

a nd  is a do p te d  b y re so lutio n b y the  City C o unc il in a c c o rd a nc e  with the  munic ipa l c o de . 

Ta b le  5 b e lo w summa rize s the  C ity b ud g e t fo r the  p a st thre e  fisc a l ye a rs. 

Re ve nue s and Expe nse s 

The  la rg e st G e ne ra l Fund  re ve nue  so urc e s fo r the  C ity inc lud e  Ta xe s, Pa rk a nd  Re c re a tio n 

fe e s, Sta te  fund s a nd  re nta l inc o me . G e ne ra l Fund  2018-19 b ud g e t e xp e nd iture s we re  

a llo c a te d  a s fo llo ws: 30% Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n, 29% la w Enfo rc e me nt, 24% G e ne ra l 

G o ve rnme nt, 13% Stre e ts, a nd  4% Pla nning  a nd  Build ing .30 The  C ity a lso  re c e ive s fund s fro m 

a  numb e r o f o the r so urc e s inc lud ing  wa te r a nd  se we r se rvic e  fe e s. The  c o re  o p e ra tio ns o f the  

c ity a re  a c c o unte d  fo r in the  G e ne ra l Fund  a nd  the  G e ne ra l Fund  b a la nc e  is a  ke y me a sure  

o f the  fisc a l he a lth o f the  C ity. Fo r the  2018-19 fisc a l ye a r, e xp e nd iture s a re  e xp e c te d  to  

e xc e e d  re ve nue s b y a lmo st $72,000.  

  

  

                                                   

28 Blue  La ke  Ra nc he ria  We b site . Ac c e sse d  Ma y 3, 2019. http s:/ / b lue la ke ra nc he ria -nsn.g o v/ a b o ut/ d e p a rtme nts/ utility/  
29 Humb o ldt Co unty Sta te  o f the  Ec o no my 2019. A c o mp a nio n ha nd o ut to  AEDC’ s Humb o ld t Co unty Ec o no mic  

De ve lo pme nt Summit. Artic le  writte n b y Ja na  Ga nio n, Susta ina b ility a nd  Go ve rnme nt Affa irs Dire c to r.  
30 City o f Blue  La ke  2018-19 Ad o p te d  Budg e t  
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31 City o f Blue  La ke  Ap p ro ve d  Bud g e t FY 2018-19 

Ta ble  5: City of Blue  La ke  Ge ne ra l Fund Budg e t Summa ry 31 

Budg e t  Ac tua l FY 

2016- 17 

Ac tua l FY 

2017- 18 

Adopte d FY 

2018- 19 

Re ve nue s    

Ta xe s  $204,001 $200,204 $200,050 

Lic e nse s, Pe rmits & Fra nc hise  Fe e s $55,058 $60,348 $60,300 

Inte re st Ea rne d   $2,677 $8,329 $8,330 

Re nts  $138,465 $134,994 $21,807 

Sta te , C o unty & Gra nt Re ve nue   $236,449 $185,534 $185,025 

Se rvic e  Cha rg e s  $13,551 $8,815 $11,100 

Pa rk & Re c re a tio n Fe e s $147,161 $128,459 $142,337 

Othe r Re ve nue s  $11,774 $15,295 $7,000 

Tra nsfe rs-in fro m Othe r Fund s  $0 $55,940 $75,981 

To tal Ge ne ral Fund Re ve nue s & Transfe rs- in $806,459 $798,918 $711,930 

Expe nditure s     

Ma yo r a nd  City C o unc il  $5,545 $4,397 $4,850 

City Atto rne y  $10,000 $12,961 $15,000 

Ge ne ra l G o ve rnme nt $150,525 $156,008 $165,668 

Pla nning  De p a rtme nt  $18,355 $18,831 $22,375 

Build ing  De p a rtme nt  $9,237 $9,805 $12,550 

La w Enfo rc e me nt  $218,807 $260,598 $227,448 

Anima l Co ntro l  $6,709 $6,380 $7,350 

Pub lic  Wo rks-Stre e ts  $86,025 $97,460 $103,302 

Pa rk Fa c ilitie s   $24,753 $12,973 $21,893 

Pa rk Gro und s  $56,336 $61,054 $63,792 

Re c re a tio n Pro g ra ms  $76,057 $72,265 $59,997 

Summe r Yo uth Pro g ra m $27,690 $28,197 $29,312 

Ska te  Pro g ra m  $46,065 $52,325 $50,252 

To tal Ge ne ral Fund Expe nditure s  $736,104 $793,274 $783,789 

Ge ne ral Fund Exc e ss (De fic it) $70,355 $5,644 ($71,859) 



