City of Blue Lake

Parks and Recreation Commission
Meeting Agenda

Wednesday March 4th, 2026 at 6:30p.m
Skinner Store

Unless Otherwise Noted, All Items on the Agenda Are Subject to Action.
MEETING LOCATION: Skinner Store 111 Greenwood Road, Behind City Hall, Blue Lake.

Public Input can be given to the Commission by contacting the City Clerk at
cityclerk@bluelake.ca.gov, or by phone at 707-668-5655 until 4:00 p.m. on the date of the meeting.
Written comments may be submitted via email or by submission to the City Clerk at City Hall.

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISH A QUORUM

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS - The Public is invited to present petitions,

make announcements, or provide other information to the Commission that is relevant to the
scope of authority of the City of Blue Lake that is not on the agenda. The Commission may
provide up to 15 minutes for this public input session. To assure that each individual
presentation is heard, the Commission may uniformly impose time limitations of 3 minutes to
each individual presentation. The public will be given the opportunity to address items that
are on the agenda at the time the Commission takes up each specific agenda item.

ITEMS FOR COMMISSION DISCUSSION OR ACTION
5 COMMISSIONER WELCOME: TIM DANIELS
6 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, AND SECRETARY - PER ORDINANCE NO 447
7. BROWN ACT OVERVIEW
8
9

PARKS AND RECREATION FEE SCHEDULE
BIKE & SKATE PARK UPDATES
10. CITY COUNCIL COMMISSION CONSOLIDATION DISCUSSION
11. ANNOUNCEMENTS
12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
13. MOTION TO ADJOURN

A request for disability-related modification or accommodation(s), including auxiliary aid or services, may
be made by a person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate
in the public meeting, by contacting the City Clerk at 707-668-5655, at least 24 hours prior to the
commencement of the meeting.


mailto:cityclerk@bluelake.ca.gov

ORDINANCE No. 447

PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION

AN ORDINANCE REESTABLISHING THE PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 308.

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted its Ordinance 308 which established a Park and
Recreation Commission and defined its powers and responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has recently studied the need to amend Ordinance to incorporate
the relationship of the Commission with the delegated responsibilities of the City
Manager and City staff; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined the need to completely amend and nullify
Ordinance 308 concerning the Park and Recreation Commission and replace it

with this ordinance;

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Blue Lake, California, does ordain as
follows:

A Parks and Recreation Commission is hereby reestablished.

Section 1. Membership

The Commission shall consist of five (5) members. All members will be residents of the
City or reside within the sphere of influence of the City; and are appointed by the City
Council.

Section 2. Appointments and Vacancies

When a vacancy occurs or is anticipated, for whatever reason, the Chair of the Commission
shall so certify to the City Council through the City Clerk. The City Council shall declare
such vacancy at its next regular meeting and direct public notice of the vacancy for at least
30 days. Commission members whose terms have expired or who had previously served on
the Commission and who desire reappointment shall be considered with other nominees.



Section 3. Term of Office

Members appointed by the City Council will serve for a term of two (2) years. Terms of
office for each commissioner will be for two (2) years, (except that half of the terms will
expire the first year, and thereafter on alternate years for the remaining commissioners).
Appointments will expire on January 30. When a Commissioner's normal term of office is
to expire, the City Council shall declare the vacancy in December at a City Council
meeting. The City Council will have the City Clerk notice the vacancy(ies) for at least 30
days and fill the vacancy as soon as possible.

Section 4. Removal

A Commissioner's term of office will terminate if a member moves their primary residence
outside the City limits or outside the sphere of influence of the City or if the member
misses, without cause, three consecutive meetings. Commission members may be removed
from office by a simple majority vote of the City Council.

Section 5. Officers

At its first meeting each calendar year, the Commission shall appoint from among its
members a Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary. The Chair shall set meeting agendas, preside
at meetings, and call special meetings when necessary. The Vice-Chair shall, in the Chair's
absence, perform the duties of the Chairperson. The Secretary shall record the minutes of
the meetings. The Commission shall designate a Commissioner to represent the
Commission at City Council meetings if the Commission wishes to make a presentation to
the Council or if the Council is considering an item that is under the purview of the
Commission.

Section 6. Records

Records of the Commissions proceedings, including such things as agendas and meeting
minutes shall be kept as public records and filed with the City Clerk.

Section 7.  Meetings

All meetings of the Commission shall be held at City Hall, unless adjourned to or scheduled
for another place of meeting and written notice has been given. Meetings will normally be
held every other month at an established time. All meetings and matters of business of the
Commission will be conducted in accordance with provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act,
Government Code Sections 54950 through 54926, currently enacted and amended by the
State of California.



Section 8.

Duties

The Park and Recreation Commission shall have the following duties:

8

Section 9.

To serve in an advisory capacity to the City Council, the City Manager, and
designated City recreation staff in all matters pertaining to public recreation, the
City’s parks and recreation facilities;

To review all park and recreation policy issues as requested by the City Council, the
City Manager, and designated City recreation staff and to provide
recommendations;

Recommend to the City Council, the City Manager, and designated City recreation
staff, the creation or amendment of rules, regulations and ordinances for the use of
parks and recreation facilities;

To advise the City Council, the City Manager, and designated City recreation staff
on the acquisition of equipment or property and the seeking of grants;

To foster relationships with other entities in order to promote and develop
programs of mutual benefit;

Work with the City Manager and designated City recreation staff to establish an
active public relations program.

Perform such other duties relating to recreation and recreation facilities as may be
prescribed by the City Council.

Powers

The Park and Recreation Commission shall have the following advisory powers:

1.

In accordance with adopted policies and procedures of the City, the Commission,
under the guidance of City staff, may solicit and organize volunteers and/or
establish working committees for raising funds to support the City's parks and
recreation facilities and recreational activities;

In accordance with adopted policies and procedures of the City, the Commission
may solicit and organize volunteers and/or establish working committees to assist in
the upkeep of the City's parks and recreation facilities, however all proposed work
plans require the approval of the City Manager or designated City staff and all work
performed will be under the supervision of City staff;



3. In accordance with adopted policies and procedures of the City, Commission may
solicit and organize volunteers and/or establish working committees to assist
recreational and educational programming however all proposals for assistance
requires the approval of the City Manager or designated City staff and all assistance

performed will be under the supervision of City staff;,

4. To provide oversight on behalf of the City Council for established City recreation
programs;
5. Advise and assist the City Manager and designated City staff in the development of

new City recreation programs.

Section 10.  Severability

The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and each
section, subsection, sentence, clause or phase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one
or more of the sections, subsection, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid.

Section 11. Repeal

Ordinance 308 and any and all provisions of previously adopted ordinances and resolutions
of City of Blue Lake, which are inconsistent with this Ordinance, are repealed and

superseded.

APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Blue Lake at a regular meeting
held on April 14,, 1998 by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Nakamura, Jones, Gardiner, Schapiro, Sheets
NOES: r—
ABSENT: None
,;MW
Tom Sheets
Mayor
ATTESTED:
rrnen [ oailn
Karen Nessler \

City Clerk



RALPH M. BROWN ACT
JANUARY 2026

GOVERNMENT CODE - TITLE 5. LOCAL AGENCIES [50001 - 57607]
DIVISION 2. CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER AGENCIES [53000 - 55821]

PART 1. POWERS AND DUTIES COMMON TO CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER
AGENCIES [53000 - 54999.7]

CHAPTER 9. Meetings [54950 - 54963]
( Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588. )

For Information Visit: CA Legislative Information Website
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part
=1.&lawCode=GOV &title=5.

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website
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SECTIONS & TITLE

Table of Contents

Section Title Page

§ 54950 Declaration, intent; sovereignty 4

§ 54950.5 | Short title 4

§ 54951 Local agency 4

§ 54952 Legislative body, definition 4

§ 54952.1 Member of a legislative body of a local agency; conduct 5

§ 54952.2 “Meeting” defined; prohibited communications; social media; 5
exclusions from chapter

§ 54952.3 Simultaneous or serial order meetings of a subsequent 8
legislative body; compensation and stipends

§ 54952.6 Action taken 8

§ 54952.7 Copies of chapter to members of legislative body of local 8
agencies

§ 54953 Meetings to be open and public; attendance; teleconferencing; 8
remote participation as a reasonable accommodation

§ 54953.1 Testimony of members before grand jury 11

§ 54953.2 Legislative boy meetings to meet protections and prohibitions of 11
the Americans with Disabilities Act

§ 54953.3 Conditions to attendance 11

§ 54953.4 Public access to meetings held by eligible legislative bodies 11

§ 54953.5 Right to record proceedings; conditions; audio or video 17
recordings made by or under direction of local agencies

§ 54953.6 Prohibitions or restrictions on broadcasts of proceedings of 18
legislative body; reasonable findings

§ 54953.7 Allowance of greater access to meetings than minimal standards 18
in this chapter

§ 54953.8 Legislative body of local agency; use of alternative 18
teleconferencing provisions for notice and public participation

§ 54953.8.1 | Teleconference — health authority 22

§ 54953.8.2 | Teleconference — state of emergency 22

§ 54953.8.3 | Teleconference — quorum in singular location 23

§ 54953.8.4 | Teleconference — eligible neighborhood council 25

§ 54953.8.5 | Teleconference — eligible community college student 27
organization

§ 54953.8.6 | Teleconference — eligible subsidiary body 29

§ 54953.8.7 | Teleconference — eligible multijurisdictional body 31

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website



SECTIONS & TITLE

Section Title Page

§ 54954 Time and place of regular meetings; special meetings; 33
emergencies

§ 54954 .1 Mailed or electronic notice to persons who filed written request; 35
time; duration and renewal of requests; fee

§ 54954 .2 Agenda; posting; action on other matters; posting on the internet 35
website

§ 54954.3 Opportunity for public to address legislative body; adoption of 38
regulation; public criticism of policies

§ 54954.4 Reimbursements to local agencies and school districts for costs 40

§ 54954.5 Closed session item descriptions 41

§ 54954.6 New or increased taxes or assessments; public meetings and 43
public hearings; joint notice requirements

§ 54955 Adjournment; adjourned meetings 47

§ 54955.1 Continuance 47

§ 54956 Special meetings 48

§ 54956.5 Emergency meetings in emergency situations 48

§ 54956.6 Fees 50

§ 54956.7 Closed Sessions, license applications; rehabilitated criminals 50

§ 54956.75 | Closed session; response to confidential final draft audit report; 50
public release of report

§ 54956.8 Real property transactions; closed meeting with negotiator 51

§ 54956.81 | Investment of pension funds; closed session 51

§ 54956.86 | Charges or complaints from members of local agency health 51
plans; closed hearings; members’ rights

§ 54956.87 | Records of certain health plans; meetings on health plan trade 52
secrets

§ 54956.9 Pending Litigation; closed session; lawyer-client privilege; 53
notice; memorandum

§ 54956.95 | Closed sessions; insurance pooling; tort liability losses; public 55
liability losses; workers’ compensation liability

§ 54956.96 | Joint powers agency; legislative body; Clean Power Alliance of 56
Southern California; closed session; confidential information

§ 54956.96" | Joint powers agency; legislative body; closed session; 57
confidential information

§ 54956.97 | Public bank; governing board or committee of governing board,; 58
closed session

' The assigned section number is the same for two separate provisions of the Brown Act due to sunset
and operational dates.

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website



Section Title Page
§ 54956.98 Public bank; policy or bylaw; information from a closed session 59
considered confidential
§ 54957 Closed sessions; definitions; personnel matters; exclusion of 60
witnesses; matters posing a threat to critical infrastructure
§ 54957 .1 Closed sessions; public report of action taken 61
§ 54957.2 Minute book record of closed sessions; inspection 64
§ 54957.5 Agendas of public meetings; writings distributed less than 72 64
hours prior to meeting; public records; inspection
§ 54957.6 Closed sessions; salaries, salary schedules or fringe benefits 66
§ 54957.7 Disclosure of items to be discussed in closed sessions 67
§ 54957.8 Multijurisdictional law enforcement agency; closed sessions by 67
legislative or advisory body of agency
§ 54957.9 Disorderly conduct of general public during meeting; clearing of 68
room
§ 54957.95 | Disruptive behavior during meeting; removal of individual 68
§ 54957.96 | Disruptive behavior during meeting; application to public 69
participating via two-way telephone service or audiovisual
platform
§ 54957.10 | Closed sessions; local agency employee application for early 69
withdrawal of funds in deferred compensation plan; financial
hardship
§ 54958 Application of chapter 69
§ 54959 Penalty for unlawful meeting 70
§ 54960 Actions to stop or prevent violations of meeting provisions; 70
applicability of meeting provisions; validity of rules or actions on
recording closed sessions
§ 54960.1 Unlawful action by legislative body; action for mandamus or 70
injunction; prerequisites
§ 54960.2 Actions to determine past violations by legislative body; 73
conditions; cease and desist letters; responses by legislative
body; unconditional commitments to cease; resolutions to
rescind commitments
§ 54960.5 Costs and attorney fees 76
§ 54961 Meetings prohibited in facilities; grounds; identify of victims of 76
tortious sexual conduct or child abuse
§ 54962 Closed session by legislative body prohibited 77
§ 54963 Confidential information acquired during an authorized closed 77
legislative session; authorization by legislative body; remedies
for violation; exceptions

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website



54950. In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public
commissions, boards and councils and the other public agencies in this State exist
to aid in the conduct of the people’s business. It is the intent of the law that their
actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly.

The people of this State do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies which serve
them. The people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servants the
right to decide what is good for the people to know and what is not good for them
to know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they may retain control
over the instruments they have created.(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

54950.5. This chapter shall be known as the Ralph M. Brown Act. (Added by Stats. 1961, Ch.

115)

54951. As used in this chapter, “local agency” means a county, city, whether general
law or chartered, city and county, town, school district, municipal corporation,
district, political subdivision, or any board, commission or agency thereof, or other
local public agency. (Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 1417.)

54952. As used in this chapter, “legislative body” means:

(a)

(b)

()

The governing body of a local agency or any other local body created
by state or federal statute.

A commission, committee, board, or other body of a local agency,
whether permanent or temporary, decisionmaking or advisory, created
by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body.
However, advisory committees, composed solely of the members of
the legislative body that are less than a quorum of the legislative body
are not legislative bodies, except that standing committees of a
legislative body, irrespective of their composition, which have a
continuing subject matter jurisdiction, or a meeting schedule fixed by
charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body
are legislative bodies for purposes of this chapter.

(1) A board, commission, committee, or other multimember body that
governs a private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity
that either:

(A) Is created by the elected legislative body in order to
exercise authority that may lawfully be delegated by the elected
governing body to a private corporation, limited liability
company, or other entity.

(B) Receives funds from a local agency and the membership of
whose governing body includes a member of the legislative body

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
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(d)

of the local agency appointed to that governing body as a full
voting member by the legislative body of the local agency.

(2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1), no board,
commission, committee, or other multimember body that governs a
private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity that
receives funds from a local agency and, as of February 9, 1996, has a
member of the legislative body of the local agency as a full voting
member of the governing body of that private corporation, limited
liability company, or other entity shall be relieved from the public
meeting requirements of this chapter by virtue of a change in status of
the full voting member to a nonvoting member.

The lessee of any hospital the whole or part of which is first leased
pursuant to subdivision (p) of Section 32121 of the Health and Safety
Code after January 1, 1994, where the lessee exercises any material
authority of a legislative body of a local agency delegated to it by that
legislative body whether the lessee is organized and operated by the
local agency or by a delegated authority. (Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1073, Sec.
2. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54952.1. Any person elected to serve as a member of a legislative body who has not
yet assumed the duties of office shall conform his or her conduct to the
requirements of this chapter and shall be treated for purposes of enforcement of

this chapter as if he or she has already assumed office. (Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec.
2. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54952.2. (a) As used in this chapter, "meeting” means any congregation of a

(b)

majority of the members of a legislative body at the same time and
location, including teleconference location as permitted by Section
54953, to hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(1) A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not, outside a
meeting authorized by this chapter, use a series of communications of
any kind, directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, or
take action on any item of business that is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing an employee or
official of a local agency, from engaging in separate conversations or
communications outside of a meeting authorized by this chapter with
members of a legislative body in order to answer questions or provide
information regarding a matter that is within the subject matter

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
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jurisdiction of the local agency, if that person does not communicate to
members of the legislative body the comments or position of any other
member or members of the legislative body.

