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Fax: (707) 668-5916  * P.O. Box 458
www.bluelake.ca.gov CALIFORNIA Blue Lake, CA 95525

Blue Lake City Council Agenda

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 ~ 6:30 p.m. ~ Regular Council Meeting Via Zoom

Unless Otherwise Noted, All Iltems on the Agenda are Subject to Action.

LOCATION: In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20, the

City Council of the City of Blue Lake Shall Conduct the City Council Meeting by
Teleconference via Zoom. Public Input can be given to the Council by emailing
citymanager(@bluelake.ca.gov until 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday February 23, 2021.

Public Input will be facilitated by Zoom at the following meeting link:
hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/864971127737pwd=R0O5NZ2NFeDUrS XNoenlQWk5LRmM9wZz09

Meeting ID: 864 9711 2773 Passcode: 767482
Pledge of Allegiance and Establish a Quorum of the Council

Approve Agenda

Public Input — The Public is invited to present petitions, make announcements, or provide
other information to the City Council that is relevant to the scope of authority of the City of
Blue Lake that is not on the Agenda. The Council may provide up to 15 minutes for this
public input session. To assure that each individual presentation is heard, the Council may
uniformly impose time limitations of 3 minutes to each individual presentation. The public
will be given the opportunity to address items that are on the agenda at the time the Council
takes up each specific agenda item.

Blue Lake Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Annual Presentation

Hatchery Road Solar Project Presentation (Information Only): Renewable Properties will
make a presentation on the proposed Hatchery Road Solar Project

Wiyot Tribe & The DANCO Group Presentation and Proposal-The Wiyot Tribe and
representatives from the DANCO Group will present a development proposal to the City
Council for consideration and staff direction

Council to Review City of Blue Lake Commission Applications and Consider
Appointments

Consent Agenda:

Warrants and Disbursements: January 2021

b. Caretaker Cabin Lease Amendment Number 4: Authorize the City Manager to
execute Caretaker Cabin Lease Amendment Number 4-Residential Lease Agreement
Between the City of Blue Lake and Kirsten Cowan






9. Council Correspondence

10. Reports of Council and Staff:
a. Financial Statement & Report-July 1, 2020-December 31, 2020
11. Future Agenda Items

12. Motion to Adjourn

A request for disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aid or services,
may be made by a person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order
to participate in the public meeting, by contacting City Manager Amanda Mager, 668-5655, at least
24 hours prior to the commencement of the meeting.






CITY OF BLUE LAKE

Post Office Box 458, 111 Greenwood Road, Blue Lake, CA 95525

Phone 707.668.5655 Fax 707.668.5916
AGENDA REPORT
Item #: Bt
Date: February 23, 2021
Item Subject: Blue Lake Community Emergency Response Team Annual Presentation
(CERT)
Submitted By: Mandy Mager, City Manager

General Information:

The Blue Lake Community Emergency Response Team will present their annual report to the
Council and the community.

Background Material Provided: N/A
Fiscal Impact: N/A

Recommended Action: Presentation only

Review Information:

City Manager Review: Legal Review: [ ] Planner Review: [ |  Engineer: ]

Comments:







CITY OF BLUE LAKE

Post Office Box 458, 111 Greenwood Road, Blue Lake, CA 95525

Phone 707.668.5655 Fax 707.668.5916
AGENDA REPORT
Item #: 5
Date: February 23, 2021
Item Subject: Renewable Properties-Hatchery Road Solar Project Presentation
Submitted By: Mandy Mager, City Manager

General Information:
Representatives from Renewable Properties will present the proposed Hatchery Road Solar Project

Background Material Provided: Humboldt County CEQA Initial Study
Fiscal Impact: N/A

Recommended Action: Presentation only

Review Information:

City Manager Review: Legal Review: [ ] Planner Review: [ |  Engineer: []

Comments:







PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
MAILING ADDRESS: 3015 H STREET, EUREKA, CA, 95501-0579
PHONE: 707-445-7245

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Humboldt County Planning and Building Department is providing notice of the intent to adopt a Mitigated
Negative Declaration of environmental impact for the following project in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act:

PROJECT TITLE: Hatchery Road Solar Project

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project will include a small-scale commercial energy generating facility that would
construct a 4 megawatt {(MW) solar facility on approximately 25.70 acres. The proposed project includes
approximately of 13,664 solar photoveltaic (PV) module arrays, 32 string inverters, and associated electrical
conductors and equipment needed to convert sun energy into usable AC power. The project will enhance
electrical reliability for the existing Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E’s) grid system. A small drainage though the
middle of the property will be avoided by a 150’ setback leaving the remainder of the land area covered by the
solar arrays, which will be mounted on a racking system attached to steel piles driven into the ground. Single axis
tracking technology will be utilized to allow the modules to efficiently track the sun throughout the day and
maximize the efficiency of solar collection. The project proposes ongoing agricultural uses on the property,
including but not limited to sheep grazing or the keeping of honey bees, on a rotational basis whereby pasture
areas would be occupied forvariable periods, allowing pasture rest periods to promote optimal vegetation quality
management and maintenance of the project’s pollinator habitat.

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: The purpose of this natice is to inform the public that the Department of Planning and
Building plans to recommend that the Humboldt County Planning Commission adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the project. An Initial Study was prepared to identify potentially significant impacts on the
environment, and it was determined that the project will have a less than significant effect on the
environment with the incorporation of specified mitigation measures.

LEAD AGENCY: County of Humboldt

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2021010092

ADDRESS WHERE COPY OF INITIAL STUDY IS AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW:
»  Department of Planning and Building, 3015 H Street, Eureka, CA, 95501
e http://co.humboldt.ca.us/planning
«  https://ceganet.opr.ca.gov/

REVIEW PERIOD: The review period begins January 12, 2021 and ends February 12, 2021. Public comments
regarding the correctness, completeness, or adequacy of the Initial Study are invited. Comments received
by the end of the review period will be considered before adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration.
Public meetings for the project are not planned at this time. Written comments should be addressed to the
Humboldt County Department of Planning and Building, 3015 H Street, Eureka, CA, 95501,



Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Environmental Study

Hatchery Road Solar Project

Humboldt County, California
December 31, 2020

State Clearinghouse Number: 2021010092

Prepared by:
LAK Associates, LLC
For
County of Humboldt
3015 H Street,
Eureka, CA, 95501
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1.1 PROJECT OVERVIEW

Project Title: Hatchery Road Solar Project

Project Summary: The proposed project would construct and operate a 4-megawatt photovoltaic solar
array facility consisting of 13,664 solar photovoltaic (PV) module arrays, 32 string inverters, and
associated electrical conductors and equipment needed to convert sun energy into usable AC power,
The Project will enhance electrical reliability on Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E’s) existing grid system.

The project area will be approximately 26-acres +/-. The solar arrays will be mou nted on a racking system
attached to steel piles driven into the ground. Single axis tracking technology will be utilized to allow
the modules to efficiently track the sun throughout the day and maximize the effectiveness of solar
collection. The bottom edge of the solar arrays will be approximately two to three feet above grou nd
and the top edge of the solar arrays will be no more than eight feet above ground. The project proposes
ongoing agricultural uses on the property, including but not limited to sheep grazing or the keeping of
honey bees, on a rotational basis whereby pasture areas would be occupied for variable periods,
allowing pasture rest periods to promote optimal vegetation guality management. The project proposes
a Pollinator Habitat Program that will increase agricultural crop yields by attracting native pollinators
and beneficial predatory insects, improve soils by decreasing stormwater runoff and use of herbicides,
and enhance wildlife and plant biodiversity. A chain link fence with barbed wire on top will be installed
around the 26-acre area with gates for vehicle access. The project will provide a Decommissioning Plan
to fully restore the site to its original condition at the end of the Project’s useful life.