 

Chapter 6 – Finance  Page 28 

Ente rprise  Funds 

As e nte rp rise  o p e ra tio ns, the  c ity’ s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r syste ms a re  b ud g e te d  se p a ra te  

fro m the  G e ne ra l Fund  a nd  inte nd e d  to  b e  fina nc e d  a nd  o p e ra te d  suc h tha t the  c o st o f 

p ro vid ing  se rvic e s to  c usto me rs is a lmo st e ntire ly fina nc e d  o r re c o ve re d  thro ug h use  c ha rg e s 

o r se rvic e  ra te s.  

Wa te r 

Wa te r se rvic e  re ve nue s e xc e e d e d  e xp e nditure s b y $97,000 in the  2017-18 fisc a l ye a r a nd  a re  

p ro je c te d  to  e xc e e d  e xp e nditure s a g a in in the  2018-19 fisc a l ye a r. The  C ity ma inta ins se ve ra l 

fund s re la te d  to  wa te r se rvic e , inc lud ing  the  g e ne ra l Wa te r Fund  with p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  a  

fund  b a la nc e  o f $961,500 a t the  e nd  o f the  c urre nt fisc a l ye a r, the  Wa te r C o nne c tio n Fe e  

Fund  p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  $154,190, the  Wa te r C a p ita l Re se rve  Fund  p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  $22,805, 

a nd  the  Turb id ity Re d uc tio n Fa c ility Re se rve  Fund  p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  a  ne g a tive  b a la nc e  o f -

$1,183  a t the  e nd  o f the  fisc a l ye a r 2018-19. The  2018-19 Bud g e t a lso  p ro je c ts a  $40,000 

c a p ita l e xp e nditure  fo r the  Wa te r Ta nk Imp ro ve me nt p ro je c t.  

Se we r 

Se we r se rvic e  re ve nue s e xc e e d e d  e xp e nditure s b y $69,000 in the  2017-18 fisc a l ye a r a nd  a re  

p ro je c te d  to  e xc e e d  e xp e nditure s a g a in in the  2018-19 fisc a l ye a r. The  C ity ma inta ins se ve ra l 

fund s re la te d  to  se we r se rvic e , inc lud ing  the  g e ne ra l Se we r Fund  with p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  a  

fund  b a la nc e  o f $58,500 a t the  e nd  o f the  c urre nt fisc a l ye a r, the  Se we r Co nne c tio n Fe e  Fund  

p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  $252,200, the  Se we r C a p ita l Re se rve  Fund  p ro je c te d  to  ha ve  $1,049,800 a t 

the  e nd  o f fisc a l ye a r 2018-19. The  City o f Blue  La ke  ma inta ins a  se we r c a p ita l re se rve  fund  

tha t a c c umula te s c a sh fo r future  c a p ita l re p la c e me nt, imp ro ve me nts, a nd  p urc ha se s to  the  

wa ste wa te r syste m. The  fund ing  so urc e  is the  mo nthly c ha rg e  p e r re sid e ntia l e q uiva le nt unit 

a d d e d  to  no rma l se we r c ha rg e s. The  2018-19 Bud g e t a lso  p ro je c ts a  $25,000 c a p ita l 

e xp e nditure  fo r wa ste wa te r tre a tme nt G rind e r Imp ro ve me nt p ro je c t. 
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7.0 MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW 

DETERMINATIONS 
As se t fo rth in CKH Ac t Se c tio n 56430(a ), In o rd e r to  p re p a re  a nd  to  up d a te  the  SOI in 

a c c o rd a nc e  with Se c tio n 56425, the  c o mmissio n sha ll c o nd uc t a  se rvic e  re vie w o f the  

munic ip a l se rvic e s p ro vid e d  in the  c o unty o r o the r a p p ro p ria te  a re a  d e sig na te d  b y the  

c o mmissio n. The  c o mmissio n sha ll inc lud e  in the  a re a  d e sig na te d  fo r a  se rvic e  re vie w the  

c o unty, the  re g io n, the  sub -re g io n, o r a ny o the r g e o g ra phic  a re a  a s is a p p ro p ria te  fo r a n 

a na lysis o f the  se rvic e  o r se rvic e s to  b e  re vie we d , a nd  sha ll p re p a re  a  writte n sta te me nt o f its 

d e te rmina tio ns with re sp e c t to  e a c h o f the  fo llo wing :  