(3) (A) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing a member
of the legislative body from engaging in separate conversations or
communications on an internet-based social media platform to answer
questions, provide information to the public, or to solicit information
from the public regarding a matter that is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body provided that a majority of the
members of the legislative body do not use the internet-based social
media platform to discuss among themselves business of a specific
nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative
body. A member of the legislative body shall not respond directly to
any communication on an internet-based social media platform
regarding a matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the
legislative body that is made, posted, or shared by any other member
of the legislative body.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, all of the following definitions shall
apply:

(i) “Discuss among themselves” means communications made,
posted, or shared on an internet-based social media platform
between members of a legislative body, including comments or
use of digital icons that express reactions to communications
made by other members of the legislative body.

(ii) “Internet-based social media platform” means an online
service that is open and accessible to the public.

(iii) “"Open and accessible to the public” means that members of
the general public have the ability to access and participate, free
of charge, in the social media platform without the approval by
the social media platform or a person or entity other than the
social media platform, including any forum and chatroom, and
cannot be blocked from doing so, except when the internet-
based social media platform determines that an individual
violated its protocols or rules.

(c) Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this chapter
upon any of the following:

(1) Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a
legislative body and any other person that do not violate
subdivision (b).

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
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(2) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative
body at a conference or similar gathering open to the public that
involves a discussion of issues of general interest to the public
or to public agencies of the type represented by the legislative
body, provided that a majority of the members do not discuss
among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled
program, business of a specified nature that is within the
subject matter jurisdiction of the local agency. Nothing in this
paragraph is intended to allow members of the public free
admission to a conference or similar gathering at which the
organizers have required other participants or registrants to pay
fees or charges as a condition of attendance.

(3) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative
body at an open and publicized meeting organized to address a
topic of local community concern by a person or organization
other than the local agency, provided that a majority of the
members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part
of the scheduled program, business of a specific nature that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of
the local agency.

(4) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative
body at an open and noticed meeting of another body of the
local agency, or at an open and noticed meeting of a legislative
body of another local agency, provided that a majority of the
members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part
of the scheduled meeting, business of a specific nature that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of
the local agency.

(5) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative
body at a purely social or ceremonial occasion, provided that a
majority of the members do not discuss among themselves
business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local agency.

(6) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative
body at an open and noticed meeting of a standing committee
of that body, provided that the members of the legislative body
who are not members of the standing committee attend only as
observers. (Amended (as amended by Stats. 2020, Ch. 89, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2025, Ch.
327, Sec. 1. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
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54952.3.

(a) A legislative body that has convened a meeting and whose
membership constitutes a quorum of any other legislative body may
convene a meeting of that other legislative body, simultaneously or in
serial order, only if a clerk or a member of the convened legislative
body verbally announces, prior to convening any simultaneous or
serial order meeting of that subsequent legislative body, the amount of
compensation or stipend, if any, that each member will be entitled to
receive as a result of convening the simultaneous or serial meeting of
the subsequent legislative body and identifies that the compensation
or stipend shall be provided as a result of convening a meeting for
which each member is entitled to collect compensation or a stipend.
However, the clerk or member of the legislative body shall not be
required to announce the amount of compensation if the amount of
compensation is prescribed in statute and no additional compensation
has been authorized by a local agency.

(b) For purposes of this section, compensation and stipend shall not
include amounts reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses
incurred by a member in the performance of the member’s official
duties, including, but not limited to, reimbursement of expenses
relating to travel, meals, and lodging. (Added by Stats. 2011, Ch. 91, Sec. 1. (AB
23) Effective January 1, 2012.)

54952.6. As used in this chapter, “action taken” means a collective decision made by
a majority of the members of a legislative body, a collective commitment or
promise by a majority of the members of a legislative body to make a positive or a
negative decision, or an actual vote by a majority of the members of a legislative
body when sitting as a body or entity, upon a motion, proposal, resolution, order or
ordinance. (Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1671.)

54952.7. A local agency shall provide a copy of this chapter to any person elected or
appointed to serve as a member of a legislative body of the local agency. (Amended by
Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 3. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.
(a)

(b)

All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and
public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting of the
legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of
a local agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public
and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any
meeting or proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting
or proceeding shall comply with all otherwise applicable requirements
of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to
a specific type of meeting or proceeding.

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
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(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body. If the legislative body of a local
agency elects to use teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local
agency shall comply with all of the following:

(A) All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by
rollcall.

(B) The teleconferenced meetings shall be conducted in a
manner that protects the statutory and constitutional rights of
the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of
a local agency.

(C) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and
post agendas as otherwise required by this chapter.

(D) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to
access the meeting and the agenda shall provide an opportunity
for members of the public to address the legislative body
directly pursuant to Section 54954.3.

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use
teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all teleconference locations.
Each teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda
of the meeting or proceeding, and each teleconference location shall be
accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of
the members of the legislative body shall participate from locations
within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency
exercises jurisdiction, except as expressly provided in this chapter.

(4) The teleconferencing requirements of this subdivision shall not apply
to remote participation described in subdivision (c).

(c) (1) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a member of a
legislative body with a disability from participating in any meeting of the
legislative body by remote participation as a reasonable accommodation
pursuant to any applicable law.

(2) A member of a legislative body participating in a meeting by remote
participation pursuant to this subdivision shall do both of the following:

(A) The member shall participate through both audio and visual
technology, except that any member with a disability, as defined in
Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code, may participate
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(d)

(e)

only through audio technology if a physical condition related to their
disability results in a need to participate off camera.

(B) The member shall disclose at the meeting before any action is
taken, whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are
present in the room at the remote location with the member, and the
general nature of the member’s relationship with any of those
individuals.

(3) Remote participation under this subdivision shall be treated as in-person
attendance at the physical meeting location for all purposes, including any
requirement that a quorum of the legislative body participate from any
particular location. The provisions of subdivision (b) and Sections 54953.8 to
54953.8.7, inclusive, shall not apply to remote participation under this
subdivision.

(1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary
or final.

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for
the action.

(3) (A) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a
summary of a recommendation for a final action on the salaries, salary
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of either
of the following during the open meeting in which the final action is to
be taken:

(i) A local agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of
Section 3511.1.

(ii) A department head or other similar administrative officer of
the local agency.

(B) This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the
California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section
7920.000) of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in
the process of developing the recommendation.

For purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply:

(1) “Disability” means a physical disability or a mental disability as those
terms are defined in Section 12926 and used in Section 12926.1, or a
disability as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code.
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(2) (A) "Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the
members of which are in different locations, connected by electronic means,
through either audio or video, or both.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), “teleconference” does not
include one or more members watching or listening to a meeting via
webcasting or any other similar electronic medium that does not
permit members to interactively speak, discuss, or deliberate on
matters.

(3) "“Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by
teleconference at a location other than any physical meeting location designated
in the notice of the meeting. (Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 534, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2025,
Ch. 327, Sec. 4. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.1. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to prohibit the
members of the legislative body of a local agency from giving testimony in private
before a grand jury, either as individuals or as a body. (Added by Stats. 1979, Ch. 950.)

54953.2. All meetings of a legislative body of a local agency that are open and public
shall meet the protections and prohibitions contained in Section 202 of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal
rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. (Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 300, Sec.
5. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54953.3. A member of the public shall not be required, as a condition to attendance
at a meeting of a legislative body of a local agency, to register his or her name, to
provide other information, to complete a questionnaire, or otherwise to fulfill any
condition precedent to his or her attendance.

If an attendance list, register, questionnaire, or other similar document is posted at
or near the entrance to the room where the meeting is to be held, or is circulated to
the persons present during the meeting, it shall state clearly that the signing,
registering, or completion of the document is voluntary, and that all persons may
attend the meeting regardless of whether a person signs, registers, or completes
the document. (Amended by Stats. 1981, Ch. 968, Sec. 28.)

54953.4. (@) The Legislature finds and declares that public access, including
through translation of agendas as required by this section, is
necessary for an informed populace. The Legislature encourages local
agencies to adopt public access requirements that exceed the
requirements of this chapter by translating additional languages,
employing human translators, and conducting additional outreach.
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(b) (1) In addition to any other applicable requirements of this
chapter, a meeting held by a eligible legislative body pursuant to this
chapter shall comply with both of the following requirements:

(A) (i) (1) (ia) All open and public meetings shall include an
opportunity for members of the public to attend via a two-way
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform, except if
adequate telephonic or internet service is not operational at the
meeting location. If adequate telephonic or internet service is
operational at the meeting location during only a portion of the
meeting, the legislative body shall include an opportunity for members
of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way
audiovisual platform during that portion of the meeting.

(ib) (Ia) On or before July 1, 2026, an eligible legislative body shall
approve at a noticed public meeting in open session, not on the
consent calendar, a policy regarding disruption of telephonic or
internet service occurring during meetings subject to this sub-
subclause. The policy shall address the procedures for recessing and
reconvening a meeting in the event of disruption and the efforts that
the eligible legislative body shall make to attempt to restore the
service.

(Ib) If a disruption of telephonic or internet service that prevents
members of the public from attending or observing the meeting
via the two-way telephonic service or two-way audiovisual
platform occurs during the meeting, the eligible legislative body
shall recess the open session of the meeting for at least one hour
and make a good faith attempt to restore the service. The eligible
legislative body may meet in closed session during this period.
The eligible legislative body shall not reconvene the open session
of the meeting until at least one hour following the disruption, or
until telephonic or internet service is restored, whichever is
earlier.

(Ic) Upon reconvening the open session, if telephonic or internet
service has not been restored, the eligible legislative body shall
adopt a finding by rollcall vote that good faith efforts to restore
the telephonic or internet service have been made in accordance
with the policy adopted pursuant to sub-sub-subclause (Ia) and
that the public interest in continuing the meeting outweighs the
public interest in remote public access.
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(II) Subclause (I) does not apply to a meeting that is held to do any of
the following:

(ia) Attend a judicial or administrative proceeding to which the local
agency is a party.

(ib) Inspect real or personal property provided that the topic of the
meeting is limited to items directly related to the real or personal
property.

(ic) Meet with elected or appointed officials of the United States or
the State of California, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory
issue affecting the local agency and over which the federal or state
officials have jurisdiction.

(id) Meet in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that
the topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the
facility.

(ie) Meet in an emergency situation pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(ii) If an eligible legislative body elects to provide a two-way audiovisual
platform, the eligible legislative body shall publicly post and provide a call-
in option, and activate any automatic captioning function during the
meeting if an automatic captioning function is included with the two-way
audiovisual platform. If an eligible legislative body does not elect to
provide a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative body shall
provide a two-way telephonic service for the public to participate in the
meeting, pursuant to subclause (I).

(B) (i) All open and public meetings for which attendance via a two-way
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform is provided in accordance
with paragraph (1) shall provide the public with an opportunity to provide
public comment in accordance with Section 54954.3 via the two-way
telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform, and ensure the opportunity for
the members of the public participating via a two-way telephonic or two-way
audiovisual platform to provide public comment with the same time allotment
as a person attending a meeting in person.

(2) (A) An eligible legislative body shall reasonably assist members of the public
who wish to translate a public meeting into any language or wish to receive
interpretation provided by another member of the public, so long as the
interpretation is not disrupting to the meeting, as defined in Section 54957.95.
The eligible legislative body shall publicize instructions on how to request
assistance under this subdivision. Assistance may include any of the following, as
determined by the eligible legislative body:
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(i) Arranging space for one or more interpreters at the meeting location.
(ii) Allowing extra time during the meeting for interpretation to occur.

(iii) Ensuring participants may utilize their personal equipment or
reasonably access facilities for participants to access commercially
available interpretation services.

(B) This section does not require an eligible legislative body to provide
interpretation of any public meeting, however, an eligible legislative body may
elect to provide interpretation of any public meeting.

(C) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or accuracy
of any interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or provided under this
subdivision. An action shall not be commenced or maintained against the
eligible legislative body arising from the content or accuracy of any
interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or provided under this subdivision.

(3) An eligible legislative body shall take the following actions to encourage
residents, including those in underrepresented communities and non-English-
speaking communities, to participate in public meetings:

(A) Have in place a system for electronically accepting and fulfilling requests
for meeting agendas and documents pursuant to Section 54954.1 through
email or through an integrated agenda management platform. Information
about how to make a request using this system shall be accessible through a
prominent direct link posted on the primary internet website home page of the
eligible legislative body.

(B) (i) Create and maintain an accessible internet webpage dedicated to public
meetings that includes, or provides a link to, all of the following information:

(I) A general explanation of the public meeting process for the eligible
legislative body.

(II) An explanation of the procedures for a member of the public to
provide in-person or remote oral public comment during a public
meeting or to submit written public comment.

(IIT) A calendar of all public meeting dates with calendar listings that
include the date, time, and location of each public meeting.

(IV) The agenda posted online pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision
(@) of Section 54954.2.
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(ii) The eligible legislative body shall include a link to the webpage required
by subparagraph (A) on the home page of the eligible legislative body’s
internet website.

(C) (i) Make reasonable efforts, as determined by the legislative body, to
invite groups that do not traditionally participate in public meetings to attend
those meetings, which may include, but are not limited to, all the following:

(I) Media organizations that provide news coverage in the jurisdiction of
the eligible legislative body, including media organizations that serve
non-English-speaking communities.

(II) Good government, civil rights, civic engagement, neighborhood,
and community group organizations, or similar organizations that are
active in the jurisdiction of the eligible legislative body, including
organizations active in non-English-speaking communities.

(ii) Legislative bodies shall have broad discretion in the choice of
reasonable efforts they make under this subparagraph. No action shall be
commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising from
failing to provide public meeting information to any specific group pursuant
to this subparagraph.

(c) (1) (A) The agenda for each meeting of an eligible legislative body shall be
translated into all applicable languages, and each translation shall be posted in
accordance with Section 54954.2. Each translation shall include instructions in the
applicable language describing how to join the meeting by the telephonic or
internet-based service option, including any requirements for registration for public
comment.

(B) The accessible internet webpage provided under subparagraph (B) of
paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) shall be translated into all applicable
languages, and each translation shall be accessible through a prominent
direct link posted on the primary internet website home page of the eligible
legislative body.

(2) A translation made using a digital translation service shall satisfy the
requirements of paragraph (1).

(3) The eligible legislative body shall make available a physical location that is
freely accessible to the public in reasonable proximity to the physical location in
which the agenda and translations are posted as described in paragraph (1), and
shall allow members of the public to post additional translations of the agenda in
that location.
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(4) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or accuracy of
any translation provided pursuant to this subdivision. No action shall be
commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising from the
content, accuracy, posting, or removal of any translation provided by the eligible
legislative body or posted by any person pursuant to this subdivision.

(5) For the purposes of this section, the agenda does not include the entire
agenda packet.

(d) This section shall not be construed to affect or supersede any other applicable
civil rights, nondiscrimination, or public access laws.

(e) For purposes of this section, all of the following definitions apply:
(1) (A) “Applicable languages” means languages, according to data from the most
recent American Community Survey, spoken jointly by 20 percent or more of the
applicable population, provided that 20 percent or more of the population that
speaks that language in that city or county speaks English less than “very well.”

(B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A), the applicable population shall be
determined as follows:

(i) For an eligible legislative body that is a city council or county board of
supervisors, the applicable population shall be the population of the city or
county.

(if) For an eligible legislative body of a special district, the applicable
population shall be either of the following, at the discretion of the board of
directors of the special district:

(I) The population of the county with the greatest population within the
boundaries of the special district.

(IT) The population of the service area of the special district, if the
special district has the data to determine what languages spoken by the
population within its service area meet the requirements of paragraph

(A).

(C) If more than three languages meet the criteria set forth in subparagraph
(A), “applicable languages” shall mean the three languages described in
subparagraph (A) that are spoken by the largest percentage of the population.

(D) An eligible legislative body may elect to determine the applicable
languages based upon a source other than the most recent American
Community Survey if it makes a finding, based upon substantial evidence,
that the other source provides equally or more reliable data for the territory
over which the eligible legislative body exercises jurisdiction.
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(2) “Eligible legislative body” means any of the following:

(A) A city council of a city with a population of 30,000 or more.

(B) A county board of supervisors of a county, or city and county, with a
population of 30,000 or more.

(C) A city council of a city located in a county with a population of 600,000 or
more.

(D) The board of directors of a special district that has an internet website and
meets any of the following conditions:

(i) The boundaries of the special district include the entirety of a county
with a population of 600,000 or more, and the special district has over 200
full-time equivalent employees.

(ii) The special district has over 1,000 full-time equivalent employees.

(iii) The special district has annual revenues, based on the most recent
Financial Transaction Report data published by the California State
Controller, that exceed four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000),
adjusted annually for inflation commencing January 1, 2027, as measured
by the percentage change in the California Consumer Price Index from
January 1 of the prior year to January 1 of the current year, and the
special district employs over 200 full-time equivalent employees.