Humboldt County Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street, Eureka, CA, 95501

Lead Agency Name and Address:

loshua Z. Dorris, Senior Planner
707-268-3779

Contact Person:

Hatchery Road, Blue Lake, Humboldt County
Latitude: 40.857947°N, Longitude: -123.993043°W

Project Location:

Affected Parcels:

Assessor Parcel Numbers {APN):

Owner:

General Plan Designation:

Zoning:

Coastal Zone:

Mitigated Negative Declaration
December — 2020

313-091-019 313-091-020
Victor Guynup Trust and Victor Guynup Trust and
Dorthea Guynup Trust Dorthea Guynup Trust

AE (Agriculture Exclusive)

(Blue Lake
Community

AE (Agriculture Exclusive)

{Blue Lake
Community Area)

U (Unclassified)

U (Unclassified)

No

No
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Other Public Agencies Whose Approval Is Required:
«  California Energy Commission
« Redwood Community Energy Authority

Tribal Consultation:

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, has consultation
begun?

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and
project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse
impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental
review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from the
California Native American Heritage Commission’s Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code section
5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of
Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code section 21082.3(c) contains provisions
specific to confidentiality.

On November 20, 2020 Humboldt County Staff sent formal invitations to consult on the proposed
project to Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria, Blue Lake Rancheria, and the Wiyot Tribe who
have a cultural interest in the area and who as of that date had requested to be invited to consult on
projects, in accordance with the requirements of Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1. Responses
have been received from all affected tribes. On December 30, 2020 affected tribes declined the offer
to consult.

CEQA Requirement:
The proposed Hatchery Road Solar Project is subject to the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act {CEQA). CEQA encourages lead agencies and applicants to modify their projects to avoid

potentially significant adverse impacts (Public Resources Code Section 21080[c][2] and State CEQA
Guidelines Secticn 15070[b] [2]).

The Lead Agency for the proposed project is the County of Humboldt, per CEQA Guidelines Section 21067.
Compliance with CEQA is being implemented through the Department of Planning and Building. The
purpose of this Initial Study is to provide a basis for determining whether to prepare an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR), Negative Declaration, or Mitigated Negative Declaration. This Initial Study is
intended to satisfy the requirements of CEQA (Public Resources Code, Div. 13, Sec 21000-21177) and the
State CEQA Guidelines {California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sec 15000-15387).

Section 15063(d) of the State CEQA Guidelines states that an Initial Study shall contain the following
information in brief form:

1. Adescription of the project including the project location

Identification of the environmental setting

3. Identification of environmental effects by use of a checklist, matrix, or other method, provided
that entries on a checklist or other form are briefly explained to provide evidence to support the
entries

4, Discussion of means to mitigate identified significant effects

5. Examination of whether the project would be consistent with existing zoning, plans, and other
applicable land use controls

6. The name of the person or persons who prepared and/or participated in the Initial Study

A

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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The California Department of Fish & Wildlife is a trustee agency under CEQA.

The environmental checklist form contained in this document is based on Appendix G of the CEQA
Guidelines (2019).

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
December — 2020 Page 3



2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Introduction

2.1.1 Project Overview

The Hatchery Road Solar Project (project) will be located near the end of Hatchery Road south of the City
of Blue Lake. A site location map is provided in Figure 1. The project will include a small-scale commercial
energy generating facility consisting of 13,664 solar photovoltaic (PV) module arrays, 32 string inverters,
and associated electrical conductors and equipment needed to convert the sun’s energy into usable
alternating current (AC) power. The project will enhance the reliability of Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E’s)
existing electric grid system.

The project area will be approximately 26-acres within the project fence. The majority of the land area will
be covered by the solar arrays, which will be mounted on a racking system attached to steel piles driven
into the ground. Single axis tracking technology will be utilized to allow the modules to efficiently track the
sun throughout the day and maximize the productivity of solar collection. The bottom edge of the solar
arrays will be approximately two to three feet above ground and the top edge of the solar arrays will be no
more than eight feet above ground. A chain link fence with barbed wire on top will be installed around the
project area with gates for access.

The electricity generated by the project will be exported onto PG&E's existing 12kV Blue Lake 1101
Distribution Circuit distribution grid along Hatchery Road. The project will largely rely upon PG&E's existing
wires and poles so construction outside the project area will be minimal. Power generated by the facility
will be sold to Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA) through a long-term Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA).

The project has a 35-year useful life, and during that period other components such as the weather station
and power conversion devices may need to be replaced once or twice. The noise generated by the power
conversion devices and transformers is minimal, consisting mostly of low humming and cooling fans. The
power conversion area will be located in the middle of the project site and a point of interconnect will occur
at the southwest corner of the property. Regular maintenance items over the life of the system will include
washing the dust off the panels at least twice a year and managing vegetation growth.

