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Obituary for Nancy Ann Brunson

Nancy Ann Brunson, age 85, passed away peacefully at home on July 14, 2024. She

was born on May 22, 1939, in Longview, WA. Nancy lived a life filled with love and

dedication to her family, church, and community.

Nancy was raised by her caring parents, Prudence (Brundin) and Rodger Comstock,
whao instilled in her strong values and work ethic. She graduated from Humboldt State

made amazing friends. She married Ronald Brunson in 1958, and together they
raised two talented sons.

Nancy was a proud member of both the Yurok and Tolowa tribes. She and her
cousin, Gene Brundin, loved telling stories about their family heritage.

She had a remarkable career as a Home Economics teacher, where she was known
for her professionalism and dedication. Her colleagues and students admired her not
just for her skills, but for her genuine care and concern for those she worked with.
She inspired many students with her passion for cooking and sewing, Her quilts,
bags, and embroidery were works of art. She continued to work at Boyd's Sewing
after she retired from teaching, sharing her talent with others.

Outside of her professional life, Nancy had a variety of interests. Nancy loved to sew,
cook, play the piano, and garden. She enjoyed traveling, often visiting Lake County
and Washington State to spend time with relatives.

Nancy was a woman of faith, treasuring the many friends she made in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. She also enjoyed singing in the church choir. Her
strong beliefs brought her much comfort throughout her life.

Nancy, and her husband Ren, were instrumental in establishing the skating rink in
Blue Lake, a place that brings joy and activity to the community. Nancy was an active
member of the Mad River Grange. She spent many evenings playing dominoes with
her friends at the grange. She also cherished the time spent camping with Ron and
their sons, Randy and Kevin, creating lasting memories in nature.

Nancy is survived by her sister, Jean Martin (Wes); her brother, Charlie Comstock;
her sister-in-law, Joanne Comstock; and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and
dear friends. She was preceded in death by her beloved spouse, Ronald Brunson;
her sons, Randal Brunson and Kevin Brunson; and her brother; Peter Comstock.

Her family would like to extend their gratitude to all of the caregivers, especially Todd
Martin, and the medical staff who provided herwith excellent care.

A memorial service to celebrate Naney's life will be held on August 1, 2024, at 3:00
pm, at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 1660 Heartwood Dr,
McKinleyville. All are welcome.



CITY OF BLUE LAKE

Post Office Box 458, 111 Greenwood Road, Blue Lake, CA 95525
Phone 707.668.5655 Fax 707.668.5916

AGENDA REPORT

Date: August 27, 2024

Item Subject: City of Blue Lake Commission Appointments
Submitted By: Mandy Mager, City Manager

General Information:

The City of Blue Lake has received applications for open positions on the Parks and Recreation
Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Arts & Heritage commission. Jeff Bird has
applied for the Parks position and Elaine Hogan and Matthew Schang are reapplying for the open

seats on the Planning Commission. Former council member Elizabeth Mackay applied for the Arts
& Heritage commission.

Jeff Bird has served as a Parks Commissioner in past years. Elaine Hogan is a former
Councilmember and current member of the Planning Commissioner. Matthew Schang is also
currently serving on the Planning Commission. Elizabeth Mackay is a former Councilmember. All

four applicants have been active commission participants and have demonstrated knowledge in
their areas of application. '

Background Material Provided: Commissioner applications.

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Recommended Action: Appoint Elaine Hogan and Matthew Schang to the Planning Commission
and Jeff Bird to the Parks and Recreation Commission.

Review Information:

City Manager Review: Legal Review: [] Planner Review: [ Engineer: ]

Comments:
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Elaine Hogan
341 Y2 Greenwood Rd.
Blue Lake, CA 95525
(707) 633-8768

- Application for Planning Commission

1. What community organizations are you currently involved with?

I work fulltime as a Senior Health Education Specialist in the Healthy
Communities division of Public Health. Through my job I am involved with the
Safe Routes to School Task Force and the Bike Month Humboldt Coalition. Iam
bilingual in Spanish and use this skill both in paid freelance

. interpretation/translation work and also as a volunteer. I am a member of
KMUD community radio and I donate platelets several times a year at the blood
bank. Other than that, I'm not involved in any*-commumty organization in an

official capacity. W
me

2. What unique skills orﬁuahﬁcatlons do you bring to the pos;txon"
Y 1.2

I have a Bachelor of A% in Political Science from HSU and a Master of Science in
International Development Studies from Norway. I'm a returned Peace Corps
volunteer from Honduras and I've traveled to about 25 countries so far.
Questions of how communities develop and the ways in which government
policies affect everything from the landscape to people's daily lives and their
interactions with each other fascinate me. I enjoy working in a team. I am a fast
learner and a good listener. I come from a family of civil engineers where topics
of infrastructure design and construction were a part of regular dinner table
discussion. Additionally, my Dad serves on the Planning Commission in my
home town of Loomis in the foothills of Sacramento so I have some secondhand
experience in this realm.

3. What do you view as the main goal/purpose of this commission?

I believe the main goal of the Planning Commission is to foster development in
Blue Lake that is consistent with the general plan and the vision residents have
for our town's future. The built environment plays a large role in our daily lives
and has important implications for our health, happiness and well-being. The
planning commission guides development both by weighing in on individual land

use changes parcel by parcel and also by enacting policies that encourage the type
of development we wish to see as residents of Blue Lake.