(3) "Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides
participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an interactive

video

conference and a two-way telephonic service.

(4) "Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not
require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone number to

listen
(f) This

(g) This

and verbally participate.
section shall become operative on July 1, 2026.

section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that

date is repealed. (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 5. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Operative July 1,
2026, by its own provisions. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.5.

(a) Any person attending an open and public meeting of a legislative
body of a local agency shall have the right to record the proceedings in
the absence of a reasonable finding by the legislative body of the local
agency that the recording cannot continue without noise, illumination,
or obstruction of view that constitutes, or would constitute, a

persistent disruption of the proceedings.
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(b) Any recording of an open and public meeting made for whatever
purpose by or at the direction of the local agency shall be subject to
inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Division 10
(commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), but, notwithstanding
Section 34090, may be erased or destroyed 30 days after the
recording. Any inspection of an audio or video recording shall be
provided without charge on equipment made available by the local
agency. (Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 6. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.6. No legislative body of a local agency shall prohibit or otherwise restrict the
broadcast of its open and public meetings in the absence of a reasonable finding
that the broadcast cannot be accomplished without noise, illumination, or

obstruction of view that would constitute a persistent disruption of the proceedings.
(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 6. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54953.7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, legislative bodies of local
agencies may impose requirements upon themselves which allow greater access to
their meetings than prescribed by the minimal standards set forth in this chapter.
In addition thereto, an elected legislative body of a local agency may impose those
requirements on appointed legislative bodies of the local agency. (Amended by Stats.
2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 7. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.8.

(@) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing as
authorized by subdivision (b) of Section 54953 without complying with
the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 54953
in any of the circumstances described in Sections 54953.8.1 to
54953.8.7, inclusive.

(b) A legislative body that holds a teleconference meeting pursuant to
this section shall, in addition to any other applicable requirements of
this chapter, comply with all of the following:

(1) The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following
as a means by which the public may remotely hear and visually
observe the meeting, and remotely address the legislative body:

(A) A two-way audiovisual platform.

(B) A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the
meeting.

(2) In each instance in which notice of the time of the
teleconference meeting held pursuant to this section is otherwise
given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government

Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website

18



legislative body shall also give notice of the means by which
members of the public may access the meeting and offer public
comment. The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for
all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based
service option.

(3) In the event of a disruption that prevents the legislative body
from broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the
call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a
disruption within the local agency’s control that prevents members
of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option
or internet-based service option, the legislative body shall take no
further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until
public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based
service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a
disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.

(4) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be
submitted in advance of the meeting and must provide an
opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer
comment in real time.

(5) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to
provide public comment through the use of an internet website, or
other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative
body, that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be
required to register as required by the third-party internet website
or online platform to participate.

(6)(A) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment
period for each agenda item shall not close the public comment
period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register,
pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide public comment until that
timed public comment period has elapsed.

(B) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public
comment period, but takes public comment separately on each
agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per
agenda item to allow public members the opportunity to provide
public comment, including time for members of the public to
register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized
for the purpose of providing public comment.
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(C) A legislative body that provides a timed general public
comment period that does not correspond to a specific agenda
item shall not close the public comment period or the
opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), until the
timed general public comment period has elapsed.

(7) Any member of the legislative body who participates in a
teleconference meeting from a remote location pursuant to this
section and the specific provision of law that the member relied
upon to permit their participation by teleconferencing shall be listed
in the minutes of the meeting.

(8) The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for
receiving and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable
accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent with the
federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec.
12132), and resolving any doubt in favor of accessibility. In each
instance in which notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise
given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the
legislative body shall also give notice of the procedure for receiving
and resolving requests for accommodation.

(9) The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this
chapter consistent with applicable civil rights and nondiscrimination
laws.

(c) A local agency shall identify and make available to
legislative bodies a list of one or more meeting locations
that may be available for use by the legislative bodies to
conduct their meetings.

(d) (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body
from providing the public with additional teleconference
locations.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body
from providing the public with additional physical
locations in which the public may observe and address
the legislative body by electronic means.

(e) A member of a legislative body who participates in a
teleconference meeting from a remote location pursuant
to this section shall publicly disclose at the meeting
before any action is taken whether any other individuals
18 years of age or older are present in the room at the
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remote location with the member, and the general nature
of the member’s relationship with those individuals.

() The teleconferencing provisions described in Section
54953 and Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive,
are cumulative. A legislative body may elect to use any
teleconferencing provisions that are applicable to a
meeting, regardless of whether any other
teleconferencing provisions would also be applicable to
that meeting.

(9) For purposes of this section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) "Remote location” means a location from which a
member of a legislative body participates in a meeting
pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b), other than
any physical meeting location designated in the notice of
the meeting. Remote locations need not be accessible to
the public.

(2) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative
body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or
video, or both.

(3) "Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online
platform that provides participants with the ability to
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video
conference and a two-way telephonic service. A two-way
audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use
of video for the public participants.

(4) “"Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone
service that does not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and
verbally participate.

(5) "Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast
online or on television, using streaming media technology
to distribute a single content source to many

simultaneous listeners and viewers. (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch.
327, Sec. 8. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)
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54953.8.1.

54953.8.2.

(@) A health authority may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant
to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of
that section.

(b) Nothing in this section or Section 54953.8 shall be construed as
discouraging health authority members from regularly meeting at a
common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from
using teleconference locations within or near the jurisdiction of the

authority.

(c) For purposes of this section, a health authority means any entity
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36,
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any
joint powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting
pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and
any advisory committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed
pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2
of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or
more members. (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 9. (SB 707) Effective January 1,
2026.)

(@) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a teleconference
meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8 during a proclaimed state of
emergency or local emergency, provided that it complies with the
requirements of that section and the teleconferencing is used in either
of the following circumstances:

(1) For the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether
as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

(2) After a determination described in paragraph (1) is made
that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would
present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

(b) If the state of emergency or local emergency remains active, in
order to continue to teleconference pursuant to this section, the
legislative body shall, no later than 45 days after teleconferencing for
the first time pursuant to this section, and every 45 days thereafter,
make the following findings by majority vote:

(1) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of
the state of emergency or local emergency.
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54953.8.3.

(2) The state of emergency or local emergency continues to
directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in
person.

(c) This section shall not be construed to require the legislative body
to provide a physical location from which the public may attend or
comment.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section
54953.8, a legislative body conducting a teleconference meeting
pursuant to this section may elect to use a two-way telephonic service
without a live webcasting of the meeting.

(e) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Local emergency” means a condition of extreme peril to
persons or property proclaimed by the governing body of the
local agency affected, in accordance with Section 8630 of the
California Emergency Services Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with
Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2), as defined in Section
8680.9, or a local health emergency declared pursuant to
Section 101080 of the Health and Safety Code. Local
emergency, as used in this section, refers only to local
emergencies in the boundaries of the territory over which the
local agency exercises jurisdiction.

(2) “State of emergency” means state of emergency proclaimed
pursuant to Section 8625 of the California Emergency Services
Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of
Title 2). (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 10. (SB 707) Effective January 1,
2026.)

(@) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a teleconference
meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8 if, during the teleconference
meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
participates in person from a singular physical location clearly
identified on the agenda, which location shall be open to the public and
situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local
agency exercises jurisdiction, provided that the legislative body
complies with the requirements of Section 54953.8 and all of the
following additional requirements:

(1) A member of the legislative body notifies the legislative body
at the earliest opportunity possible, including at the start of a
regular meeting, of their need to participate remotely for just
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cause, including a general description of the circumstances
relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting.

(2) The member shall participate through both audio and visual
technology.

(3)(A) The provisions of this subdivision shall not serve as a
means for any member of a legislative body to participate in
meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a
remote location for just cause for more than the following
number of meetings, as applicable:

(i) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly
meets once per month or less.

(ii) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body
regularly meets twice per month.

(iii) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body
regularly meets three or more times per month.

(B) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by
teleconference under this paragraph, a "meeting” shall be
defined as any number of meetings of the legislative body of a
local agency that begin on the same calendar day.

(b) The minutes for the meeting shall identify the specific provision in
subdivision.

(c) that each member relied upon to participate remotely. This subdivision
shall not be construed to require the member to disclose any medical
diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information that is otherwise
exempt under existing law, including, but not limited to, the Confidentiality of
Medical Information Act (Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 56) of Part 2.6
of Division 1 of the Civil Code).

(c) For purposes of this section, “just cause” means any of the following:
(1) Childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild,
sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to participate
remotely. “Child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have
the same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2.

(2) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person.
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(3) A need related to a physical or mental condition that is not subject to
subdivision (c) of Section 54953.

(4) Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or
local agency.

(5) An immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling,
spouse, or domestic partner of the member that requires the member to
participate remotely.

(6) A physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from
attending in person.

(7) Military service obligations that result in a member being unable to attend in
person because they are serving under official written orders for active duty, drill,
annual training, or any other duty required as a member of the California
National Guard or a United States Military Reserve organization that requires the
member to be at least 50 miles outside the boundaries of the local agency.

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that
date is repealed. (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 11. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of
January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.8.4.

(@) An eligible neighborhood council may conduct a teleconference meeting
pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of
that section and all of the following have occurred:

(1)

(A) The city council for a city described in paragraph (2) of subdivision
(b) considers whether to adopt a resolution to authorize eligible
neighborhood councils to use teleconferencing as described in this
section at an open and regular meeting.

(B) If the city council adopts a resolution described in subparagraph
(A), an eligible neighborhood council may elect to use teleconferencing
pursuant to this section if a majority of the eligible neighborhood
council votes to do so. The eligible neighborhood council shall notify
the city council if it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant to this
section and its justification for doing so.

(C) Upon receiving notification from an eligible neighborhood
resolution to prohibit the eligible neighborhood council from using
teleconferencing pursuant to this section.
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(2) After completing the requirements of subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(1), an eligible neighborhood council that holds a meeting pursuant to
this subdivision shall do all of the following:

(A) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood
council shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the city
in which the eligible neighborhood council is established.

(B) At least once per year, at least a quorum of the members of the
eligible neighborhood council shall participate in person from a singular
physical location that is open to the public and within the boundaries
of the eligible neighborhood council.

(3) If the meeting is during regular business hours of the offices of the city
council member that represents the area that includes the eligible
neighborhood council, the eligible neighborhood council shall provide a
publicly accessible physical location from which the public may attend
or comment, which shall be the offices of the city council member who
represents the area where the eligible neighborhood council is located,
unless the eligible neighborhood council identifies an alternative
location.

(4) If the meeting is outside regular business hours, the eligible
neighborhood council shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate
any member of the public that requests an accommodation to
participate in the meeting.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Accommodation” means providing a publicly accessible physical
location for the member of the public to participate from, providing
access to technology necessary to participate in the meeting, or
identifying locations or resources available that could provide the
member of the public with an opportunity to participate in the
meeting.

(2) “Eligible neighborhood council” means a neighborhood council that
is an advisory body with the purpose to promote more citizen
participation in government and make government more responsive to
local needs that is established pursuant to the charter of a city with a
population of more than 3,000,000 people that is subject to this
chapter.

(¢) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date
is repealed. (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 12. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of
January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)
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54953.8.5.

(@) An eligible community college student organization may conduct a
teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with
the requirements of that section and all of the following additional requirements:

(1) An eligible community college student organization may only use
teleconferencing as described in Section 54953.8 after all the following have
occurred:

(A) The board of trustees for a community college district considers
whether to adopt a resolution to authorize eligible community college
student organizations to use teleconferencing as described in this
section at an open and regular meeting.

(B) If the board of trustees for a community college district adopts a
resolution described in subparagraph (A), an eligible community
college student organization may elect to use teleconferencing
pursuant to this section if a majority of the eligible community college
student organization votes to do so. The eligible community college
student organization shall notify the board of trustees if it elects to use
teleconferencing pursuant to this section and its justification for doing
SO.

(C) Upon receiving notification from an eligible community college
student organization as described in subparagraph (B), the board of
trustees may adopt a resolution to prohibit the eligible community
college student organization from using teleconferencing pursuant to
this section.

(D) (i) Except as specified in clause (ii), at least a quorum of the
members of the eligible community college student organization shall
participate from a singular physical location that is accessible to the
public and is within the community college district in which the eligible
community college student organization is established.

(ii) The requirements described in clause (i) shall not apply to
the California Online Community College.

(iii) Notwithstanding the requirements of clause (i), a person
may count toward the establishment of a quorum pursuant to
clause (i) regardless of whether the person is participating at
the in-person location of the meeting or remotely if the person
meets any of the following criteria:

(I) The person is under 18 years of age.
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(II) The person is incarcerated.

(IIT) The person is unable to disclose the location that they are
participating from because of either of the following
circumstances:

(ia) The person has been issued a protective court order,
including, but not limited to, a domestic violence
restraining order.

(ib) The person is participating in a program that has to
remain confidential, including, but not limited to, an
independent living program.

(IV) The person provides childcare or caregiving to a child,
parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic
partner that requires them to participate remotely. For purposes
of this subclause, “child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,”
and “sibling” have the same meaning as those terms are defined
in Section 12945.2.

(2) An eligible community college student organization that holds a meeting
by teleconference as described in Section 54953.8 shall do the following, as

applicable:
(A)

(i) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is
during regular business hours of the offices of the board of
trustees of the community college district, the eligible
community college student organization shall provide a publicly
accessible physical location from which the public may attend or
comment, which shall be the offices of the board of trustees of
the community college district, unless the eligible community
college student organization identifies an alternative location.

(ii) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is
outside regular business hours, the eligible community college
student organization shall make reasonable efforts to
accommodate any member of the public that requests an
accommodation to participate in the meeting. For the purposes
of this subparagraph, “accommodation” means providing a
publicly accessible physical location for the member of the public
to participate from, providing access to technology necessary to
participate in the meeting, or identifying locations or resources
available that could provide the member of the public with an
opportunity to participate in the meeting.

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government

Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website

28



(B) The requirements described in subparagraph (A) shall not apply to
the California Online Community College.

(b) For purposes of this section, “eligible community college student organization”
means a student body association organized pursuant to Section 76060 of the
Education Code, or any other student-run community college organization that is
required to comply with the meeting requirements of this chapter, that is in any
community college recognized within the California Community Colleges system and
includes the Student Senate for California Community Colleges.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date

is repealed. (Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 13. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of
January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.8.6.

(@) An eligible subsidiary body may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to
Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of that section
and all of the following additional requirements:

(1) The eligible subsidiary body shall designate one physical meeting location
within the boundaries of the legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary
body where members of the subsidiary body who are not participating remotely
shall be present and members of the public may physically attend, observe, hear,
and participate in the meeting. At least one staff member of the eligible
subsidiary body or the legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body
shall be present at the physical meeting location during the meeting. The eligible
subsidiary body shall post the agenda at the physical meeting location, but need
not post the agenda at a remote location.

(2)(A) A member of the eligible subsidiary body shall visibly appear on camera
during the open portion of a meeting that is publicly accessible via the internet
or other online platform, except if the member has a physical or mental
condition not subject to subdivision (c) of Section 54953 that results in a need
to participate off camera.

(B) The visual appearance of a member of the eligible subsidiary body on
camera may cease only when the appearance would be technologically
infeasible, including, but not limited to, when the member experiences a lack
of reliable broadband or internet connectivity that would be remedied by
joining without video.

(C) If a member of the eligible subsidiary body does not appear on camera
due to challenges with internet connectivity, the member shall announce the
reason for their nonappearance prior to turning off their camera.
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(3) An elected official serving as a member of an eligible subsidiary body in their
official capacity shall not participate in a meeting of the eligible subsidiary body
by teleconferencing pursuant to this section unless the use of teleconferencing
complies with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section
54953.

(4) (A) In order to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section, the legislative
body that established the eligible subsidiary body by charter, ordinance,
resolution, or other formal action shall make the following findings by majority
vote before the eligible subsidiary body uses teleconferencing pursuant to this
section for the first time, and every six months thereafter:

(i) The legislative body has considered the circumstances of the eligible
subsidiary body.

(ii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would enhance
public access to meetings of the eligible subsidiary body, and the public
has been made aware of the type of remote participation, including audio-
visual or telephonic, that will be made available at a regularly scheduled
meeting and has been provided the opportunity to comment at an in-
person meeting of the legislative body authorizing the subsidiary body to
meet entirely remotely.

(iii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would promote
the attraction, retention, and diversity of eligible subsidiary body
members.

(B) (i) An eligible subsidiary body authorized to use teleconferencing pursuant
to this section may request to present any recommendations it develops to
the legislative body that created it.

