
Historic Progression of the 
Powers Creek District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I was asked to provide my historic perspective on what has happened in what is now referred to as the Powers Creek District. While I started as the City Planner for the City in 1987, my college days in 1979-1980 included visiting the Mad River Rose and Walts Friendly tavern and walking amongst the piles of lumber at the McIntosh Mill. Let me take you through a very quick 73-year history of how the McIntosh Mill evolved into the Industrial Park, then the Business Park, and now the Powers Creek District.
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This 1948 aerial photo and the next several photos show the mill in operation
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Note the log ponds in these photos and how operations switched around often, as seen in subsequent photos
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1982 EIRCity of Blue Lake Industrial Park







Blue Lake Industrial Park 1985
• Completion of the Industrial Park infrastructure - roads, drainage, 

sewer, water, site planning, landscaping; new 500,000-gallon water 
storage tank; upgrade sewer system.

• $1.12 million; $895,000 in grant funds, $225,000 City share.  The 
City has already spent $150,000 for water and sewer improvements 
in the Industrial Park.

• $895,000 (100% of funds requested) from federal  Economic 
Development Administration was approved September 4, 1985.

• The design to be completed February 1986.  Construction begins 
June 1986, to be completed in Fall, 1986.



Blue Lake Industrial Park 1985
• Located on the southern edge of Blue Lake, adjacent to 
the Mad River. Sixty-one acres total, 47 acres useable. 
Approximately 25 acres are currently leased: 20 acres to 
UltrapowerIII power plant, smaller parcels to the Carbon 
Company, AlmquistLumber, Tom Farr Woodworking, 
Select Hardwood Products, Moulin Rouge craft studio, 
and the City Corporation yard.

• Approximately ten lots, totaling 22 acres, are available for 
development.
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the City’s 
Industrial 
Park
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INDUSTRIAL LAND USE  
 
 

Existing Conditions 
 

Historically, the timber industry was the economic mainstay of Blue Lake.  During the past 30 
years, the industry has diminished drastically, significantly reducing employment opportunities 
and City revenues.  In 1980, just after the last General Plan revision, the City began plans for an 
Industrial Park. 
 
The Industrial Park originally included all industrial designated land within City limits -
approximately 60-acres (approximately 12.5-acres are not developable).  Part of the land was 
City-owned.  Approximately 44 acres of privately owned land, outside the City, was given an 
industrial land-used designation and later annexed to the City in 1984.  This area included part 
of the Mad River and is partially used by a trucking firm and for gravel extraction/stockpiling.  
Although not included in the Industrial Park, the current owner intends the property for future 
industrial development. 
 
Until 1979, the Macintosh Mill was located in the central portion of the area that is now the 
Industrial Park.  The Mill had been sawing and storing logs since 1950 and provided Blue Lake 
residents with jobs and an undeniable presence.  Mill facilities were subsequently removed, 
including a railroad spur that was used extensively for rail transportation of lumber. Since the 
closure, retail activities have diminished in the downtown area.  
 
The Industrial Park includes a portion of Powers Creek, open space buffer areas and the Mad 
River Levee.  The Park makes up approximately 15 percent of total city area, or over half of 
industrially designated land.  Including areas not in the Industrial Park, but adjacent to it, 
approximately 28 percent of City land area is designated for industrial use. 
 
An EIR was prepared that identified several phases of development.  Phases were originally 
based on areas of the Park targeted for initial development.  Initial improvements for the first 
phase included basic clearing and grading, road improvements, construction of water and sewer 
systems and drainage facilities. Expansion for utilities/services will be necessary to further 
develop the entire area.  
 
Based on community meetings held in the 1990’s it is preferred to consider the Industrial Park 
as the Blue Lake Business Park and promote opportunities that provide a mix of manufacturing 
and other business ventures where nuisance-type impacts are retained within the buildings. 
Access to the Mad River and adjacent trails had been developed, but could still be improved.    
 
Actual development within the Blue Lake Business Park has been dependent on the type and 
timing of prospective tenants as well as the City's ability to finance the infrastructure.  The Park 
is now approximately 90 percent developed. Approximately five acres of light manufacturing 
(ML) zoned property remains available in the Park. 

 
During the last several years many businesses curtailed operations or closed and ceased to 
exists.  Current Park tenants (2008) within the Industrial Zone include Blue Lake Power (a 
private 11 megawatt waste fuel-fired electricity generating facility), Calgon Carbon (a 
charcoal re-activation plant) and Wallace & Hinz (a finished wood manufacturer of high 
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2017 Blue Lake Visioning Meeting
In June 2017, the City of Blue Lake held a Visioning Meeting to obtain input on 
revitalization plans for the Blue Lake Business Park. The meeting included 
discussion on the following topics:

1) Re-branding the Business Park;

2) Mixed-Use Development; and

3) Architectural Styles and concepts. 

• The proposal to re-brand the Business Park and create a new identity and 
name was positively received by the public. 

• Mixed-Use Development: Photographs depicting mixed-use development 
scenarios were presented for consideration and comment; in general, the 
concept was well received. 



2017 Blue Lake Visioning Meeting
• Residential development should focus on affordability, especially interested in 

promoting opportunities for families and seniors

• The Residential development aspect should focus on livability and not 
“density.”

• Residential tenants can create additional security for the businesses in the 
park

• Increasing development in the park creates additional economic 
opportunities, including the need for amenities such as additional eating 
establishments, retailvenues, grocery store, etc…
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sustainability

• sustainability is defined as: “the integration of environmental 
health, social equity and economic vitality in order to create 
thriving, healthy, diverse and resilient communities for this 
generation and generations to come
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