The project applicant is RPCA Solar 5, LLC. RPCA Solar 5 LLC will coordinate with RCEA, PG&E, and the County
of Humboldt for approvals and development of the project.

The project will fully-restore the site to its original condition at the end of its useful life through a
Decommissioning Plan, subject to review and approval by the Planning and Building Director. The project
applicant will provide a financial security to guarantee that the facility will be decommissioned, and the site
will be returned to pre-project conditions.

2.1.2 Purpose and Need

The purpose of this project is to implement a locally based renewable energy generating facility, that will
provide clean renewable electricity for the residents of Humboldt County. The project will enhance and
improve the resilience of the grid by providing enough clean renewable energy to power roughly 1,192
homes in Humboldt County and reduce local resident’s reliance on carbon-based fuels while lowering
Green House Gas (GHG) emissions. The project will improve the resiliency and reliability of the grid,
increase access to the locally generated electricity and provide greater local choice for clean, renewable

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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energy within RCEA’s service territory. This project will participate in RCEA's Feed-In Tariff (FIT) Program
and the applicant will enter into a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)} with RCEA.

The project will result in public benefits such as improved reliability of the grid, increased safety, increased
use of renewable energy, and decreased GHG.

The project will provide the following specific benefits:
e The project provides approximately 4,000 megawatt hours per year (MWh/yr) of renewable AC.
e The project will provide enough clean renewable energy to power roughly 1,200 homes in
Humboldt County.
e The project will reduce resident’s reliance on carbon-based fuels and lower GHG emissions.
e The project will enable RCEA to make significant progress in its mandate to deliver locally
produced renewable electricity to its customers.

3. PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING

3.1 Project Location

The project site is located in unincorporated Humboldt County, approximately one and a half miles south
of the City of Blue Lake, and 4.7 miles east of the City of Arcata. From Highway 101, the project site is
accessed via Highway 299, Blue Lake Boulevard exit to Hatchery Road. The project site is depicted on the
Korbel 7.5-minute U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle.

Ownership
The entire property comprises approximately 36.5 acres. The Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) of the two

parcels affected by the project are APN 313-091-013 and APN 313-091-020 (Figure 1). These two parcels
are owned by the Victor Guynup Trust and Dorthea Guynup Trust. The property owners also maintain
approximately 241 acres in agricultural use immediately contiguous to these two parcels. The proposed
solar facility will be developed via a long-term lease between the project applicant and the property
owners.

Project Setting and Surrounding Land Uses

The project site is situated just east of Hatchery Road and north of the State Fish Hatchery facility adjacent
to the Mad River. The property is bordered by rural residential, agricultural, industrial/mining
development, timberland preserve, and recreational areas. The project area is located outside of the
coastal zone.

The project site is situated in the North Coast Range geomorphic province and occupies a relatively flat
marine terrace with a ground surface elevation of approximately 200 feet above mean sea level. In the
vicinity of the project site, the Coast Range contains primarily sedimentary rocks underlain by Franciscan
basement rocks. The dominant soil type is a silty clay loam.

3.1.1 Existing Conditions

The PV arrays will be installed in a currently unimproved grazing/grassy field with intermittent brushy
vegetation and trees. The area where the interconnection switchgear will be installed is located at the
southwestern edge of the larger parcel adjacent to Hatchery Road. The overhead 12kV line will require
minor upgrades to accommodate the project. Site photos of existing conditions are provided in Figures 2a
- 2¢.

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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Figure 1: Site location map
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Figure 2a and 2b: Photos of existing conditions

Photo 2: Central zone of Project Area. Facing south. 7 May 2020
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Figure 2b: Photos of existing conditions

Photo & Boutheast seclion of Project Area. Facing southeast. 7 May 2020.