(ii) Upon receiving a request described in clause (i), the legislative body
that created the subsidiary body shall hold a discussion at a regular
meeting held within 60 days after the legislative body receives the request,
or if the legislative body does not have another regular meeting scheduled
within 60 days after the legislative body receives the request, at the next
regular meeting after the request is received.

(iii) The discussion required by clause (ii) shall not be placed on a consent
calendar, but may be combined with the legislative body’s subsequent
consideration of the findings described in subparagraph (A) for the
following 12 months.

(iv) The legislative body shall not take any action on any recommendations
included in the report of a subsidiary body until the next regular meeting of
the legislative body following the discussion described in clause (ii).
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(C) After the legislative body makes the findings described in subparagraph
(A), the eligible subsidiary body shall approve the use of teleconferencing by
majority vote before using teleconference pursuant to this section.

(D) The legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body may elect to
prohibit the eligible subsidiary body from using teleconferencing pursuant to
this section at any time.

(b) (1) For purposes of this section, “eligible subsidiary body” means a legislative
body that meets all of the following:

(A) Is described in subdivision (b) of Section 54952.
(B) Serves exclusively in an advisory capacity.

(C) Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, regulations, contracts,
licenses, permits, or any other entitlements, grants, or allocations of funds.

(D) Does not have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the
charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal action of the legislative body
that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, budgets, police
oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials available
in public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals.

(2) An eligible subsidiary body may include members who are elected officials,
members who are not elected officials, or any combination thereof.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date

is repealed.
(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 14. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its
own provisions.)

54953.8.7.

(@) An eligible multijurisdictional body may conduct a teleconference meeting
pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of
that section and all of the following additional requirements:

(1) The eligible multijurisdictional body has adopted a resolution that authorizes
the eligible multijurisdictional body to use teleconferencing pursuant to this
section at a regular meeting in open session.

(2) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall
participate from one or more physical locations that are open to the public and
within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises
jurisdiction.
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(3) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who receives compensation
for their service on the eligible multijurisdictional body shall participate from a
physical location that is open to the public. For purposes of this paragraph,
“compensation” does not include reimbursement for actual and necessary
expenses.

(4) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body may participate from a
remote location provided that:

(A) The eligible multijurisdictional body identifies each member of the eligible
multijurisdictional body who plans to participate remotely in the agenda.

(B) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology.

(5) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall not participate in a
meeting remotely pursuant to this section, unless the location from which the
member participates is more than 20 miles each way from any physical location
of the meeting described in paragraph (2).

(6) The provisions of this section shall not serve as a means for any member of a
legislative body to participate in meetings of the legislative body solely by
teleconference from a remote location for more than the following number of
meetings, as applicable:

(A) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per
month or less.

(B) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per
month.

(C) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three or
more times per month.

(D) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference under
this paragraph, a "meeting” shall be defined as any number of meetings of the
legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same calendar day.

(b) For the purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply:
(1) “Eligible multijurisdictional body” means a multijurisdictional board,
commission, or advisory body of a multijurisdictional, cross-county agency,
the membership of which board, commission, or advisory body is appointed,
and the board, commission, or advisory body is otherwise subject to this
chapter.

(2) “Multijurisdictional” means either of the following:
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(A) A legislative body that includes representatives from more than one
county, city, city and county, or special district.

(B) A legislative body of a joint powers entity formed pursuant to an
agreement entered into in accordance with Article 1 (commencing with
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date

is repealed.
(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 15. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its
own provisions.)

54954.

(@) Each legislative body of a local agency, except for advisory committees or
standing committees, shall provide, by ordinance, resolution, bylaws, or by
whatever other rule is required for the conduct of business by that body, the time
and place for holding regular meetings. Meetings of advisory committees or
standing committees, for which an agenda is posted at least 72 hours in advance of
the meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54954.2, shall be considered for
purposes of this chapter as regular meetings of the legislative body.

(b) Regular and special meetings of the legislative body shall be held within the
boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except
to do any of the following:

(1) Comply with state or federal law or court order, or attend a judicial or
administrative proceeding to which the local agency is a party.

(2) Inspect real or personal property which cannot be conveniently brought within
the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction
provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the
real or personal property.

(3) Participate in meetings or discussions of multiagency significance that are
outside the boundaries of a local agency’s jurisdiction. However, any meeting or
discussion held pursuant to this subdivision shall take place within the jurisdiction
of one of the participating local agencies and be noticed by all participating
agencies as provided for in this chapter.

(4) Meet in the closest meeting facility if the local agency has no meeting facility
within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises
jurisdiction, or at the principal office of the local agency if that office is located
outside the territory over which the agency exercises jurisdiction.
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(5) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction with elected or appointed officials of
the United States or the State of California when a local meeting would be
impractical, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory issue affecting the local
agency and over which the federal or state officials have jurisdiction.

(6) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction if the meeting takes place in or
nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the topic of the meeting is
limited to items directly related to the facility.

(7) Visit the office of the local agency’s legal counsel for a closed session on
pending litigation held pursuant to Section 54956.9, when to do so would reduce
legal fees or costs.

(c) Meetings of the governing board of a school district shall be held within the
district, except under the circumstances enumerated in subdivision (b), or to do any
of the following:

(1) Attend a conference on nonadversarial collective bargaining techniques.

(2) Interview members of the public residing in another district with reference to
the trustees’ potential employment of an applicant for the position of the
superintendent of the district.

(3) Interview a potential employee from another district.

(d) Meetings of a joint powers authority shall occur within the territory of at least
one of its member agencies, or as provided in subdivision (b). However, a joint
powers authority which has members throughout the state may meet at any facility
in the state which complies with the requirements of Section 54961.

(e) If, by reason of fire, flood, earthquake, or other emergency, it shall be unsafe to
meet in the place designated, the meetings shall be held for the duration of the
emergency at the place designated by the presiding officer of the legislative body or
his or her designee in a notice to the local media that have requested notice
pursuant to Section 54956, by the most rapid means of communication available at
the time. (Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 257, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2005.)
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54954.1.

Any person may request that a copy of the agenda, or a copy of all the documents
constituting the agenda packet, of any meeting of a legislative body be mailed to
that person. If a local agency has an internet website, the legislative body or its
designee shall email a copy of, or website link to, the agenda or a copy of all the
documents constituting the agenda packet if the person requests that the item or
items be delivered by email. If the local agency determines it is technologically
infeasible to send a copy of all documents constituting the agenda packet or a link
to a website that contains the documents by email or by other electronic means,
the legislative body or its designee shall send by mail a copy of the agenda or a
website link to the agenda and mail a copy of all other documents constituting the
agenda packet in accordance with the mailing requirements established pursuant to
this section. If requested, the agenda and documents in the agenda packet shall be
made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as
required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation
thereof. Upon receipt of the written request, the legislative body or its designee
shall cause the requested materials to be mailed at the time the agenda is posted
pursuant to Section 54954.2 and 54956 or upon distribution to all, or a majority of
all, of the members of a legislative body, whichever occurs first. Any request for
mailed copies of agendas or agenda packets shall be valid for the calendar year in
which it is filed, and must be renewed following January 1 of each year. The
legislative body may establish a fee for mailing the agenda or agenda packet, which
fee shall not exceed the cost of providing the service. Failure of the requesting
person to receive the agenda or agenda packet pursuant to this section shall not
constitute grounds for invalidation of the actions of the legislative body taken at the

meeting for which the agenda or agenda packet was not received.
(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 763, Sec. 1. (SB 274) Effective January 1, 2022.)

54954.2.

(@) (1) At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the legislative body of the local
agency, or its designee, shall post an agenda that meets all of the following
requirements:

(A) The agenda shall contain a brief general description of each item of
business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting, including items to be
discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item generally
need not exceed 20 words.

(B) The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting and
shall be posted in a location that is freely accessible to members of the public
and on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has one.

(C) (i) If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate
alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of
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the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the
federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

(ii) The agenda shall include information regarding how, to whom, and
when a request for disability-related modification or accommodation,
including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to
participate in the public meeting.

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative body of
a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political
subdivision established by the state that has an internet website, the following
provisions shall apply:

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary internet
website home page of a city, county, city and county, special district, school
district, or political subdivision established by the state that is accessible
through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the
agenda shall not be in a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the
direct link to the agenda may be accessible through a contextual menu.

(B) An online posting of an agenda, including, but not limited to, an agenda
posted in an integrated agenda management platform, shall be posted in an
open format that meets all of the following requirements:

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable by
commonly used internet search applications.

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable.

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that
would impede the reuse or redistribution of the agenda.

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school
district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an internet
website and an integrated agenda management platform shall not be required
to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met:

(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be
posted on the primary internet website home page of a city, county, city
and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision
established by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda
management platform shall not be in a contextual menu. When a person
clicks on the direct link to the integrated agenda management platform,
the direct link shall take the person directly to an internet website with the
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agendas of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special
district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state.

(ii) The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior
agendas of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special
district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state for
all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019.

(iii) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established
by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the integrated
agenda management platform.

(iv) All agendas posted in the integrated agenda management platform
shall comply with the requirements in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of
subparagraph (B).

(D) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political subdivision of
a local agency that was established by the legislative body of the city, county,
city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision
established by the state.

(E) For purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions apply:

(1) “Integrated agenda management platform” means an internet
website of a city, county, city and county, special district, school
district, or political subdivision established by the state dedicated to
providing the entirety of the agenda information for the legislative
body of the city, county, city and county, special district, school
district, or political subdivision established by the state to the public.

(2) “Legislative body” means a legislative body that meets the
definition of subdivision (a) of Section 54952.

(3) No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not
appearing on the posted agenda, except that members of a legislative
body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions
posed by persons exercising their public testimony rights under
Section 54954.3. In addition, on their own initiative or in response to
questions posed by the public, a member of a legislative body or its
staff may ask a question for clarification, make a brief announcement,
or make a brief report on their own activities. Furthermore, a member
of a legislative body, or the body itself, subject to rules or procedures
of the legislative body, may provide a reference to staff or other
resources for factual information, request staff to report back to the
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body at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take action
to direct staff to place a matter of business on a future agenda.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action on items
of business not appearing on the posted agenda under any of the conditions stated
below. Prior to discussing any item pursuant to this subdivision, the legislative body
shall publicly identify the item.

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that an
emergency situation exists, as defined in Section 54956.5.

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative
body present at the meeting, or, if less than two-thirds of the members are
present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that there is a need to
take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of the
local agency subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified in subdivision

(a).

(3) The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting of the
legislative body occurring not more than five calendar days prior to the date
action is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item was continued to
the meeting at which action is being taken.

(c) This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the scope of
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California
Constitution.

(d) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on
the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has one, shall only apply to a
legislative body that meets either of the following standards:

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section
54952.

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section
54952, if the members of the legislative body are compensated for their
appearance, and if one or more of the members of the legislative body are
also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a)
of Section 54952. (Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 131, Sec. 92) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327,
Sec. 16. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54954.3.

(a) (1) Every agenda for regular meetings shall provide an opportunity for
members of the public to directly address the legislative body on any item of
interest to the public, before or during the legislative body’s consideration of
the item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body,

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§

54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website

38



(b)

provided that no action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the
agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by subdivision (b) of
Section 54954.2.

(2)  (A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the agenda need not provide an
opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body on any
item that has already been considered by a committee, composed exclusively
of members of the legislative body, at a public meeting wherein all interested
members of the public were afforded the opportunity to address the
committee on the item, before or during the committee’s consideration of the
item.

(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if any of the following conditions
are met:

(i) The item has been substantially changed since the committee
heard the item, as determined by the legislative body.

(ii) When considering the item, a quorum of the committee
members did not participate from a singular physical location,
that was clearly identified on the agenda, open to the public,
and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which
the local agency exercises jurisdiction.

(iii) The committee has primary subject matter jurisdiction, as
defined by the charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal
action of the legislative body that created the subsidiary body,
that focuses on elections, budgets, police oversight, privacy,
removing from, or restricting access to, materials available in
public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals. This
clause shall not apply to an item if the local agency has adopted
a law applicable to the meeting of the committee at which the
item that was considered prohibits the committee from placing a
limit on the total amount of time for public comment on the
item.

(3) Every notice for a special meeting shall provide an opportunity for
members of the public to directly address the legislative body concerning any
item that has been described in the notice for the meeting before or during
consideration of that item.

(1) The legislative body of a local agency may adopt reasonable regulations
to ensure that the intent of subdivision (a) is carried out, including, but not
limited to, regulations limiting the total amount of time allocated for public

testimony on particular issues and for each individual speaker.
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(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), when the legislative body of a local
agency limits time for public comment, the legislative body of a local agency
shall provide at least twice the allotted time to a member of the public who
utilizes a translator to ensure that non-English speakers receive the same
opportunity to directly address the legislative body of a local agency.

(3) Paragraph (2) shall not apply if the legislative body of a local agency
utilizes simultaneous translation equipment in a manner that allows the

legislative body of a local agency to hear the translated public testimony
simultaneously.

(c) The legislative body of a local agency shall not prohibit public criticism of the
policies, procedures, programs, or services of the agency, or of the acts or
omissions of the legislative body. Nothing in this subdivision shall confer any
privilege or protection for expression beyond that otherwise provided by law.
(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 17. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54954.4.

(@) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that Section 12 of Chapter 641 of the
Statutes of 1986, authorizing reimbursement to local agencies and school districts
for costs mandated by the state pursuant to that act, shall be interpreted strictly.
The intent of the Legislature is to provide reimbursement for only those costs which
are clearly and unequivocally incurred as the direct and necessary result of
compliance with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986.

(b) In this regard, the Legislature directs all state employees and officials involved
in reviewing or authorizing claims for reimbursement, or otherwise participating in
the reimbursement process, to rigorously review each claim and authorize only
those claims, or parts thereof, which represent costs which are clearly and
unequivocally incurred as the direct and necessary result of compliance with
Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 and for which complete documentation exists.
For purposes of Section 54954.2, costs eligible for reimbursement shall only include
the actual cost to post a single agenda for any one meeting.

(c) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that complete, faithful, and
uninterrupted compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing
with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code) is a
matter of overriding public importance. Unless specifically stated, no future Budget
Act, or related budget enactments, shall, in any manner, be interpreted to suspend,
eliminate, or otherwise modify the legal obligation and duty of local agencies to
fully comply with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 in a complete, faithful, and
uninterrupted manner. (Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 238, Sec. 1.)
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54954.5.

For purposes of describing closed session items pursuant to Section 54954.2, the
agenda may describe closed sessions as provided below. No legislative body or
elected official shall be in violation of Section 54954.2 or 54956 if the closed
session items were described in substantial compliance with this section.
Substantial compliance is satisfied by including the information provided below,
irrespective of its format.

(a) With respect to a closed session held pursuant to Section 54956.7:
LICENSE/PERMIT DETERMINATION
Applicant(s): (Specify number of applicants)

(b) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54956.8:

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS

Property: (Specify street address, or if no street address, the parcel number
or other unique reference, of the real property under negotiation)

Agency negotiator: (Specify names of negotiators attending the closed
session) (If circumstances necessitate the absence of a specified negotiator,
an agent or designee may participate in place of the absent negotiator so
long as the name of the agent or designee is announced at an open session
held prior to the closed session.)

Negotiating parties: (Specify name of party (not agent))

Under negotiation: (Specify whether instruction to negotiator will concern
price, terms of payment, or both)

(c) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54956.9:

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—EXISTING LITIGATION

(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9)

Name of case: (Specify by reference to claimant’s name, names of parties,
case or claim numbers)

or

Case name unspecified: (Specify whether disclosure would jeopardize service
of process or existing settlement negotiations)

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) or (3) of
subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: (Specify number of potential cases)

(In addition to the information noticed above, the agency may be required to
provide additional information on the agenda or in an oral statement prior to
the closed session pursuant to paragraphs (2) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision
(e) of Section 54956.9.)

Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of Section
54956.9: (Specify humber of potential cases)
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(d) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54956.95:

LIABILITY CLAIMS

Claimant: (Specify name unless unspecified pursuant to Section 54961)
Agency claimed against: (Specify name)

(e) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54957:

THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES

Consultation with: (Specify name of law enforcement agency and title of
officer, or name of applicable agency representative and title)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Title: (Specify position title of employee being reviewed)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed session to
consider discipline, dismissal, or release of a public employee. Discipline
includes potential reduction of compensation.)

(f) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54957.6:

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS

Agency designated representatives: (Specify names of designated
representatives attending the closed session) (If circumstances necessitate
the absence of a specified designated representative, an agent or designee
may participate in place of the absent representative so long as the name of
the agent or designee is announced at an open session held prior to the
closed session.)