(1) Gro wth and po pulatio n pro je c tions fo r the  affe c te d are a  

a ) C urre ntly, the  p o p ula tio n o f Blue  La ke  is e stima te d  a t 1,096. At a  p ro je c te d  c o untywid e  

a nnua l g ro wth ra te  o f 0.8 p e rc e nt, the  p o p ula tio n o f Blue  La ke  will re a c h 

a p p ro xima te ly 1,201 b y 2030, a n a d d itio n o f 105 p e o p le 32 

 (2) The  lo c ation and c harac te ristic s o f any disadvantage d uninc o rpo rate d c ommunitie s 

within o r c o ntiguo us to  the  sphe re  o f influe nc e  

a ) G ive n Blue  La ke ’ s MHI a nd  its sta tus a s a  Disa d va nta g e d  C o mmunity Pla c e , it sta nd s 

to  re a so n tha t se c tio ns o f uninc o rpo ra te d  te rrito ry surro und ing  the  C ity ma y q ua lify a s 

d isa dva nta g e d . Sho uld  Blue  La ke  p ursue  a nne xa tio n, DUC s within the  p ro ximity o f the  

c ity ma y b e  furthe r e va lua te d .   

b ) The  c o mmunity o f G le nd a le  is id e ntifie d  a s a  DUC  a nd  is c urre ntly within the  b o und a ry 

o f G le nd a le  Fie ld b ro o k C SD whic h p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s. The  

c o mmunity is a lso  p a rtia lly within Blue  La ke ’ s SOI.  

(3) The  pre se nt and planne d c apac ity  o f public  fac ilitie s and ade quac y  o f public  se rvic e s, 

inc luding  infrastruc ture  ne e ds o r de fic ie nc ie s  

a ) The  c urre nt c ity se we r syste m c a p a c ity limits future  urb a n d e ve lo pme nt within a nd  

surro und ing  the  C ity o f Blue  La ke . Imp ro ve me nts c o uld  b e  ma d e  to  the  se we r syste m 

infra struc ture  to  inc re a se  c a p a c ity ii. 

b ) During  the  p e a k use  mo nth o f Aug ust, Blue  La ke  use d  61% (o n a ve ra g e ) o f its 

c o ntra c tua l wa te r a llo tme nt fo r the  2017-18 fisc a l ye a r, ind ic a ting  suffic ie nt c a p a c ity 

fo r p ro je c te d  g ro wth within c ity limits fo r the  d ura tio n o f its 20-ye a r wa te r c o ntra c t.  

 (4) Financ ing ability  o f age nc ie s to  pro vide  se rvic e s 

a ) The  City o f Blue  La ke  is fina nc ia lly so lve nt a nd  ha s suffic ie nt fund s to  p ro vid e  City 

se rvic e s thro ug ho ut its jurisd ic tio n.  It ha s re c e ive d  nume ro us suc c e ssful g ra nts a nd  

a p p e a rs a b le  to  a c q uire  fund s fo r ne c e ssa ry up g ra d e s a nd  ma inte na nc e  a s 

a p p ro p ria te . 

(5) Status o f and, o ppo rtunitie s fo r, share d fac ilitie s 

a ) The  se rvic e s p ro vid e d  b y the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  a re  c ritic a l to  re sid e nts o f the  a re a . The  

c ity c o lla b o ra te s with o the r p ub lic  a g e nc ie s to  p ro vid e  se rvic e  mo re  e ffic ie ntly o r 

e ffe c tive ly whe n po ssib le . This inc lud e s c o lla b o ra tio n o n the  fo llo wing  munic ip a l 

                                                   