Photo 6 Southeast section of Project Area. Facing northwest. 7 May 2020,
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.2 Detailed Project Information

3.2.1 New Facilities

New facilities will include:
e 4-megawatt PV array
¢ Fence length: 6,500 Ft
e Total area of (pervious) access roads: 49,225 sq ft
e Total of four (4) Transformer Pad areas: 1,300 sf
e Total number of piles in tracker blocks: approximately 2,284 (this can vary due to structural
calculations at later stages
e Total number of piles used for inverter racks: 32 (1 per inverter)
e Total area of all piles (Tracker + Inverter): 140 sf
e Total Impervious Area: 1,440 sf

PG&E infrastructure: PG&E will manage and maintain its utility poles, pole mounted electrical protection
and switching gear, and other equipment in a manner consistent with its obligations as owner and
operator of the electric distribution system within its existing utility right of way.

Grading

The project will require very little soil disturbance. The PV arrays will follow the existing contour of the
land and the surface under the array will be seeded as part of the pollinator habitat program. Due to
the general uniformity of the ground surface where the arrays will be placed. It is unlikely that grading
will be required. However, if grading is necessary, a grading plan will be developed in accordance with
the County regulations for the project and will determine the extent of the distu rbed soil area.

Access Roads

Access to the interior of the site will be provided via to access points from Hatchery Road. These access
points will be constructed to comply with the County’s rural driveway sta ndard. Native compacted soils
will provide access routes to the transformer pads and interior sections of the project site for
emergency services and O&M activities. Any spoils from site construction would be recompacted as
part of the access road area.

Driven Steel Piles

The PV arrays will be mounted on above ground racking supported on approximately 2,284 galvanized
steel beams. These steel beams will be driven into the ground to an embedment depth of at least 6 feet
using a small rubber track mounted machine specifically designed for that purpose. No excavation is
required to install the steel beams.

Fencing

Approximately 6,250 feet of new chain link fencing will be installed around the project. The fencing will
be seven feet high with barbed wire along the top edge. Depending on the final design of fencing, several
cubic yards (CY) of soil may need to be excavated to install the footings. This material will be used onsite.

Impermeable Surface

The project will result in a minor increase in new impermeable surfaces due to the installation of new
concrete slabs, and post/piles. The piles will be less than 6 inches in diameter, and result in approximately
140 sf of impervious coverage distributed across the project site. The PV panels which will be affixed to
the post/piles will not result in more impermeable surfaces since the ground beneath the panels will

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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remain as natural covered pollinator habitat.

The total estimated area to be made impermeable due to construction of concrete inverter pad slabs
under the project is approximately 1,300 sf combined with 140 sf created by the post/piles. The project
will result in approximately 1,440 sf of impervious surfaces. Based on these calculations, more than 99.9%
of the 36-acre project will remain pervious.

Pollinator Habitat:

The project proposes to cover approximately 1.6 acres (4%) of the 36-acre parcel for solar related project
facilities and will leave the balance of the site preserved (95.6%) for installation of pollinator habitat. The
project proposes continued agricultural use by incorporating a pollinator habitat including areas for animal
grazing and/or apiaries used for beekeeping. The project, in coordination with the Pollinator Partnership, is
proposing a plan to create a pollinator plant meadow using plant species native and endemic to Humboldt
County. This project feature is intended to enhance the biological diversity of the subject property as well
as provide some benefits to the neighboring parcels including the nearby fish hatchery.

The Pollinator Habitat Benefits Report from the Pollinator Partnership is included in the project application.
Some relevant highlights include:

® Pollinator habitat creates heterogeneity in the landscape and provides habitat that can enhance
ecosystem services, increase crop yields, and sustainability of production while also benefiting
natural ecosystems and conservation of biodiversity.

® Pollinator habitat will enhance pest biocontrol and increase pollination of alfalfa and other
pollination dependent high nutrition grazing forage crops. Pollinator habitat will attract and sustain
native pollinators and beneficial predatery insects, many of which have the potential to migrate to
nearby agricultural endeavors.

® Pollinators provide essential ecosystem services to rangelands and economic benefits to ranchers
through the provision of pollination services essential to sustaining forbs and legumes which
provide high-quality nutrients to livestock.