Employee organization: (Specify name of organization representing employee
or employees in question)

or

Unrepresented employee: (Specify position title of unrepresented employee
who is the subject of the negotiations)

(g) With respect to closed sessions called pursuant to Section 54957.8:
CASE REVIEW/PLANNING

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed session to
consider case review or planning.)

(h) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code
or Sections 37606 and 37624.3 of the Government Code:

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website

42



REPORT INVOLVING TRADE SECRET

Discussion will concern: (Specify whether discussion will concern proposed
new service, program, or facility)

Estimated date of public disclosure: (Specify month and year)

HEARINGS

Subject matter: (Specify whether testimony/deliberation will concern staff
privileges, report of medical audit committee, or report of quality assurance
committee)

(i) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54956.86:

CHARGE OR COMPLAINT INVOLVING INFORMATION PROTECTED BY FEDERAL
LAW

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed session to
discuss a charge or complaint pursuant to Section 54956.86.)

(j) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54956.96:

CONFERENCE INVOLVING A JOINT POWERS AGENCY (Specify by name)
Discussion will concern: (Specify closed session description used by the joint
powers agency)

Name of local agency representative on joint powers agency board: (Specify
name)

(Additional information listing the names of agencies or titles of
representatives attending the closed session as consultants or other
representatives.)

(k) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session
pursuant to Section 54956.75:
AUDIT BY CALIFORNIA STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 759, Sec. 6.1. (AB 2690) Effective January 1, 2013.)

54954.6.

(a) (1) Before adopting any new or increased general tax or any new or increased
assessment, the legislative body of a local agency shall conduct at least one public
meeting at which local officials shall allow public testimony regarding the proposed
new or increased general tax or new or increased assessment in addition to the
noticed public hearing at which the legislative body proposes to enact or increase
the general tax or assessment.

For purposes of this section, the term “new or increased assessment” does not
include any of the following:
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(A) A fee that does not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the services,
facilities, or regulatory activity for which the fee is charged.

(B) A service charge, rate, or charge, unless a special district’s principal act
requires the service charge, rate, or charge to conform to the requirements of
this section.

(C) An ongoing annual assessment if it is imposed at the same or lower
amount as any previous year.

(D) An assessment that does not exceed an assessment formula or range of
assessments previously specified in the notice given to the public pursuant to
subparagraph (G) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) and that was previously
adopted by the agency or approved by the voters in the area where the
assessment is imposed.

(E) Standby or immediate availability charges.

(2) The legislative body shall provide at least 45 days’ public notice of the public
hearing at which the legislative body proposes to enact or increase the general
tax or assessment. The legislative body shall provide notice for the public
meeting at the same time and in the same document as the notice for the public
hearing, but the meeting shall occur prior to the hearing.

(b)(1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hearing required
by subdivision (a) with respect to a proposal for a new or increased general tax
shall be accomplished by placing a display advertisement of at least one-eighth
page in a newspaper of general circulation for three weeks pursuant to Section
6063 and by a first-class mailing to those interested parties who have filed a
written request with the local agency for mailed notice of public meetings or
hearings on new or increased general taxes. The public meeting pursuant to
subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 10 days after the first publication of
the joint notice pursuant to this subdivision. The public hearing shall take place no
earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant to this subdivision.
Notwithstanding paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), the joint notice need not include
notice of the public meeting after the meeting has taken place. The public hearing
pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 45 days after the first
publication of the joint notice pursuant to this subdivision. Any written request for
mailed notices shall be effective for one year from the date on which it is filed
unless a renewal request is filed. Renewal requests for mailed notices shall be filed
on or before April 1 of each year. The legislative body may establish a reasonable
annual charge for sending notices based on the estimated cost of providing the
service.

(2) The notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall include, but not
be limited to, the following:
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(A) The amount or rate of the tax. If the tax is proposed to be increased from
any previous year, the joint notice shall separately state both the existing tax
rate and the proposed tax rate increase.

(B) The activity to be taxed.
(C) The estimated amount of revenue to be raised by the tax annually.
(D) The method and frequency for collecting the tax.

(E) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing
described in subdivision (a).

(F) The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or organization
that interested persons may contact to receive additional information about
the tax.

(c) (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hearing required
by subdivision (a) with respect to a proposal for a new or increased assessment on
real property or businesses shall be accomplished through a mailing, postage
prepaid, in the United States mail and shall be deemed given when so deposited.
The public meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 10
days after the joint mailing pursuant to this subdivision. The public hearing shall
take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant to this
subdivision. The envelope or the cover of the mailing shall include the name of the
local agency and the return address of the sender. This mailed notice shall be in at
least 10-point type and shall be given to all property owners or business owners
proposed to be subject to the new or increased assessment by a mailing by name
to those persons whose names and addresses appear on the last equalized county
assessment roll, the State Board of Equalization assessment roll, or the local
agency'’s records pertaining to business ownership, as the case may be.

(2) The joint notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall include,
but not be limited to, the following:

(A) In the case of an assessment proposed to be levied on property, the
estimated amount of the assessment per parcel. In the case of an assessment
proposed to be levied on businesses, the proposed method and basis of
levying the assessment in sufficient detail to allow each business owner to
calculate the amount of assessment to be levied against each business. If the
assessment is proposed to be increased from any previous year, the joint
notice shall separately state both the amount of the existing assessment and
the proposed assessment increase.

(B) A general description of the purpose or improvements that the assessment
will fund.
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(C) The address to which property owners may mail a protest against the
assessment.

(D) The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or organization
that interested persons may contact to receive additional information about
the assessment.

(E) A statement that a majority protest will cause the assessment to be
abandoned if the assessment act used to levy the assessment so provides.
Notice shall also state the percentage of protests required to trigger an
election, if applicable.

(F) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing
described in subdivision (a).

(G) A proposed assessment formula or range as described in subparagraph
(D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) if applicable and that is noticed
pursuant to this section.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment that is proposed
exclusively for operation and maintenance expenses imposed throughout the
entire local agency, or exclusively for operation and maintenance assessments
proposed to be levied on 50,000 parcels or more, notice may be provided
pursuant to this subdivision or pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) and
shall include the estimated amount of the assessment of various types, amounts,
or uses of property and the information required by subparagraphs (B) to (G),
inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c).

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment proposed to be
levied pursuant to Part 2 (commencing with Section 22500) of Division 2 of the
Streets and Highways Code by a regional park district, regional park and open-
space district, or regional open-space district formed pursuant to Article 3
(commencing with Section 5500) of Chapter 3 of Division 5 of, or pursuant to
Division 26 (commencing with Section 35100) of, the Public Resources Code,
notice may be provided pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(d) The notice requirements imposed by this section shall be construed as
additional to, and not to supersede, existing provisions of law, and shall be applied
concurrently with the existing provisions so as to not delay or prolong the
governmental decisionmaking process.

(e) This section shall not apply to any new or increased general tax or any new or
increased assessment that requires an election of either of the following:

(1) The property owners subject to the assessment.

(2) The voters within the local agency imposing the tax or assessment.
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(f) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from holding a consolidated
meeting or hearing at which the legislative body discusses multiple tax or
assessment proposals.

(g) The local agency may recover the reasonable costs of public meetings, public
hearings, and notice required by this section from the proceeds of the tax or
assessment. The costs recovered for these purposes, whether recovered pursuant
to this subdivision or any other provision of law, shall not exceed the reasonable
costs of the public meetings, public hearings, and notice.

(h) Any new or increased assessment that is subject to the notice and hearing
provisions of Article XIII C or XIII D of the California Constitution is not subject to

the notice and hearing requirements of this section.
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 382, Sec. 3.5. (SB 194) Effective January 1, 2012.)

54955.

The legislative body of a local agency may adjourn any regular, adjourned regular,
special or adjourned special meeting to a time and place specified in the order of
adjournment. Less than a quorum may so adjourn from time to time. If all
members are absent from any regular or adjourned regular meeting the clerk or
secretary of the legislative body may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated
time and place and he shall cause a written notice of the adjournment to be given
in the same manner as provided in Section 54956 for special meetings, unless such
notice is waived as provided for special meetings. A copy of the order or notice of
adjournment shall be conspicuously posted on or near the door of the place where
the regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned special meeting was held
within 24 hours after the time of the adjournment. When a regular or adjourned
regular meeting is adjourned as provided in this section, the resulting adjourned
regular meeting is a regular meeting for all purposes. When an order of
adjournment of any meeting fails to state the hour at which the adjourned meeting
is to be held, it shall be held at the hour specified for regular meetings by
ordinance, resolution, bylaw, or other rule.

(Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 647.)

54955.1.

Any hearing being held, or noticed or ordered to be held, by a legislative body of a
local agency at any meeting may by order or notice of continuance be continued or
recontinued to any subsequent meeting of the legislative body in the same manner
and to the same extent set forth in Section 54955 for the adjournment of meetings;
provided, that if the hearing is continued to a time less than 24 hours after the time
specified in the order or notice of hearing, a copy of the order or notice of
continuance of hearing shall be posted immediately following the meeting at which
the order or declaration of continuance was adopted or made.

(Added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 469.)
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54956.
(a)

(b)

(1) A special meeting may be called at any time by the presiding officer of
the legislative body of a local agency, or by a majority of the members of the
legislative body, by delivering written notice to each member of the
legislative body and to each local newspaper of general circulation and radio
or television station requesting notice in writing and posting a notice on the
local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has one. The notice shall
be delivered personally or by any other means and shall be received at least
24 hours before the time of the meeting as specified in the notice. The call
and notice shall specify the time and place of the special meeting and the
business to be transacted or discussed. No other business shall be considered
at these meetings by the legislative body. The written notice may be
dispensed with as to any member who at or prior to the time the meeting
convenes files with the clerk or secretary of the legislative body a written
waiver of notice. The waiver may be given by telephone or electronic mail.
The written notice may also be dispensed with as to any member who is
actually present at the meeting at the time it convenes.

(2) The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the special
meeting in a location that is freely accessible to members of the public.

Notwithstanding any other law, a legislative body shall not call a special
meeting regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the
form of fringe benefits, of the legislative body or of a local agency executive,
as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1. However, this subdivision
does not apply to a local agency calling a special meeting to discuss the local
agency'’s budget.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 18. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54956.5.
(@) For purposes of this section, “emergency situation” means both of the following:

(b)

(1) An emergency, which shall be defined as a work stoppage, crippling
activity, or other activity that severely impairs public health, safety, or both,
as determined by a majority of the members of the legislative body.

(2) A dire emergency, which shall be defined as a crippling disaster, mass
destruction, terrorist act, or threatened terrorist activity that poses peril so
immediate and significant that requiring a legislative body to provide one-
hour notice before holding an emergency meeting under this section may
endanger the public health, safety, or both, as determined by a majority of
the members of the legislative body.

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of an emergency situation involving
matters upon which prompt action is necessary due to the disruption or
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()

threatened disruption of public facilities, a legislative body may hold an
emergency meeting without complying with either the 24-hour notice
requirement or the 24-hour posting requirement of Section 54956 or both of
the notice and posting requirements.

(2) Each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television station
that has requested notice of special meetings pursuant to Section 54956
shall be notified by the presiding officer of the legislative body, or designee
thereof, one hour prior to the emergency meeting, or, in the case of a dire
emergency, at or near the time that the presiding officer or designee notifies
the members of the legislative body of the emergency meeting.

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the notice required by this
paragraph shall be given by telephone and all telephone numbers
provided in the most recent request of a newspaper or station for
notification of special meetings shall be exhausted. In the event that
telephone services are not functioning, the notice requirements of this
paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the legislative body, or
designee of the legislative body, shall notify those newspapers, radio
stations, or television stations of the fact of the holding of the
emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken
at the meeting as soon after the meeting as possible.

(B) For an emergency meeting held pursuant to this section, the
presiding officer of the legislative body, or designhee thereof, may send
the notifications required by this paragraph by email instead of by
telephone, as provided in subparagraph (A), to all local newspapers of
general circulation, and radio or television stations, that have
requested those notifications by email, and all email addresses
provided by representatives of those newspapers or stations shall be
exhausted. In the event that internet services and telephone services
are not functioning, the notice requirements of this paragraph shall be
deemed waived, and the legislative body, or designee of the legislative
body, shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television
stations of the fact of the holding of the emergency meeting, the
purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at the meeting as soon
after the meeting as possible.

During a meeting held pursuant to this section, the legislative body may
meet in closed session pursuant to Section 54957 if agreed to by a two-thirds
vote of the members of the legislative body present, or, if less than two-
thirds of the members are present, by a unanimous vote of the members
present.
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(d)  All special meeting requirements, as prescribed in Section 54956 shall be
applicable to a meeting called pursuant to this section, with the exception of
the 24-hour notice requirement.

(e) The minutes of a meeting called pursuant to this section, a list of persons
who the presiding officer of the legislative body, or designee of the legislative
body, notified or attempted to notify, a copy of the rollcall vote, and any
actions taken at the meeting shall be posted for a minimum of 10 days in a
public place as soon after the meeting as possible. (Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327,
Sec. 19. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54956.6.

No fees may be charged by the legislative body of a local agency for carrying out
any provision of this chapter, except as specifically authorized by this chapter.
(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1284.)

54956.7.

Whenever a legislative body of a local agency determines that it is necessary to
discuss and determine whether an applicant for a license or license renewal, who
has a criminal record, is sufficiently rehabilitated to obtain the license, the
legislative body may hold a closed session with the applicant and the applicant’s
attorney, if any, for the purpose of holding the discussion and making the
determination. If the legislative body determines, as a result of the closed session,
that the issuance or renewal of the license should be denied, the applicant shall be
offered the opportunity to withdraw the application. If the applicant withdraws the
application, no record shall be kept of the discussions or decisions made at the
closed session and all matters relating to the closed session shall be confidential. If
the applicant does not withdraw the application, the legislative body shall take
action at the public meeting during which the closed session is held or at its next
public meeting denying the application for the license but all matters relating to the
closed session are confidential and shall not be disclosed without the consent of the
applicant, except in an action by an applicant who has been denied a license
challenging the denial of the license.

(Added by Stats. 1982, Ch. 298, Sec. 1.)

54956.75.

(a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative
body of a local agency that has received a confidential final draft audit report
from the Bureau of State Audits from holding closed sessions to discuss its
response to that report.

(b)  After the public release of an audit report by the Bureau of State Audits, if a
legislative body of a local agency meets to discuss the audit report, it shall do
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SO in an open session unless exempted from that requirement by some other
provision of law.
(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 576, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 2005.)

54956.8.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local
agency may hold a closed session with its negotiator prior to the purchase, sale,
exchange, or lease of real property by or for the local agency to grant authority to
its negotiator regarding the price and terms of payment for the purchase, sale,
exchange, or lease.

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall
hold an open and public session in which it identifies its negotiators, the real
property or real properties which the negotiations may concern, and the person or
persons with whom its negotiators may negotiate.

For purposes of this section, negotiators may be members of the legislative body of
the local agency.

For purposes of this section, “lease” includes renewal or renegotiation of a lease.
Nothing in this section shall preclude a local agency from holding a closed session
for discussions regarding eminent domain proceedings pursuant to Section
54956.9. (Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 260, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1999.)

54956.81.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local
agency that invests pension funds may hold a closed session to consider the
purchase or sale of particular, specific pension fund investments. All investment
transaction decisions made during the closed session shall be made by rollcall vote
entered into the minutes of the closed session as provided in subdivision (a) of
Section 54957.2. (Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 533, Sec. 20. Effective January 1, 2005.)

54956.86.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local
agency which provides services pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code may hold a closed session to hear a charge or complaint from a
member enrolled in its health plan if the member does not wish to have his or her
name, medical status, or other information that is protected by federal law publicly
disclosed. Prior to holding a closed session pursuant to this section, the legislative
body shall inform the member, in writing, of his or her right to have the charge or

complaint heard in an open session rather than a closed session. (Added by Stats. 1996,
Ch. 182, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1997.)
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54956.87.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the records of a health
plan that is licensed pursuant to the Knox-Keene Health Care Service Plan
Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of
the Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a county board of
supervisors, whether paper records, records maintained in the management
information system, or records in any other form, that relate to provider rate
or payment determinations, allocation or distribution methodologies for
provider payments, formulas or calculations for these payments, and
contract negotiations with providers of health care for alternative rates are
exempt from disclosure for a period of three years after the contract is fully
executed. The transmission of the records, or the information contained
therein in an alternative form, to the board of supervisors shall not constitute
a waiver of exemption from disclosure, and the records and information once
transmitted to the board of supervisors shall be subject to this same
exemption.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a health
plan that is licensed pursuant to the Knox-Keene Health Care Service Plan
Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of
the Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a county board of
supervisors may order that a meeting held solely for the purpose of
discussion or taking action on health plan trade secrets, as defined in
subdivision (f), shall be held in closed session. The requirements of making a
public report of action taken in closed session, and the vote or abstention of
every member present, may be limited to a brief general description without
the information constituting the trade secret.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a health
plan may meet in closed session to consider and take action on matters
pertaining to contracts and contract negotiations by the health plan with
providers of health care services concerning all matters related to rates of
payment. The governing board may delete the portion or portions containing
trade secrets from any documents that were finally approved in the closed
session held pursuant to subdivision (b) that are provided to persons who
have made the timely or standing request.

Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the governing board
from meeting in closed session as otherwise provided by law.

The provisions of this section shall not prevent access to any records by the
Joint Legislative Audit Committee in the exercise of its powers pursuant to
Article 1 (commencing with Section 10500) of Chapter 4 of Part 2 of Division
2 of Title 2. The provisions of this section also shall not prevent access to any
records by the Department of Managed Health Care in the exercise of its
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(f)

powers pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 1340) of Chapter 2.2
of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code.

For purposes of this section, “health plan trade secret” means a trade secret,
as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3426.1 of the Civil Code, that also
meets both of the following criteria:

(1) The secrecy of the information is necessary for the health plan to
initiate a new service, program, marketing strategy, business plan, or
technology, or to add a benefit or product.

(2) Premature disclosure of the trade secret would create a substantial
probability of depriving the health plan of a substantial economic
benefit or opportunity.

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 190, Sec. 65. (AB 1517) Effective January 1, 2016.)

54956.9.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a legislative body of a
local agency, based on advice of its legal counsel, from holding a closed
session to confer with, or receive advice from, its legal counsel regarding
pending litigation when discussion in open session concerning those matters
would prejudice the position of the local agency in the litigation.

For purposes of this chapter, all expressions of the lawyer-client privilege
other than those provided in this section are hereby abrogated. This section
is the exclusive expression of the lawyer-client privilege for purposes of
conducting closed-session meetings pursuant to this chapter.

For purposes of this section, “litigation” includes any adjudicatory
proceeding, including eminent domain, before a court, administrative body
exercising its adjudicatory authority, hearing officer, or arbitrator.

For purposes of this section, litigation shall be considered pending when any
of the following circumstances exist:

(1) Litigation, to which the local agency is a party, has been initiated
formally.

(2) A point has been reached where, in the opinion of the legislative
body of the local agency on the advice of its legal counsel, based on
existing facts and circumstances, there is a significant exposure to
litigation against the local agency.
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(3) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of
the local agency is meeting only to decide whether a closed session is
authorized pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of
the local agency has decided to initiate or is deciding whether to
initiate litigation.

(e) For purposes of paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (d), “existing facts and
circumstances” shall consist only of one of the following:

(1) Facts and circumstances that might result in litigation against the
local agency but which the local agency believes are not yet known to
a potential plaintiff or plaintiffs, which facts and circumstances need
not be disclosed.

(2) Facts and circumstances, including, but not limited to, an accident,
disaster, incident, or transactional occurrence that might result in
litigation against the agency and that are known to a potential plaintiff
or plaintiffs, which facts or circumstances shall be publicly stated on
the agenda or announced.

(3) The receipt of a claim pursuant to the Government Claims Act
(Division 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) of Title 1 of the
Government Code) or some other written communication from a
potential plaintiff threatening litigation, which claim or communication
shall be available for public inspection pursuant to Section 54957.5.

(4) A statement made by a person in an open and public meeting
threatening litigation on a specific matter within the responsibility of
the legislative body.

(5) A statement threatening litigation made by a person outside an
open and public meeting on a specific matter within the responsibility
of the legislative body so long as the official or employee of the local
agency receiving knowledge of the threat makes a contemporaneous
or other record of the statement prior to the meeting, which record
shall be available for public inspection pursuant to Section 54957.5.
The records so created need not identify the alleged victim of unlawful
or tortious sexual conduct or anyone making the threat on their behalf,
or identify a public employee who is the alleged perpetrator of any
unlawful or tortious conduct upon which a threat of litigation is based,
unless the identity of the person has been publicly disclosed.
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(f)

(9)

(h)

Nothing in this section shall require disclosure of written communications that
are privileged and not subject to disclosure pursuant to the California Public
Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1).

Prior to holding a closed session pursuant to this section, the legislative body
of the local agency shall state on the agenda or publicly announce the
paragraph of subdivision (d) that authorizes the closed session. If the session
is closed pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (d), the body shall state
the title of or otherwise specifically identify the litigation to be discussed,
unless the body states that to do so would jeopardize the agency’s ability to
effectuate service of process upon one or more unserved parties, or that to
do so would jeopardize its ability to conclude existing settlement negotiations
to its advantage.

A local agency shall be considered to be a “party” or to have a “significant
exposure to litigation” if an officer or employee of the local agency is a party
or has significant exposure to litigation concerning prior or prospective
activities or alleged activities during the course and scope of that office or
employment, including litigation in which it is an issue whether an activity is
outside the course and scope of the office or employment.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 206. (AB 474) Effective January 1, 2022. Operative January 1, 2023,
pursuant to Sec. 463 of Stats. 2021, Ch. 615.)

54956.95.

(a)

(b)

(©)

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a joint powers agency
formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of
Division 7 of Title 1, for purposes of insurance pooling, or a local agency
member of the joint powers agency, from holding a closed session to discuss
a claim for the payment of tort liability losses, public liability losses, or
workers’ compensation liability incurred by the joint powers agency or a local
agency member of the joint powers agency.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the Local Agency Self-
Insurance Authority formed pursuant to Chapter 5.5 (commencing with
Section 6599.01) of Division 7 of Title 1, or a local agency member of the
authority, from holding a closed session to discuss a claim for the payment of
tort liability losses, public liability losses, or workers’ compensation liability
incurred by the authority or a local agency member of the authority.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect Section 54956.9 with
respect to any other local agency.

(Added by Stats. 1989, Ch. 882, Sec. 3.)
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54956.96.

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a
joint powers agency formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section
6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, from adopting a policy or a bylaw

or

including in its joint powers agreement provisions that authorize either or

both of the following:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency
member in a closed session related to the information presented to the
joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a
member of the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or
liability implications for that local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of
obtaining advice on whether the matter has direct financial or liability
implications for that local agency member.

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present
in a closed session of that local agency member.

(2) Any designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint
powers agency who is also a member of the legislative body of a local
agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the
joint powers agency in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly
appointed member to attend closed sessions of the joint powers agency.

(b) (1) In addition to the authority described in subdivision (a), the Clean Power
Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, may adopt a policy or
a bylaw or include in its joint powers agreement a provision that authorizes
both of the following:

(A) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the Clean
Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, who is
not a member of the legislative body of a local agency member and
who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the Clean Power
Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, in lieu of a local
agency member’s regularly appointed member, to attend closed
sessions of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its
successor entity.

(B) All information that is received by a designated alternate member
of the legislative body of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern
California, or its successor entity, who is not a member of the
legislative body of a local agency member, and that is presented to the
Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, in
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(©)

(d)

closed session, shall be confidential. However, the designated
alternate member may disclose information obtained in a closed
session that has direct financial or liability implications for the local
agency member for which the designated alternate member attended
the closed session, to the following individuals:

(i) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of
obtaining advice on whether the matter has direct financial or
liability implications for that local agency member.

(i) Members of the legislative body of the local agency present in a
closed session of that local agency member.

(2) If the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor
entity, adopts a policy or bylaw or includes in its joint powers agreement
a provision authorized pursuant to paragraph (1), the Clean Power
Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, shall establish
policies to prevent conflicts of interest and to address breaches of
confidentiality that apply to a designated alternate member who is not a
member of the legislative body of a local agency member who attends a
closed session of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its
successor entity.

If the legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or a bylaw or
includes provisions in its joint powers agreement pursuant to subdivision (a)
or (b), then the legislative body of the local agency member, upon the advice
of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to receive,
discuss, and take action concerning information obtained in a closed session
of the joint powers agency pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) or
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that
date is repealed.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2024, Ch. 24, Sec. 1. (AB 1852) Effective January
1, 2025. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions. See later operative version, as amended by Sec. 2
of Stats. 2024, Ch. 24.)

54956.96.

(a)

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a
joint powers agency formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section

6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, from adopting a policy or a bylaw
or including in its joint powers agreement provisions that authorize either or

both of the following:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency
member in a closed session related to the information presented to the
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joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a
member of the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or
liability implications for that local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of
obtaining advice on whether the matter has direct financial or liability
implications for that local agency member.

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present
in a closed session of that local agency member.

(2) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint
powers agency who is also a member of the legislative body of a local
agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the
joint powers agency in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly
appointed member to attend closed sessions of the joint powers agency.

(b)  If the legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or a bylaw or
includes provisions in its joint powers agreement pursuant to subdivision (a),
then the legislative body of the local agency member, upon the advice of its
legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to receive, discuss, and
take action concerning information obtained in a closed session of the joint
powers agency pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a).

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2030.
(Amended (as added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2024, Ch. 24, Sec. 2. (AB 1852) Effective January 1,
2025. Section operative January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54956.97.

Notwithstanding any provision of law, the governing board, or a committee of the
governing board, of a public bank, as defined in Section 57600 of the Government
Code, may meet in closed session to consider and take action on matters pertaining
to all of the following:

(@) A loan or investment decision.

(b) A decision of the internal audit committee, the compliance committee, or the
governance committee.

(c) A meeting with a state or federal regulator.
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 14. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 2020.)
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54956.98.

(a)

For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) “Shareholder, member, or owner local agency” or “shareholder, member,
or owner” means a local agency that is a shareholder of a public bank.

(2) “Public bank” has the same meaning as defined in Section 57600.

(b) The governing board of a public bank may adopt a policy or a bylaw or include
in its governing documents provisions that authorize any of the following:

(©)

(1) All information received by a shareholder, member, or owner of the public
bank in a closed session related to the information presented to the governing
board of a public bank in closed session shall be confidential. However, a
member of the governing board of a shareholder, member, or owner local
agency may disclose information obtained in a closed session that has direct
financial or liability implications for that local agency to the following
individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that shareholder, member, or owner local agency
for purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has direct
financial or liability implications for that shareholder local agency.

(B) Other members of the governing board of the local agency present
in a closed session of that shareholder, member, or owner local
agency.

(2) A designated alternate member of the governing board of the public bank
who is also a member of the governing board of a shareholder, member, or
owner local agency and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the
public bank governing board in lieu of a shareholder, member, or owner local
agency'’s regularly appointed member may attend a closed session of the
public bank governing board.

If the governing board of a public bank adopts a policy or a bylaw or includes
provisions in its governing documents pursuant to subdivision (b), then the
governing board of the shareholder, member, or owner local agency, upon
the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to
receive, discuss, and take action concerning information obtained in a closed
session of the public bank governing board pursuant to paragraph (1) of
subdivision (b).

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 15. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 2020.)
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54957.
(a)

(1) This chapter does not prevent the legislative body of a local agency from
holding closed sessions with the Governor, Attorney General, district
attorney, agency counsel, sheriff, or chief of police, or other law enforcement
or security personnel, or a security consultant or a security operations
manager, on matters posing a threat to the security of public buildings, a
threat to the security of essential public services, including water, drinking
water, wastewater treatment, natural gas service, and electric service, a
threat to the public’s right of access to public services or public facilities, or a
threat to critical infrastructure controls or critical infrastructure information
relating to cybersecurity.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, the following definitions apply:

(b)

(A) “Critical infrastructure controls” means networks and systems
controlling assets so vital to the local agency that the incapacity or
destruction of those networks, systems, or assets would have a
debilitating impact on public health, safety, economic security, or any
combination thereof.

(B) “Critical infrastructure information” means information not
customarily in the public domain pertaining to any of the following:

(i) Actual, potential, or threatened interference with, or an attack
on, compromise of, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure
controls by either physical or computer-based attack or other
similar conduct, including, but not limited to, the misuse of, or
unauthorized access to, all types of communications and data
transmission systems, that violates federal, state, or local law or
harms public health, safety, or economic security, or any
combination thereof.

(ii) The ability of critical infrastructure controls to resist any
interference, compromise, or incapacitation, including, but not
limited to, any planned or past assessment or estimate of the
vulnerability of critical infrastructure.

(iii) Any planned or past operational problem or solution regarding
critical infrastructure controls, including, but not limited to, repair,
recovery, reconstruction, insurance, or continuity, to the extent it is
related to interference, compromise, or incapacitation of critical
infrastructure controls.

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this chapter does not prevent the legislative
body of a local agency from holding closed sessions during a regular or
special meeting to consider the appointment, employment, evaluation of
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performance, discipline, or dismissal of a public employee or to hear
complaints or charges brought against the employee by another person or
employee unless the employee requests a public session.

(2) As a condition to holding a closed session on specific complaints or
charges brought against an employee by another person or employee, the
employee shall be given written notice of their right to have the complaints
or charges heard in an open session rather than a closed session, which
notice shall be delivered to the employee personally or by mail at least 24
hours before the time for holding the session. If notice is not given, any
disciplinary or other action taken by the legislative body against the
employee based on the specific complaints or charges in the closed session
shall be null and void.

(3) The legislative body also may exclude from the public or closed meeting,
during the examination of a witness, any or all other witnesses in the matter
being investigated by the legislative body.

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term “employee” shall include an
officer or an independent contractor who functions as an officer or an
employee but shall not include any elected official, member of a legislative
body or other independent contractors. This subdivision shall not limit local
officials” ability to hold closed session meetings pursuant to Sections 1461,
32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and
37624.3 of the Government Code. Closed sessions held pursuant to this
subdivision shall not include discussion or action on proposed compensation
except for a reduction of compensation that results from the imposition of
discipline.

(Amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 243, Sec. 1. (AB 2715) Effective January 1, 2025.)

54957.1.

(a)

The legislative body of any local agency shall publicly report any action taken
in closed session and the vote or abstention on that action of every member
present, as follows:

(1) Approval of an agreement concluding real estate negotiations pursuant to
Section 54956.8 shall be reported after the agreement is final, as follows:

(A) If its own approval renders the agreement final, the body shall report
that approval and the substance of the agreement in open session at the
public meeting during which the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with the other party to the negotiations, the
local agency shall disclose the fact of that approval and the substance of
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the agreement upon inquiry by any person, as soon as the other party or
its agent has informed the local agency of its approval.

(2) Approval given to its legal counsel to defend, or seek or refrain from
seeking appellate review or relief, or to enter as an amicus curiae in any form
of litigation as the result of a consultation under Section 54956.9 shall be
reported in open session at the public meeting during which the closed
session is held. The report shall identify, if known, the adverse party or
parties and the substance of the litigation. In the case of approval given to
initiate or intervene in an action, the announcement need not identify the
action, the defendants, or other particulars, but shall specify that the
direction to initiate or intervene in an action has been given and that the
action, the defendants, and the other particulars shall, once formally
commenced, be disclosed to any person upon inquiry, unless to do so would
jeopardize the agency’s ability to effectuate service of process on one or
more unserved parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to
conclude existing settlement negotiations to its advantage.

(3) Approval given to its legal counsel of a settlement of pending litigation, as
defined in Section 54956.9, at any stage prior to or during a judicial or quasi-
judicial proceeding shall be reported after the settlement is final, as follows:

(A) If the legislative body accepts a settlement offer signed by the
opposing party, the body shall report its acceptance and identify the
substance of the agreement in open session at the public meeting
during which the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with some other party to the litigation or
with the court, then as soon as the settlement becomes final, and
upon inquiry by any person, the local agency shall disclose the fact of
that approval, and identify the substance of the agreement.

(4) Disposition reached as to claims discussed in closed session pursuant to
Section 54956.95 shall be reported as soon as reached in a manner that
identifies the name of the claimant, the name of the local agency claimed
against, the substance of the claim, and any monetary amount approved for
payment and agreed upon by the claimant.

(5) Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, accept the resignation of, or
otherwise affect the employment status of a public employee in closed
session pursuant to Section 54957 shall be reported at the public meeting
during which the closed session is held. Any report required by this
paragraph shall identify the title of the position. The general requirement of
this paragraph notwithstanding, the report of a dismissal or of the
nonrenewal of an employment contract shall be deferred until the first public
meeting following the exhaustion of administrative remedies, if any.
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(6) Approval of an agreement concluding labor negotiations with represented
employees pursuant to Section 54957.6 shall be reported after the
agreement is final and has been accepted or ratified by the other party. The
report shall identify the item approved and the other party or parties to the
negotiation.