32 Co unty o f Humb o ld t Ge ne ra l Pla n 2017 La nd  Use  Ele me nt. Pg s. 4-3, 4-5. 

http s:/ / humb o ld tg o v.o rg / Do c ume ntCe nte r/ Vie w/ 61996/ Cha pte r-4-La nd -Use -Ele me nt-PDF   
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se rvic e s: fire  p ro te c tio n se rvic e s p ro vid e d  b y the  Blue  La ke  FPD; fire  d isp a tc h se rvic e s 

p ro vid e d  b y the  C ALFIRE Inte ra g e nc y Co mma nd  C e nte r; p o lic e  d isp a tc h se rvic e s 

p ro vid e d  b y the  Humb o ld t Co unty She riff De p a rtme nt; a nd  so lid  wa ste  se rvic e s 

p ro vid e d  b y Humb o ld t Wa ste  Ma na g e me nt Autho rity.  

b ) Fie ld b ro o k Gle nd a le  C SD p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s d ire c tly a d ja c e nt 

to  p ro p e rtie s tha t re c e ive  munic ip a l se rvic e s fro m the  C ity o f Blue  La ke . An o p p o rtunity 

e xists fo r future  c o lla b o ra tio n b e twe e n Blue  La ke  a nd  the  Distric t to  a d d re ss re g io na l 

se rvic e  ne e d s, p a rtic ula rly fo r wa ste wa te r. Pre p a ring  a  stud y to  d e te rmine  via b ility, 

b e ne fits, a nd  o p p o rtunitie s fo r sha re d  se rvic e s wo uld  he lp  d e te rmine  whe the r sha re d  

fa c ilitie s wo uld  b e  a n a p p ro p ria te  fit fo r the  c o mmunitie s se rve d . 

 (6) Ac c o untability  fo r c o mmunity  se rvic e  ne e ds, inc luding go ve rnme ntal struc ture  and 

o pe ratio nal e ffic ie nc ie s 

a ) The  C ity o f Blue  La ke  ma inta ins a  we b site  (http :/ / b lue la ke .c a .g o v) whe re  it p o sts C ity 

info rma tio n, d o c ume nts, a nd  up d a te s.  

b ) The  C ity is g o ve rne d  b y a  five -me mb e r C ity Co unc il e le c te d  to  se rve  4-ye a r te rms. 

Re g ula rly sc he d ule d  mo nthly City C o unc il me e ting s a re  he ld  a nd  a ll me e ting s a re  

o p e n to  the  p ub lic  a nd  a re  p ub lic ly po ste d  a  minimum o f 72 ho urs p rio r to  the  me e ting  

in a c c o rd a nc e  with the  Bro wn Ac t. 

(7) Any o the r matte r re late d to  e ffe c tive  o r e ffic ie nt se rvic e  de live ry  

a ) The  Fie ld b ro o k-Gle nd a le  C SD p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s to  the  

c o mmunity o f G le nda le , whic h is c urre ntly p a rtia lly within Blue  La ke ’ s SOI. Tho se  

p ro p e rtie s re c e iving  se rvic e  fro m Fie ld b ro o k -Gle nd a le  C SD sho uld  b e  re mo ve d  fro m 

the  C ity o f Blue  La ke ’ s Sp he re  o f Influe nc e .  
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8.0 SPHERE OF INFLUENCE ANALYSIS AND 

DETERMINATIONS 

8.1 SOI Determinations 

In o rd e r to  c a rry o ut its p urp o se s a nd  re sp o nsib ilitie s fo r p la nning  a nd  sha p ing  the  lo g ic a l a nd  

o rd e rly d e ve lo pme nt o f lo c a l g o ve rnme nta l a g e nc ie s to  a dva nta g e o usly p ro vid e  fo r the  

p re se nt a nd  future  ne e d s o f the  c o unty a nd  its c o mmunitie s, the  c o mmissio n sha ll d e ve lo p  

a nd  d e te rmine  the  sp he re  o f influe nc e  o f e a c h c ity, a s d e fine d  b y G .C . Se c tio n 56036, a nd  

e na c t po lic ie s d e sig ne d  to  p ro mo te  the  lo g ic a l a nd  o rd e rly d e ve lo pme nt o f a re a s within the  

sp he re . In d e te rmining  the  sp he re  o f influe nc e  o f e a c h lo c a l a g e nc y, the  c o mmissio n sha ll 

c o nsid e r a nd  p re p a re  a  writte n sta te me nt o f its d e te rmina tio ns with re sp e c t to  e a c h o f the  

fo llo wing : 

(1) Pre se nt and planne d land use s in the  are a, inc luding agric ultural and o pe n-spac e  

lands. 

a ) The  p re do mina nt Humb o ld t C o unty la nd  use  de sig na tio ns within the  e xisting  Blue  