® Improved storm water retention, soil quality improvement, reduced erosion, greater plant and
wildlife biodiversity, and improved aesthetics. increase carbon sequestration, create biodiversity
reservoirs, reduce the need for farmers to create ecosystem service habitat in the immediate area,
provide forage for native bees and honeybees, and improve landscape aesthetics.

o Pollinator habitat would benefit the Mad River, which runs directly east of the Property, providing

buffer strips, hedgerows, and meadows to mitigate nonpoint source pollution from agricultural
dareas.

The condition of the plants and need for replacement shall be determined by a landscape designer, or other
similar qualified party. The applicant will provide a site plan showing the composition and location of native
plant mix before issuance of a building permit. An annual update summarizing O&M activities, as well as
measures taken to ensure the success of the pollinator habitat, will be provided to the Humboldt County
Planning and Building Director.

Decommissioning Plan

The Project will fully restore the site to its original condition at the end of the Project’s useful life through
implementation of a Decommissioning Plan. The Decommissioning Plan will provide the financial assurances
to guarantee that the facility will be completely decommissioned and removed from the property utilizing
industry standards and emergent best practices at the time of decommissioning.

Mitigated Negative Declaration Hatchery Road Solar Facility
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The Decommissioning Plan will be submitted to the Humboldt County Planning and Building Director prior to
the issuance of Building Permits for the proposed Hatchery Road Solar project. The Decommissioning Plan
will include: removal of all above and below ground improvements; restoration of the surface grade,
placement of topsoil over all removed structures, revegetation and erosion control as deemed necessary by
the Director; a timeframe for improvement removal and site restoration; an engineer's cost estimate for all
aspects of the removal and restoration plan; an agreement signed by the property owner and operator that
they take full responsibility to implement the Decommissioning Plan; a plan to comply with all state and
federal requirements for reuse, recycling and/or disposal of potentially hazardous waste.

The Decommissioning Plan will also include a Financial Assurance component that will be provided to
Humboldt County in a form and amount acceptable to the County to guarantee that the expense of
decommissioning and restoring the project site consistent with the approved Decommissioning Plan. The
Financial Assurance will be submitted to and accepted by Humboldt County prior to issuance of any
construction permits.

Most of the components of the solar facility are recyclable, and the ability to recycle parts is expected to
increase over time. There are also substantial salvage values associated with many of the components
through recondition, resell, and recycling programs. The electrical components and wire contain large
amounts of copper and aluminum, the electrical equipment may be refurbished and reused, and the
photovoltaic modules may be reused on other systems if they are determined to have substantial output
upon decommissioning.

The Decommissioning Plan ensures the project site will be returned to its pre-project condition and function
as land suitable for agricultural grazing use.

Figure 3 below depicts the proposed project layout.
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Figure 3: Proposed project - layout
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3.2.2 Construction Activities

The following is a description of how construction of the project will likely proceed. Note that the licensed
and bonded construction contractors selected to build the project will have the final say regarding the means
and methods for construction and their preferred construction sequence will be honored within other
applicable constraints.

Construction will begin as soon as weather permits. First the site will be prepared by clearing and grubbing
any existing vegetation within the project area. Next, control points for the PV array layout and the fencing
will be staked by a licensed surveyor. Next the fencing will be installed to allow site access control during
construction. Then the steel piles will be driven into the earth using a small rubber track mounted machine
designed specifically for this purpose. This will involve driving piles for the PV racking system, trenching for
power circuits, pouring concrete pads, pulling wires, and installing electrical equipment. The project will
install new power poles new overhead conductors, and new transformers and reclosers. Construction is
anticipated to take about 3 to 4 months, after which final commissioning will begin. The system could be
operational by July 2021,

3.2.3 Operation and Maintenance

The project will be remotely operated and require minimal long-term maintenance. Upon operation, the
project is anticipated to require six regular inspections per year. Regular maintenance activities performed
during a visit could include solar panel washing, vegetation and pollinator habitat management, and
equipment maintenance per manufacturer recommendations. Equipment inspection would include
visually inspecting PV inverters, transformers, main switchgear enclosures, weather station, and other
components for signs of corrosion, or physical damage. Inspections would be conducted by professionally
qualified and owner-authorized personnel. Water for panel washing would be trucked to the site. Runoff
from washing activities would be captured on-site by percolating through the soils underlying the panels.