(7) Pension fund investment transaction decisions made pursuant to Section
54956.81 shall be disclosed at the first open meeting of the legislative body
held after the earlier of the close of the investment transaction or the
transfer of pension fund assets for the investment transaction.

Reports that are required to be made pursuant to this section may be made
orally or in writing. The legislative body shall provide to any person who has
submitted a written request to the legislative body within 24 hours of the
posting of the agenda, or to any person who has made a standing request for
all documentation as part of a request for notice of meetings pursuant to
Section 54954.1 or 54956, if the requester is present at the time the closed
session ends, copies of any contracts, settlement agreements, or other
documents that were finally approved or adopted in the closed session. If the
action taken results in one or more substantive amendments to the related
documents requiring retyping, the documents need not be released until the
retyping is completed during normal business hours, provided that the
presiding officer of the legislative body or his or her designee orally
summarizes the substance of the amendments for the benefit of the
document requester or any other person present and requesting the
information.

The documentation referred to in subdivision (b) shall be available to any

person on the next business day following the meeting in which the action
referred to is taken or, in the case of substantial amendments, when any

necessary retyping is complete.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that the legislative body
approve actions not otherwise subject to legislative body approval.

No action for injury to a reputational, liberty, or other personal interest may
be commenced by or on behalf of any employee or former employee with
respect to whom a disclosure is made by a legislative body in an effort to
comply with this section.

This section is necessary to implement, and reasonably within the scope of,
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California
Constitution.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 538, Sec. 311. Effective January 1, 2007.)
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54957.2.

(a)

(b)

The legislative body of a local agency may, by ordinance or resolution,
designate a clerk or other officer or employee of the local agency who shall
then attend each closed session of the legislative body and keep and enter in
a minute book a record of topics discussed and decisions made at the
meeting. The minute book made pursuant to this section is not a public
record subject to inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act
(Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be
kept confidential. The minute book shall be available only to members of the
legislative body or, if a violation of this chapter is alleged to have occurred at
a closed session, to a court of general jurisdiction wherein the local agency
lies. The minute book may, but need not, consist of a recording of the closed
session.

An elected legislative body of a local agency may require that each legislative
body all or a majority of whose members are appointed by or under the
authority of the elected legislative body keep a minute book as prescribed
under subdivision (). (Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 207. (AB 474) Effective January 1,
2022. Operative January 1, 2023, pursuant to Sec. 463 of Stats. 2021, Ch. 615.)

54957.5.

(a)

(b)

Agendas of public meetings are disclosable public records under the
California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section
7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be made available upon request without
delay and in compliance with Section 54954.2 or Section 54956, as
applicable. However, this section shall not apply to a writing, or portion
thereof, that is exempt from public disclosure.

(1) If a writing is a public record related to an agenda item for an open
session of a regular meeting of the legislative body of a local agency and is
distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of a legislative body of
a local agency by a person in connection with a matter subject to discussion
or consideration at an open meeting of the body less than 72 hours before
that meeting, the writing shall be made available for public inspection
pursuant to paragraph (2) at the time the writing is distributed to all, or a
majority of all, of the members of the body.

(2)  (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), a local agency shall
comply with both of the following requirements:

(i) A local agency shall make any writing described in paragraph
(1) available for public inspection at a public office or location
that the agency shall designate for this purpose.
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(©)

(d)

(ii) A local agency shall list the address of the office or location
desighated pursuant to clause (i) on the agendas for all
meetings of the legislative body of that agency.

(B) A local agency shall not be required to comply with the
requirements of subparagraph (A) if all of the following requirements
are met:

(i) An initial staff report or similar document containing an
executive summary and the staff recommendation, if any,
relating to that agenda item is made available for public
inspection at the office or location designated pursuant to clause
(i) of subparagraph (A) at least 72 hours before the meeting.

(ii) The local agency immediately posts any writing described in
paragraph (1) on the local agency’s internet website in a
position and manner that makes it clear that the writing relates
to an agenda item for an upcoming meeting.

(iii) The local agency lists the web address of the local agency’s
internet website on the agendas for all meetings of the
legislative body of that agency.

(iv) (I) Subject to subclause (II), the local agency makes
physical copies available for public inspection, beginning the
next regular business hours for the local agency, at the office or
location designated pursuant to clause (i) of subparagraph (A).

(II) This clause is satisfied only if the next regular business
hours of the local agency commence at least 24 hours before
that meeting.

Writings that are public records described in subdivision (b) and distributed
during a public meeting shall be made available for public inspection at the
meeting if prepared by the local agency or a member of its legislative body,
or after the meeting if prepared by some other person. These writings shall
be made available in appropriate alternative formats upon request by a
person with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and
regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

This chapter shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body of a local
agency from charging a fee or deposit for a copy of a public record pursuant
to Section 7922.530, except that a surcharge shall not be imposed on
persons with disabilities in violation of Section 202 of the Americans with
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(e)

Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and
regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

This section shall not be construed to limit or delay the public’s right to
inspect or obtain a copy of any record required to be disclosed under the
requirements of the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing
with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), including, but not limited to, the ability of
the public to inspect public records pursuant to Section 7922.525 and obtain
copies of public records pursuant to either subdivision (b) of Section
7922.530 or Section 7922.535. This chapter shall not be construed to require
a legislative body of a local agency to place any paid advertisement or any
other paid notice in any publication.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 208) by Stats. 2022, Ch. 971, Sec. 1. (AB 2647) Effective
January 1, 2023.)

54957.6.

(a)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local
agency may hold closed sessions with the local agency’s designated
representatives regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation
paid in the form of fringe benefits of its represented and unrepresented
employees, and, for represented employees, any other matter within the
statutorily provided scope of representation, subject to all of the following
conditions:

(1) Prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall
hold an open and public session in which it identifies its designated
representatives.

(2) The closed session shall be for the purpose of reviewing its position and
instructing the local agency’s designated representatives.

(3) The closed session may take place prior to and during consultations and
discussions with representatives of employee organizations and
unrepresented employees.

(4) Any closed session with the local agency’s designated representative
regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of
fringe benefits may include discussion of an agency’s available funds and
funding priorities, but only insofar as these discussions relate to providing
instructions to the local agency’s designated representative.

(5) The closed session shall not include final action on the proposed
compensation of one or more unrepresented employees.
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(b)

(6) For the purposes enumerated in this section, a legislative body of a local
agency may also meet with a state conciliator who has intervened in the
proceedings.

For the purposes of this section, the term “employee” shall include an officer
or an independent contractor who functions as an officer or an employee, but
shall not include any elected official, member of a legislative body, or other
independent contractors.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 20. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54957.7

(a)

(b)

(©)

Prior to holding any closed session, the legislative body of the local agency
shall disclose, in an open meeting, the item or items to be discussed in the
closed session. The disclosure may take the form of a reference to the item
or items as they are listed by number or letter on the agenda. In the closed
session, the legislative body may consider only those matters covered in its
statement. Nothing in this section shall require or authorize a disclosure of
information prohibited by state or federal law.

After any closed session, the legislative body shall reconvene into open
session prior to adjournment and shall make any disclosures required by
Section 54957.1 of action taken in the closed session.

The announcements required to be made in open session pursuant to this
section may be made at the location announced in the agenda for the closed
session, as long as the public is allowed to be present at that location for the
purpose of hearing the announcements.

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 1137, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch.

1137,)

54957.8.

(a)

(b)

For purposes of this section, “*multijurisdictional law enforcement agency”
means a joint powers entity formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1 that provides law
enforcement services for the parties to the joint powers agreement for the
purpose of investigating criminal activity involving drugs; gangs; sex crimes;
firearms trafficking or felony possession of a firearm; high technology,
computer, or identity theft; human trafficking; or vehicle theft.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative
body of a multijurisdictional law enforcement agency, or an advisory body of
a multijurisdictional law enforcement agency, from holding closed sessions to
discuss the case records of any ongoing criminal investigation of the
multijurisdictional law enforcement agency or of any party to the joint
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powers agreement, to hear testimony from persons involved in the
investigation, and to discuss courses of action in particular cases.
(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 427, Sec. 1. Effective September 22, 2006.)

54957.9.

In the event that any meeting is willfully interrupted by a group or groups of
persons so as to render the orderly conduct of the meeting unfeasible and order
cannot be restored by the removal of individuals who are willfully interrupting the
meeting, the members of the legislative body conducting the meeting may order
the meeting room cleared and continue in session. Only matters appearing on the
agenda may be considered in such a session. Representatives of the press or other
news media, except those participating in the disturbance, shall be allowed to
attend any session held pursuant to this section. Nothing in this section shall
prohibit the legislative body from establishing a procedure for readmitting an
individual or individuals not responsible for willfully disturbing the orderly conduct
of the meeting.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 21. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54957.95.

(a) (1) In addition to authority exercised pursuant to Sections 54954.3 and
54957.9, the presiding member of the legislative body conducting a meeting
or their designee may remove, or cause the removal of, an individual for
disrupting the meeting, including any teleconferenced meeting.

(2) Prior to removing an individual, the presiding member or their designee
shall warn the individual that their behavior is disrupting the meeting and
that their failure to cease their behavior may result in their removal. The
presiding member or their designee may then remove the individual if they
do not promptly cease their disruptive behavior. This paragraph does not
apply to any behavior described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of
subdivision (b).

(b) As used in this section:
(1) "Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a meeting of a legislative
body that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the
orderly conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not limited to, one of the
following:

(A) A failure to comply with reasonable and lawful regulations adopted by a
legislative body pursuant to Section 54954.3 or any other law.

(B) Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of

force.

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website

68



(2) “True threat of force” means a threat that has sufficient indicia of intent
and seriousness, that a reasonable observer would perceive it to be an actual
threat to use force by the person making the threat.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 22. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54957.96.

(a) The existing authority of a legislative body or its presiding officer to remove
or limit participation by persons who engage in behavior that actually
disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the
meeting, including existing limitations upon that authority, shall apply to
members of the public participating in a meeting via a two-way telephonic
service or a two-way audiovisual platform.

(b)  For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides
participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an interactive
video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A two-way audiovisual
platform may be structured to disable the use of video for the public
participants.

(2) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not
require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone number to
listen and verbally participate.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 23. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54957.10.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local agency may
hold closed sessions to discuss a local agency employee’s application for early
withdrawal of funds in a deferred compensation plan when the application is based
on financial hardship arising from an unforeseeable emergency due to illness,
accident, casualty, or other extraordinary event, as specified in the deferred
compensation plan.

(Added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 45, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2002.)

54958.
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the legislative body of every local

agency notwithstanding the conflicting provisions of any other state law.
(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)
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54959.

Each member of a legislative body who attends a meeting of that legislative body
where action is taken in violation of any provision of this chapter, and where the
member intends to deprive the public of information to which the member knows or
has reason to know the public is entitled under this chapter, is guilty of a

misdemeanor.
(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 18. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54960.

(a) The district attorney or any interested person may commence an action by
mandamus, injunction, or declaratory relief for the purpose of stopping or
preventing violations or threatened violations of this chapter by members of
the legislative body of a local agency or to determine the applicability of this
chapter to ongoing actions or threatened future actions of the legislative
body, or to determine the applicability of this chapter to past actions of the
legislative body, subject to Section 54960.2, or to determine whether any
rule or action by the legislative body to penalize or otherwise discourage the
expression of one or more of its members is valid or invalid under the laws of
this state or of the United States, or to compel the legislative body to audio
record its closed sessions as hereinafter provided.

(b)  The court in its discretion may, upon a judgment of a violation of Section
54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.9, 54956.95, 54957, or 54957.6, order the
legislative body to audio record its closed sessions and preserve the audio
recordings for the period and under the terms of security and confidentiality
the court deems appropriate.

(o) (1) Each recording so kept shall be immediately labeled with the date of the
closed session recorded and the title of the clerk or other officer who shall be
custodian of the recording.

(2) The audio recordings shall be subject to the following discovery
procedures:

(A) In any case in which discovery or disclosure of the audio recording
is sought by either the district attorney or the plaintiff in a civil action
pursuant to Section 54959, 54960, or 54960.1 alleging that a violation
of this chapter has occurred in a closed session that has been recorded
pursuant to this section, the party seeking discovery or disclosure shall
file a written notice of motion with the appropriate court with notice to
the governmental agency that has custody and control of the audio
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recording. The notice shall be given pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 1005 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

(B) The notice shall include, in addition to the items required by Section
1010 of the Code of Civil Procedure, all of the following:

(i) Identification of the proceeding in which discovery or disclosure is
sought, the party seeking discovery or disclosure, the date and time of
the meeting recorded, and the governmental agency that has custody
and control of the recording.

(ii) An affidavit that contains specific facts indicating that a violation of
the act occurred in the closed session.

(3) If the court, following a review of the motion, finds that there is good
cause to believe that a violation has occurred, the court may review, in
camera, the recording of that portion of the closed session alleged to have
violated the act.

(4) If, following the in camera review, the court concludes that disclosure of
a portion of the recording would be likely to materially assist in the resolution
of the litigation alleging violation of this chapter, the court shall, in its
discretion, make a certified transcript of the portion of the recording a public
exhibit in the proceeding.

(5) This section shall not permit discovery of communications that are
protected by the attorney-client privilege.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 1. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

54960.1.

(a)

(b)

The district attorney or any interested person may commence an action by
mandamus or injunction for the purpose of obtaining a judicial determination
that an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency in violation of
Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 is null and
void under this section. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent
a legislative body from curing or correcting an action challenged pursuant to
this section.

Prior to any action being commenced pursuant to subdivision (a), the district
attorney or interested person shall make a demand of the legislative body to
cure or correct the action alleged to have been taken in violation of Section
54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5. The demand shall be
in writing and clearly describe the challenged action of the legislative body
and nature of the alleged violation.
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(©)

(d)

(1) The written demand shall be made within 90 days from the date the
action was taken unless the action was taken in an open session but in
violation of Section 54954.2, in which case the written demand shall be made
within 30 days from the date the action was taken.

(2) Within 30 days of receipt of the demand, the legislative body shall cure or
correct the challenged action and inform the demanding party in writing of its
actions to cure or correct or inform the demanding party in writing of its
decision not to cure or correct the challenged action.

(3) If the legislative body takes no action within the 30-day period, the
inaction shall be deemed a decision not to cure or correct the challenged
action, and the 15-day period to commence the action described in
subdivision (a) shall commence to run the day after the 30-day period to
cure or correct expires.

(4) Within 15 days of receipt of the written notice of the legislative body’s
decision to cure or correct, or not to cure or correct, or within 15 days of the
expiration of the 30-day period to cure or correct, whichever is earlier, the
demanding party shall be required to commence the action pursuant to
subdivision (a) or thereafter be barred from commencing the action.

An action taken that is alleged to have been taken in violation of Section
54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 shall not be
determined to be null and void if any of the following conditions exist:

(1) The action taken was in substantial compliance with Sections
54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, and 54956.5.

(2) The action taken was in connection with the sale or issuance of
notes, bonds, or other evidences of indebtedness or any contract,
instrument, or agreement thereto.

(3) The action taken gave rise to a contractual obligation, including a
contract let by competitive bid other than compensation for services in
the form of salary or fees for professional services, upon which a party
has, in good faith and without notice of a challenge to the validity of
the action, detrimentally relied.

(4) The action taken was in connection with the collection of any tax.

(5) Any person, city, city and county, county, district, or any agency or
subdivision of the state alleging noncompliance with subdivision (a) of
Section 54954.2, Section 54956, or Section 54956.5, because of any
defect, error, irregularity, or omission in the notice given pursuant to
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those provisions, had actual notice of the item of business at least 72
hours prior to the meeting at which the action was taken, if the
meeting was noticed pursuant to Section 54954.2, or 24 hours prior to
the meeting at which the action was taken if the meeting was noticed
pursuant to Section 54956, or prior to the meeting at which the action
was taken if the meeting is held pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(e) During any action seeking a judicial determination pursuant to subdivision
(a) if the court determines, pursuant to a showing by the legislative body
that an action alleged to have been taken in violation of Section 54953,
54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 has been cured or corrected
by a subsequent action of the legislative body, the action filed pursuant to
subdivision (a) shall be dismissed with prejudice.

(f) The fact that a legislative body takes a subsequent action to cure or correct
an action taken pursuant to this section shall not be construed or admissible

as evidence of a violation of this chapter.
(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 454, Sec. 23. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54960.2.

(a) The district attorney or any interested person may file an action to determine
the applicability of this chapter to past actions of the legislative body
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 only if all of the following
conditions are met:

(1) The district attorney or interested person alleging a violation of this
chapter first submits a cease and desist letter by postal mail or
facsimile transmission to the clerk or secretary of the legislative body
being accused of the violation, as designated in the statement
pertaining to that public agency on file pursuant to Section 53051, or if
the agency does not have a statement on file designating a clerk or a
secretary, to the chief executive officer of that agency, clearly
describing the past action of the legislative body and nature of the
alleged violation.