La ke  SOI inc lud e  Ag ric ultura l Exc lusive , C o nse rva tio n Flo o dwa y, Timb e rla nd , Trib a l 

La nds, Re sid e ntia l Ag ric ulture , Urb a n Re se rve , a nd  Re side ntia l Esta te s. Othe r use s 

inc lud e  Co mme rc ia l Re c re a tio n, Mixe d  Use , Pub lic  Fa c ility, a nd  Re sid e ntia l Lo w 

De nsity. La nd s d e sig na te d  a s Urb a n Re se rve , Re sid e ntia l Esta te s, Mixe d  Use , a nd  

Re sid e ntia l Lo w De nsity ha ve  b e e n o utline d  in Humb o ld t C o unty’ s G e ne ra l Pla n a s 

a p p ro p ria te  to  re c e ive  so me  le ve l o f munic ip a l se rvic e s ra the r tha n re lying  o n o n-

site  wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r syste ms.  

b ) The  C o mmissio n d isc o ura g e s the  a nne xa tio n o f a g ric ultura l la nd s to  a  c ity o r a  fo r 

the  p urp o se  o f p ro mo ting  urb a n d e ve lo pme nt33.  

(2) Pre se nt and pro bable  ne e d fo r public  fac ilitie s and se rvic e s in the  are a. 

a ) C urre ntly, the  C ity o f Blue  La ke  p ro vid e s # # #  wa te r c o nne c tio ns a nd  # # #  

wa ste wa te r c o nne c tio ns se rvic e s o utsid e  the  c ity b o und a ry, ind ic a ting  a  p re se nt 

a nd  future  ne e d  fo r se rvic e s b e yo nd  Blue  La ke ’ s e sta b lishe d  se rvic e  b o und a ry.  

I. LAFCo  p re fe rs34 the  City o f Blue  La ke  a nne x te rrito ry it wishe s to  p ro vid e  

munic ip a l se rvic e s to , ra the r tha n p ro vid e  a n o ut o f a g e nc y se rvic e  a g re e me nt 

fo r the  e xte nsio n o f se rvic e s b e yo nd  the  c ity b o und a ry. In so me  insta nc e s, the  

Co mmissio n ma y g ra nt e xc e p tio ns whe n lo c a l c irc umsta nc e s justify a n o ut o f 

a g e nc y se rvic e  e xte nsio n a g re e me nt a s the  mo st a p p ro p ria te  c o urse  o f 

a c tio n35.  

II. With the  e xc e p tio n o f APN 312-121-013, whic h re c e ive d  wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r 

e xte nsio n a p p ro va l fro m the  Co mmissio n in 2016, it is b e lie ve d  tha t tho se  

p a rc e ls re c e iving  se rvic e s o utsid e  a g e nc y b o und a rie s ha d  b e e n e xte nd e d  

p rio r to  Ja nua ry 1, 2001 a nd  a re  the re fo re  e xe mp t36 fro m LAFCo  re vie w a nd  

a p p ro va l.  

                                                   

33 Humb o ld t LAFCo  Bo unda ry Cha ng e  Po lic y 3.10, Ad o p te d  Ma y 16, 2018.  

34 Humb o ld t LAFCo  Bo unda ry Cha ng e  Po lic y 4.3(6), Ad o p te d  Ma y 16, 2018.  

35 Humb o ld t LAFCo  Bo unda ry Cha ng e  Po lic y 4.3(7), Ad o p te d  Ma y 16, 2018. 

36 Sub je c t to  G .C. se c tio n 56133 (e ) a nd  Humb o ld t LAFCo  Bo unda ry Cha ng e  Po lic y, Ad o p te d  Ma y 16, 2018. 
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III. The  c o ntinua tio n o f se rvic e  to  p re -e xisting  o ut o f a g e nc y p a rc e ls sub je c t to  

G .C . se c tio n 56133 (e ) is no t c o nstra ine d  b y the  c ity’ s SOI b o und a ry.  

IV. The  inte nsific a tio n o f se rvic e s37 to  a  spe c ific  p ro pe rty who se  se rvic e  c o nne c tio n 

is e xe mp t p e r G .C . se c tio n 56133 (e ) wo uld  b e  sub je c t to  LAFCo  re vie w a nd  

a p p ro va l, p ursua nt to  G o ve rnme nt Co d e  Se c tio n 56133 a nd  Humb o ld t LAFCo  

p o lic y.  

