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California 
Department of 

Housing & 
Community 
Development 

(HCD)
Mission: Promote safe, affordable homes and 

vibrant, inclusive, sustainable communities for 

all Californians.



Humboldt 
County 

Association of 
Governments 

(HCAOG)
Joint Powers Agency composed of the 

seven incorporated cities (Arcata, Blue 

Lake, Eureka, Ferndale, Fortuna, Rio Dell, 

Trinidad), and the County of Humboldt.



Housing Element Updates

• Blue Lake Housing Element updates

❑ 1986 (Adopted)

❑ 1992 (Adopted and Certified) 

❑ 2004 (Adopted and Certified)

❑ 2009 (Adopted)

❑ 2015 (Draft – Not Adopted or Certified)



Consequences of Non-compliance with 
State housing policy

1) The City could be sued  

2) The City could be denied grant funding   

3) The State could take away local control  



Housing 
Element 
Update

2019-2027
(6th Cycle)



Regional 
Housing Needs 
Assessment 

(RHNA) Plan



RHNA Allocation 2019-2027



5th and 6th Cycle RHNA



Primary Housing Sites In the City 

3rd - 5th Housing Element Planning Cycles 6th Housing Element Planning Cycle



Vacant Sites Inventory Map



Current 
Zoning 
Map



RHNA vs Residential Sites



Implementation Programs

Revisions to the City’s Zoning Code for the following reasons:

• Ensure consistency with current State housing law (Programs HI-1, HI-2, HI-7, HI-17, HI-23)

• Create a Multi-Family Combining Zone to allow multi-family projects without discretionary 

review or by-right at a density of 16 units per acre (Program HI-14)

• To remove potential constraints to the development of multi-family housing (Program HI-19)

• To comply with the requirements for objective design standards in Government Code Section 

65589.5, subdivision (f) (Program HI-21)

• To minimize the potential for confusion regarding the applicability of the City’s design 

guidelines (Program HI-22) 



Multi-Family Combining Zone

• Implementation Program HI-14

• Could be overlayed onto individual 

properties with an R-3, MU, PDR, and 

O base zoning district

• Would allow a density of 16 units per 

acre by right (principally permitted 

or “by-right”) 

• Must be applied to sites 1 acre or 

larger to meet State requirements



Applying 
Combining 

Zone



CEQA – Plan 
Level vs. Project 

Level

• Plan Level = Analyzes potential 

environmental impacts of the 

implementation of Goals, Policies, and 

Programs in the plan area (City-wide)

• Project Level =  Analyzes the site-specific 

environmental impacts of a project



CEQA – Plan Level

• Housing Element Update – Analysis 

of Implementation Programs HI-1 

through HI-23

• Negative Declaration is often the 

CEQA determination for individual 

General Plan Element updates

• Most local jurisdictions adopted a 

Negative Declaration for their 

Housing Element Updates 



CEQA – Plan Level
Blue Lake Housing Element Update

“The Housing Element Update is a policy 
document that does not result in physical 
changes to the environment but encourages 
the provision of housing in areas of the City 
that are already designated and zoned to 
allow residential development. While 
policies could require amendments to the 
Zoning Code or result in actions of the City 
that could cause a physical change, the 
policies would not result in specific physical 
changes to the environment. Additionally, 
any amendments to the Zoning Code would 
be subject to project-specific environmental 
review pursuant to CEQA.” 



CEQA – Project Level

• Danco Project – Analysis of the site-

specific physical impacts of a project

• Often requires the preparation of 

technical studies, which may 

recommend mitigation measures

• Mitigated Negative Declaration is a 

common CEQA determination for 

projects that are not exempt 
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