Ongoing operations activities would include remotely monitoring the site status and output of the system
for alerts including faults, alarms, and output irregularities. Otherwise, the project will operate as a mostly
self-sufficient and minimally invasive land use within the existing landscape.

Operation of the project will be automated with manual control possible via an onsite controller. Normal
day-to-day operations will consist of a file being transmitted over the internet to the onsite controller for
use in determining the desired output of the project.

Maintenance will include the following types of activities:
e Vegetation Management including maintenance and care of pollinator habitat
e Periodic PV Module Cleaning
e QOperational Data Stewardship
e Periodic Equipment Inspection
e Monthly System Performance Evaluation

Vegetation Management

Site vegetation will be maintained and managed so as not to interfere with operational efficiency of the
project, however specific pollinator species will be selected so as to minimize the potential for such
interference to occur. The project may require mowing and other manual clearing of vegetation at
different times of the year as part of regular operations and maintenance activities. A final seed mix that
accommodates the unique attributes of the project function and surrounding environment will be
submitted prior to issuance of a building permit. The seed mix will be selected in coordination with the
Pollinator Partnership and approved the Planning and Building Department prior to issuance of a building
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permit.

PV Module Cleaning

Cleaning requirements are anticipated to be minimal for the PV arrays due to the local climate and
surrounding environs. However, if performance decreases due to the deposition of dust or ash, modules
may need to be cleaned twice a year by spraying with a power washer. Over time a biofilm will typically
develop along the bottom edge of the PV modules and will be addressed periodically as needed to prevent
performance inefficiencies.

3.2.4 Standards and Regulations

The following codes and regulations apply to the construction and operation of the project:

] California Building Code. Governs how construction projects are designed to ensure safe
operation.
° California Electric Rule 21. A tariff that describes interconnection, operating, and metering

requirements for generation facilities connected to the distribution grid in California.

® PG&E Service Requirements (Greenbook). Governs how infrastructure used to connect to the
distribution grid is built.

® California Independent System Operator New Resource Implementation Process and
Requirements. Governs how the project must be configured in order for the system to be
eligible to participate in wholesale energy markets.

® Western Electricity Coordinating Council Operating Rules. Governs how the output from the
project must be metered to be eligible for Renewable Energy Credits.

° State Water Resources Control Board’s General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated
with Construction Activity (Construction General Permit Order 2009-0009-DWQ). Applicable for
projects with disturbed soil area greater than one acre. Contains requires for best management
practices to minimize construction-related impacts to stormwater.

° Small Construction Site Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (Humboldt County Code Sect. 331).
Applicable for projects with disturbed soil area less than once acre. Contains requirements for
best management practices to minimize erosion and control sediment during construction.

o Stormwater Quality Management and Discharge Control Ordinance (Humboldt County Code
Sect. 337). Requires conformance with the Humboldt County Low Impact Development
Stormwater Manual to maintain a site’s pre-development runoff characteristics.

3.2.5 Design Measures to Minimize Impacts

This section describes the design features that were incorporated into the project to minimize
environmental impacts.

A biological site assessment prepared by Garcia and Associates (GANDA) biologists concluded that there
are three wetland features with a combined area of 0.329 acre on the property site. The project has been
intentionally designed to include a 150- foot setback or buffer from all wetland features to avoid potential
impacts to these features.

The PV modules will be mounted on driven steel beams and the surface beneath the modules will remain
vegetated and permeable, rather than installing geotextile fabric and aggregate base. To keep the
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pollinator vegetation from growing tall enough to shade the PV modules the array field has been designed
to incorporate pollinator habitat and site-specific seed mix to support local pollinators. As mentioned,
the pollinator habitat and seed mix will be selected to conform (i.e., not interfere} with the normal

efficient operation of the project.
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by the proposed project, and
would involve at least one impact that is determined to be a “Potentially Significant Impact”:

Aesthetics % Agriculture Resources Air Quality
X Biological Resources X Cultural Resources Energy
Geology and Soils Greenhouse Gas Hazards and Hazardous
X Emissions Materials
Hydrology and Water X Land Use and Planning Mineral Resources
Quality
Noise Population and Housing Public Services
Recreation Transportation Tribal Cultural
X | Resources
Utilities and Service Wildfire Mandatory Findings of
Systems X Significance

Detailed explanations are provided in the checklist on the following pages. All answers take into account
the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site; cumulative as well as project- level;
indirect as well as direct; and construction as well as operational impacts. The explanation of each issue
identifies: (a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and (b) the
mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to a less than significant level.