4. How do you think you can contribute towards this goal/purpose?

I came to Humboldt County 14 years ago to study at HSU. I knew immediately
that it was where I wanted to be. Since having had that realization I have traveled



Elai Hoan

Bl ke, CA 5525
hogan.eb@gmail.com

EDUCATION

@ Norwegian University of Life Sciences
Master of Science in International Development Studies
o Humboldt State University

Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with a Minor in Geography

QUALIFICATIONS
e Bilingual in Spanish

e Returned Peace Corps Volunteer, Honduras 2008 - 2010

e Extensive experience working in cross-cultural settings

e  Strong written and oral communication skills

@  Detail oriented with excellent organization skills
EMPLOYMENT

Humboldt Cou}lty Department of Public Health
Senior Health Education Specialist

October 2015 - Present

Eureka, California
Plan, implement and evaluate four health education programs in the Healthy Communities Division
of Public Health: Tobacco Free Humboldt, Older Adult Falls Prevention, Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention, and Safe Routes to School. Supervision of four program staff.

Northcoast Children’s Services
Bilingual Family Service Specialist
L]

October 2010 — June 2013
Arcata, California
Assisted low income Spanish speaking families whose children were enrolled in Head Start
Preschools in meeting their basic needs by facilitating awareness and usage of community resources.
Case management of families in crisis to offer support in developing and achieving goals. Developed
curriculum for and taught Positive Parenting classes in Spanish. Written, oral and simultaneous

translating of community meetings, parent-teacher communications, and other health and education
resources.

United States Peace Corps, Honduras

HIV/AIDS and Maternal & Child Health Education Specialist
e

February 2008 — June 2010

Santiago Puringla, Honduras
Lived and worked in rural Honduras designing and implementing projects at the commuunity level in
areas such as nutrition, personal hygiene, HIV/AIDS prevention and environmental education.
Extensive experience designing multi-modal community training workshops for health
professionals. Classroom experience teaching English to adults and children through the national
Educatodos program. Designed and implemented curriculum for a girls youth group focusing on
increasing leadership skills and self-esteem while learning about reproductive health. Administered
USAID-funded grants for HIV/AIDS education programs. Monitored projects and submitted
quarterly progress reports to headquarters.

Dawnings Support Services
Direct Care Provider
L]

October 2007 — January 2008
Arcata, California

Assisted independently living adults with developmental disabilities in completing daily living tasks
and achieving their personal goals.

Norwegian University of Life Sciences - Writing Centre August 2013 - May 2014
Writing Advisor s, Norway

® Provided one-on-one academic writing advising for essays and theses. Taught students how to correct

their own writing through instructive feedback. Grading and feedback of assignments for an
academic writing course.
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Matthew Schang

Planning Comission

I'am writing this letter as part of my expression of interest to serve my local community by
joining the Planning Commission for the City of Blue Lake. Being a member of the community was a
large part of the attraction to moving here and obtaining a home. | like to participate in local trail
building programs, beach cleanups, and basically anything that PacOut does as part of this. | believe that
the places we live are only as pleasant as we make them, and as such | would like to be as active as
possible in helping to ensure that goal.

I'have worked extensively in both the private and public sectors and am no stranger to dealing
with local governments as well as their process and procedures. Most pertinent to this experience,
though, is my work with contractors that has given me a chance to work with multiple planning
departments. T

LR

-

The goal of the planning commission is generally to see that the public interest is being seen to
with regards to land and usage within the city limits. In effect, they have a large part in determining the
direction of our towns growth. This is something that | feel | could be an asset to. | am excited by the
prospect of being a service to my community and helping it continue to develop in a positive direction.
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Position Applying for: Commissioner: Ez Advisory Member:

On a separate piece of paper, please provide detailed answers to the following
questions:

1. What community organizations are you currently involved with?
2. What unique skills or qualifications do you bring to the position?

3. What do you view as the main goal/purpose of the Arts and Heritage
Commission?

4. What contribution(s) can you make to the goal/purpose of the Arts and Heritage
Commission?
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE

Post Office Box 458 111 Greenwood Road Blue Lake, CA 95525
Phone 707.668.5655 Fax 707.668.5916

AGENDA REPORT

Date: August 27, 2024

Item Subject: Economic Development Administration-Recreation Development Analysis Grant
Report

Submitted By: = Mandy Mager, City Manager

General Information:

The City received funding from the Economic Development Administration under the 2019 Disaster
Recovery Program to analyze economic opportunities in the City of Blue Lake with a focus on
recreation investment. The City was funded to analyze the development of an RV park and
campground, along with support businesses that could be viable in the event that the RV park and
campground was deemed feasible.

The City has completed a multi-year assessment, which included numerous meetings with
community members, local and regional investors, industry leaders, Blue Lake Commissions, and
local business operators. The City hired Storyland Studios to conduct the analysis, facilitate the
outreach and to develop the project proformas and architectural renderings.

Storyland Studios has finalized the development analysis and staff will present the results of the
study, along with conceptual drawings reflecting future investment concepts.

Background Material Provided: Staff will present the results of the analysis at the Council
meeting.

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Recommended Action: No action required; staff is presenting the results of the project and will be
closing out the grant as all grant objectives have been met.

Agenda Item Review Information:

City Manager Review: X Legal Review: [1  Planner Review: [J Engineer Review: [

Comments:

 After Action Information: =~

Date Action Taken: Notes:

Action Taken: Approved: [ Denied: [l Tabled: [ Other: [

Council Vote: Jones: [ Shull: [ Mackay: [ Edgar: [] Scafani: [
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