V. Any future  e xte nsio n o f se rvic e s o utsid e  the  c ity’ s b o und a ry is sub je c t to  LAFCo  

re vie w a nd  a pp ro va l, inc lud ing  SOI e xp a nsio n, p ursua nt to  G o ve rnme nt C o d e  

Se c tio n 56133 a nd  Humb o ld t LAFCo  p o lic y. 

VI. Blue  La ke  ma y p ro vid e  munic ip a l se rvic e s o utsid e  its sphe re  o f influe nc e  to  

re sp o nd  to  a n e xisting  o r imp e nding  thre a t to  the  p ub lic  he a lth o r sa fe ty o f the  

re sid e nts o f the  a ffe c te d  te rrito ry, und e r sp e c ifie d  c irc umsta nc e s, sub je c t to  

Co mmissio n a p p ro va l38. 

(3) Pre se nt c apac ity  o f public  fac ilitie s and ade quac y  o f public  se rvic e s that the  age nc y 

pro vide s o r is autho rize d to  pro vide . 

a ) The  c urre nt c ity se we r syste m c a p a c ity limits future  urb a n d e ve lo pme nt within a nd  

surro und ing  the  C ity o f Blue  La ke . Imp ro ve me nts c o uld  b e  ma d e  to  the  se we r syste m 

infra struc ture  to  inc re a se  c a p a c ity. 

b ) During  the  p e a k use  mo nth o f Aug ust, Blue  La ke  use d  61% (o n a ve ra g e ) o f its 

c o ntra c tua l wa te r a llo tme nt fo r the  2017-18 fisc a l ye a r, ind ic a ting  suffic ie nt c a p a c ity 

fo r p ro je c te d  g ro wth within c ity limits fo r the  d ura tio n o f its 20-ye a r wa te r c o ntra c t.  

(4) Existe nc e  o f any  so c ial o r e c ono mic  c o mmunitie s o f inte re st in the  are a if the  

c o mmissio n de te rmine s that the y  are  re le vant to  the  age nc y. 

a ) The  Gle nd a le  a re a , lo c a te d  to  the  no rth a nd  we st o f the  City o f Blue  La ke , ma y b e  

c o nsid e re d  “a  c o mmunity o f inte re st”  d ue  to  the  e c o no mic  tie s a nd  p ro ximity to  the  

C ity.   

b ) The  Blue  la ke  Ra nc he ria , lo c a te d  a d ja c e nt to  the  c ity’ s no rthwe st b o und a ry ma y b e  

c o nsid e re d  a  c o mmunity o f inte re st.  

(5) Fo r an update  o f a sphe re  o f influe nc e  o f a c ity  o r spe c ial distric t that pro vide s public  

fac ilitie s o r se rvic e s re late d to  se we rs, munic ipal and industrial wate r, o r struc tural fire  

pro te c tio n, the  pre se nt and probable  ne e d fo r tho se  public  fac ilitie s and se rvic e s o f 

any  disadvantage d uninc o rpo rate d c ommunitie s within the  e xisting sphe re . 

a ) Uninc o rp o ra te d  te rrito ry surro und ing  the  C ity ma y q ua lify a s d isa dva nta g e d . Sho uld  

future  a nne xa tio ns o r se rvic e  e xte nsio ns b e  p ro po se d , sp e c ia l c o nside ra tio n will b e  

g ive n to  a ny DUC s a ffe c te d  b y the  a nne xa tio n c o nsiste nt with GC  § 56375(8)(A) a nd  

LAFCo  Po lic y. 

b ) The  c o mmunity o f G le nd a le  is id e ntifie d  a s a  DUC  a nd  is c urre ntly within the  b o und a ry 

o f G le nd a le  Fie ld b ro o k C SD whic h p ro vid e s wa te r a nd  wa ste wa te r se rvic e s. The  

c o mmunity is a lso  p a rtia lly within Blue  La ke ’ s SOI.  

                                                   

37 Humb o ld t LAFCo  Bo unda ry Cha ng e  Po lic y 4.2(A), Ad o p te d  Ma y 16, 2018. 

38 Humb o ld t LAFCo  Bo unda ry Cha ng e  Po lic y 4.1, Ad o p te d  Ma y 16, 2018 
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