In the checklist the following definitions are used:

i. “Potentially Significant Impact” means there is substantial evidence that an effect may
be significant.

ii.  “Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” means the incorporation of one
or more mitigation measures can reduce the effect from potentially significant to a
less than significant level.

iii.  “Less Than Significant Impact” means that the effect is less than significant, and no
mitigation is necessary to reduce the impact to a lesser level.

iv.  “No Impact” means that the effect does not apply to the project, or clearly will not
impact nor be impacted by the project.
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DETERMINATION: (To be compieted by the Lead Agency onthe basis of this initial evaluation)

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions inthe project have been made
X by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be

prepared.

[ find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT isrequired.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact” or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, butitmust analyze only the effects
that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately inan earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is req ired.

01/11/2021

Signature Date
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5.0 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Pursuant to Section 15063 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, a brief explanation is
required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately supported by the information
sources. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that
the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the projects outside a fault rupture
zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as
general standards.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than No
Significant with Significant |Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Have asubstantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

¢) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced
from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? X

DISCUSSION:
Images and illustrations of the proposed project are included in Attachment A.

I. (a) and (c) - Less Than Significant Impact: For this analysis, a “scenic vista” is considered a viewpoint that
provides expansive views of a highly valued landscape for the benefit of the general public. According to
the Scenic Resources section of the Final Environmental Impact Report for the Humboldt County General
Plan Update (Humboldt County, 2017), important scenic vistas in Humboldt County include viewpoints
from major public roadways and public areas providing views of the coast, forests, open space, or
agricultural lands, as well as views of historic districts, landmarks, and cultural sites. “Visual character or
quality” refers to the visual attributes of the elements in a landscape and the relationships between those
elements. Potential viewers affected by the project include travelers along Hatchery Road, neighbors, and
potential users of the Mad River recreation areas. The new construction associated with the solar arrays
will create a new visual improvement. Given the low profile (max eight-foot height) of the solar arrays and
security fencing, the project’s PV arrays would be lower in height compared to roof-top solar panels
commonly found in many communities.

The project may affect views from Hatchery Road toward the forested ridge along Poverty Point northeast
of Blue Lake; however, the low profile of the project features, complemented by the gently sloping terrain
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and the setback from the roadway, would not substantially obstruct these views. Views from Hatchery
Road are not rare or unigue and the project will have no effect on panoramic views based on topography
and existing conditions including obstructions such as trees, utility poles, and buildings.

The features introduced by the project will add anthropogenic elements which some may find will be
inconsistent with the visual character of the surrounding area. Viewer response may be negative for
viewers who place a high value on open space, or positive for viewers who place a high value on renewable
energy. The limited expanse of the project feature and the limited importance of the affected viewpoints
result in the impacts being less than significant.

I. {b) - No Impact: Hatchery Road is not an officially designated scenic highway. The project is not visible
from State Route 299 or any other major arterial road.

I. (d) - Less Than Significant Impact: Solar PV panels function by absorbing radiation rather than reflecting
radiation. Solar PV panels are constructed of dark-colored materials and covered with anti-reflective
coatings to minimize optical reflection. Reflection from PV panels is typically com parable to, or less than,
reflection from water surfaces and building windows. The potential for glare associated with reflection from
the PV panels would be minimal during the day and the facility would not be lighted at night. No nighttime
glare would occur as a result of the Project.

MITIGATION MEASURES: No mitigation required.
FINDINGS: The Project would have a Less Than Significant Impact on Aesthetics.

Less T
Potentially ; ?5.5 han_ Less Than
Sfatiificant Significant with Sianifi No
![gnl 141 Mitigation ||gn| tccatnt Impact
Wit Incorporated TP
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and X
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use?
b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?
X
¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land {as defined in Public Resources Code section
12220(g), timberland (as defined by PRC section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by X
Government Code section 51104(g})?
d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land
to non-forest use? X
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