(2) The cease and desist letter required under paragraph (1) is
submitted to the legislative body within nine months of the alleged
violation.

(3) The time during which the legislative body may respond to the
cease and desist letter pursuant to subdivision (b) has expired and the
legislative body has not provided an unconditional commitment
pursuant to subdivision (c).
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(b)

()

(4) Within 60 days of receipt of the legislative body’s response to the
cease and desist letter, other than an unconditional commitment
pursuant to subdivision (c), or within 60 days of the expiration of the
time during which the legislative body may respond to the cease and
desist letter pursuant to subdivision (b), whichever is earlier, the party
submitting the cease and desist letter shall commence the action
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 or thereafter be barred
from commencing the action.

The legislative body may respond to a cease and desist letter submitted
pursuant to subdivision (a) within 30 days of receiving the letter. This
subdivision shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body from
providing an unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision (c) at any
time after the 30-day period has expired, except that in that event the court
shall award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff in an
action brought pursuant to this section, in accordance with Section 54960.5.

(1) If the legislative body elects to respond to the cease and desist letter
with an unconditional commitment to cease, desist from, and not repeat the
past action that is alleged to violate this chapter, that response shall be in
substantially the following form:

To

The [name of legislative body] has received your cease and desist
letter dated [date] alleging that the following described past action of
the legislative body violates the Ralph M. Brown Act:

[Describe alleged past action, as set forth in the cease and desist letter
submitted pursuant to subdivision (a)]

In order to avoid unnecessary litigation and without admitting any
violation of the Ralph M. Brown Act, the [name of legislative body]
hereby unconditionally commits that it will cease, desist from, and not
repeat the challenged past action as described above.

The [name of legislative body] may rescind this commitment only by a
majority vote of its membership taken in open session at a regular
meeting and noticed on its posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown Act
Commitment.” You will be provided with written notice, sent by any
means or media you provide in response to this message, to whatever
address or addresses you specify, of any intention to consider
rescinding this commitment at least 30 days before any such regular
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(d)

(e)

meeting. In the event that this commitment is rescinded, you will have
the right to commence legal action pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 54960 of the Government Code. That notice will be delivered
to you by the same means as this commitment, or may be mailed to
an address that you have designated in writing.

Very truly yours,

[Chairperson or acting chairperson of the legislative body]

(2) An unconditional commitment pursuant to this subdivision shall be
approved by the legislative body in open session at a regular or special
meeting as a separate item of business, and not on its consent agenda.

(3) An action shall not be commenced to determine the applicability of this
chapter to any past action of the legislative body for which the legislative
body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to this subdivision.
During any action seeking a judicial determination regarding the applicability
of this chapter to any past action of the legislative body pursuant to
subdivision (a), if the court determines that the legislative body has provided
an unconditional commitment pursuant to this subdivision, the action shall be
dismissed with prejudice. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to
modify or limit the existing ability of the district attorney or any interested
person to commence an action to determine the applicability of this chapter
to ongoing actions or threatened future actions of the legislative body.

(4) Except as provided in subdivision (d), the fact that a legislative body
provides an unconditional commitment shall not be construed or admissible
as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

If the legislative body provides an unconditional commitment as set forth in
subdivision (c), the legislative body shall not thereafter take or engage in the
challenged action described in the cease and desist letter, except as provided
in subdivision (e). Violation of this subdivision shall constitute an
independent violation of this chapter, without regard to whether the
challenged action would otherwise violate this chapter. An action alleging
past violation or threatened future violation of this subdivision may be
brought pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960, without regard to the
procedural requirements of this section.

The legislative body may resolve to rescind an unconditional commitment
made pursuant to subdivision (c) by a majority vote of its membership taken
in open session at a regular meeting as a separate item of business not on its
consent agenda, and noticed on its posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown
Act Commitment,” provided that not less than 30 days prior to such regular
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meeting, the legislative body provides written notice of its intent to consider
the rescission to each person to whom the unconditional commitment was
made, and to the district attorney. Upon rescission, the district attorney or
any interested person may commence an action pursuant to subdivision (a)
of Section 54960. An action under this subdivision may be brought pursuant
to subdivision (a) of Section 54960, without regard to the procedural

requirements of this section.
(Added by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 2. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

54960.5.

A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff in an
action brought pursuant to Section 54960, 54960.1, or 54960.2 where it is found
that a legislative body of the local agency has violated this chapter. Additionally,
when an action brought pursuant to Section 54960.2 is dismissed with prejudice
because a legislative body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to
paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of that section at any time after the 30-day period
for making such a commitment has expired, the court shall award court costs and
reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff if the filing of that action caused the
legislative body to issue the unconditional commitment. The costs and fees shall be
paid by the local agency and shall not become a personal liability of any public
officer or employee of the local agency.

A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to a defendant in any
action brought pursuant to Section 54960 or 54960.1 where the defendant has
prevailed in a final determination of such action and the court finds that the action
was clearly frivolous and totally lacking in merit.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 3. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

54961.

(a) No legislative body of a local agency shall conduct any meeting in any facility
that prohibits the admittance of any person, or persons, on the basis of
ancestry or any characteristic listed or defined in Section 11135, or which is
inaccessible to disabled persons, or where members of the public may not be
present without making a payment or purchase. This section shall apply to
every local agency as defined in Section 54951.

(b)  No notice, agenda, announcement, or report required under this chapter
need identify any victim or alleged victim of tortious sexual conduct or child

abuse unless the identity of the person has been publicly disclosed.
(Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 568, Sec. 35. Effective January 1, 2008.)
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54962.

Except as expressly authorized by this chapter, or by Sections 1461, 1462, 32106,
and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code, or by Sections 37606, 37606.1, and
37624.3 of the Government Code as they apply to hospitals, or by any provision of
the Education Code pertaining to school districts and community college districts,
no closed session may be held by any legislative body of any local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 157, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2007.)

54963.
(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

A person may not disclose confidential information that has been acquired by
being present in a closed session authorized by Section 54956.7, 54956.8,
54956.86, 54956.87, 54956.9, 54957, 54957.6, 54957.8, or 54957.10 to a
person not entitled to receive it, unless the legislative body authorizes
disclosure of that confidential information.

For purposes of this section, “confidential information” means a
communication made in a closed session that is specifically related to the
basis for the legislative body of a local agency to meet lawfully in closed
session under this chapter.

Violation of this section may be addressed by the use of such remedies as
are currently available by law, including, but not limited to:

(1) Injunctive relief to prevent the disclosure of confidential
information prohibited by this section.

(2) Disciplinary action against an employee who has willfully disclosed
confidential information in violation of this section.

(3) Referral of a member of a legislative body who has willfully
disclosed confidential information in violation of this section to the
grandjury.

Disciplinary action pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) shall require
that the employee in question has either received training as to the
requirements of this section or otherwise has been given notice of the
requirements of this section.

A local agency may not take any action authorized by subdivision (c) against
a person, nor shall it be deemed a violation of this section, for doing any of
the following:

(1) Making a confidential inquiry or complaint to a district attorney or
grand jury concerning a perceived violation of law, including disclosing
facts to a district attorney or grand jury that are necessary to establish

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§

54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website
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the illegality of an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency
or the potential illegality of an action that has been the subject of
deliberation at a closed session if that action were to be taken by a
legislative body of a local agency.

(2) Expressing an opinion concerning the propriety or legality of
actions taken by a legislative body of a local agency in closed session,
including disclosure of the nature and extent of the illegal or
potentially illegal action.

(3) Disclosing information acquired by being present in a closed
session under this chapter that is not confidential information.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit disclosures under the
whistleblower statutes contained in Section 1102.5 of the Labor Code or

Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 53296) of Chapter 2 of this code.
(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1119, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2003.)

Note: There are sequential gaps throughout the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code §§
54950-54963) primarily because of how the California Legislature updates and changes the Government
Code over time. When in question, visit the Ca Legislative website
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City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description \ Current Fee \ Suggested
Drop In - Sports
All Drop In Sports — City Sponsored $5 Resident Rate:
Including but not limited to: $5/PP w/o staff
Basketball/Pickleball/Volleyball $7/PP w/ staff
(Excludes skate)
Non Resident Rate:
$6/PP w/o staff
$8/PP w/ staff
Drop In Sports — Non City Sponsored N/A Facility Deposit + 40% of
(administered by third party/contractor/etc.) total admission fees*
*Consider facility rental cost
Drop in Pass 10 Time Pass | 10 Time Pass
Valid for all City Sponsored Drop In Sports $30 $40 Residents ($4/pass)
$50 Non Residents ($5/pass)
Drop In — Other (Non Sport)
Drop In Activities/Classes - (City Sponsored) Per Drop In/Class
Resident — $9 + MF
MF = Material Fee (if applicable) N/A Non-Resident - $10 + MF
(actual cost of supplies per person)
Per Week (5 Days)
Resident - $45+ MF
Non-Resident - $50 + MF
Drop In Activities/Classes Facility Deposit + 40% of
(Non City Sponsored) N/A total gross admission fees
(administered by third party/contractor/etc.)
Sports Leagues & Team Sports
City Sponsored
Woodbat Slowpitch Softball League $750 $800
Woodbat Slowpitch Softball League N/A Credit = Total # of Games
-Rain Out/Game Interference Impacted/ Total Games Per Season
(Credit to be applied to following
season for affected teams)
Bocce Ball Tournament (per team) $20 $20

Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description \ Current Fee \ Suggested
Skate Program
Admission
Regular Admission $5 Admission $7 Admission
(Non-Theme Nights) + +
Includes all Public Skate Sessions $2 Skate $3 Skate Rental
Rental
Discounted Admission (Theme Nights) $5 $5
(Includes +
Skate Rental) $3 Skate Rental
DJ Night Admission — City Sponsored All Ages - $10 All Ages - $15/Person
Adult - $15
DJ Night Admission — Non-City Sponsored N/A All Ages - $10
Skate Passes
(Includes Skate Rental - Not valid during DJ Nights)
12-Person Youth $50 N/A
12-Person All-Ages $55 $75 ($6.25/pass)
24-Person All-Ages $100 $140 ($5.83/pass)

Public Skate Parties

Available Thursdays, Fridays, & Saturdays from 6pm-9pm

Public Skate Party Tables
2 Table Minimum

2 Tables - $50
Additional Tables

See

Public Party Packages Below

Includes 2 tables - 10 Skaters - Mini Rink ($70 Value)
- NO OUTSIDE FOOD / DRINK (Exception For Cake)
- *Additional Skater(s) Fee — Regular Admission Fees

- $25/ea
Public Skate Party Packages — Standard
Includes 2 tables — 10 Skaters - Party Room ($70 Value) N/A $100%*
- NO OUTSIDE FOOD / DRINK (Exception For Cake)
- *Additional Skater(s) Fee — Regular Admission Fees
Public Skate Party Packages — VIP N/A $150*

Private Skate Parties

Available Saturdays & Sundays from 12pm-2pm & 3pm-5pm. Includes skate rentals.

0-30 People (1 Staft) $200 $250 + Facility Deposit
30-75 People (2 staff) $250 $350 + Facility Deposit
75 + People (2-3 Staff) $350 $450 + Facility Deposit
VIP Package Add On (2 Games/Activities) N/A +$50
Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26 2




City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description | Current Fee \ Suggested
Camps
Camp Perigot - Resident Rate
Full Day - Weekly $175 $200
Full Day - Daily $40 $50
Half Day - Weekly $125 $150
Half Day - Daily $25 $30
Camp Perigot - Non Resident Rate
Full Day - Weekly $200 $225
Full Day - Daily $50 $60
Half Day - Weekly $150 $175
Half Day - Daily $30 $40
Special Camps — Resident Rate

Includes all camps with exception of Camp Perigot. Does not include meals for campers.
MF — Material Fee (cost of materials per person)

Full Day - Weekly N/A $150 + MF
Full Day - Daily N/A $40 + MF
Half Day - Weekly N/A N/A
Half Day - Daily N/A N/A
Special Camps — Non-Resident Rate
Includes all camps with exception of Camp Perigot. Does not include meals for campers.
MF — Material Fee (cost of materials per person)
Full Day - Weekly N/A $175 + MF
Full Day - Daily N/A $50 + MF
Half Day - Weekly N/A N/A
Half Day - Daily N/A N/A
Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23
Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26



City of Blue Lake

Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description

\ Current Fee \

Suggested

Facility/Event Rentals (Non Skate)*
FD = Facility Deposit

Non — Profit Rate

Business Rate

Prasch Hall Rentals® Deposit - $300 Deposit - $300°
Party Room Only $50/hour $50/hour + FD?
Party Room Only $40/hour $45/hour + FD?
Mini Rink Only N/A $30/hour + FD?
Mini Rink Only N/A $25/hour + FD?
Gym Only $75/hour $80/hour + FD?
Gym Only $75/hour $75/hour + FD?
Stage Only N/A $30/hour + FD?
Stage Only N/A $25/hour + FD?
Kitchen Only N/A $30/hour + FD?
Kitchen Only N/A $25/hour + FD?
Restrooms Only (for outdoor rentals) N/A $40/hour + FD?
Restrooms Only (for outdoor rentals) N/A $35/hour + FD?
Full Facility Rental (All options) N/A $200/hour + FD?
Full Facility Rental (All options) N/A $175/hour + FD?
Party Room and Kitchen $75/hour N/A
Party Room and Kitchen $75/hour N/A
Gym and Party Room Only $125/hour N/A
Gym and Party Room Only $125/hour N/A
Gym, Party Room and Kitchen $150/hour N/A
Gym, Party Room and Kitchen $150/hour N/A

Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake

Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description

\ Current Fee \

Suggested

Perigot Park Rentals®
Rates for Non Concerts/Festivals/Major Events

Concerts/Festivals/Major Events: additional 20% to total facility rental (Community Impact Fee)

Picnic Area & Serving Booth

Deposit - $100

Deposit - $200°

Under 50 $200 $200
50-100 $250 $250
100-300 $375 $375
Over 300! $500 $550
Picnic Area & Serving Booth Deposit - $100 Deposit - $200°
Under 50 $175 $175
50-100 $225 $225
100-300 $350 $350
Over 300! $475 $525
Picnic Area, Serving Booth & Clemence Field | Deposit - $200 Deposit - $300°
Under 50 $250 $300
50-100 $300 $350
100-300 $450 $475
Over 300! $600 $650
Picnic Area, Serving Booth & Clemence Field | Deposit - $200 Deposit - $300°
Under 50 $225 $275
50-100 $275 $325
100-300 $425 $450
Over 300! $575 $625
Picnic Table/Stage Only Deposit - N/A Deposit - $100°
Under 50 N/A $100
50-100 N/A $150
100-300 N/A $275
Over 300! N/A $450
Picnic Table/Stage Only Deposit - N/A Deposit - $100°
Under 50 N/A $75
50-100 N/A $125
100-300 N/A $250
Over 300! N/A $425
Serving Booth Only? Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100
$200 (4 hours)
$395 (8 hours)
Business Rental See Above $75/hour
Non-Profit Rental See Above $50/hour

Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake

Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description Current Fee Suggested
Clemence Field’ Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Regular Rental $25/hour $40/hour
Tournament Rental $20/hour $50/hour
Clemence Field’ Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Regular Rental $25/hour $35/hour
Tournament Rental $20/hour $45/hour
Iorg Field’ Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Regular Rental $20/hour $30/hour
Tournament Rental N/A $40/hour
Iorg Field’ Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Regular Rental $15/hour $25/hour
Tournament Rental N/A $35/hour
Concession Stand — Clemence Field' Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Regular Rental $20/hour $50/hour
Tournament Rental $100/day $150/day
Concession Stand — Clemence Field' Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Regular Rental $20/hour $45/hour!
Tournament Rental $100/day $125/day!
Bocce Courts’ Deposit — N/A Deposit - $50°
Business Rental N/A $25/hour
Bocce Courts’ Deposit — N/A Deposit - $50°
Nonprofit Rental N/A $20/hour
Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description \ Current Fee \ Suggested

Other Rentals*
Concerts/Festivals/Major Events: additional 20% to total facility rental (Community Impact Fee)

Skinner Store Rentals!

Deposit — N/A

Deposit - $200°

Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) $50 $125
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) $100 $200
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) $50 $100
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) $100 $175
Town Square Rentals Deposit — N/A Deposit - $200°

Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $150

Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $300!
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $125

Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $275!

Court Rentals

Tennis Court Rental’ (outdoors)

Deposit - $100

Deposit - $100°

PF = Parking Fee (events with paid parking)

Business Rate $10/hour/court $40/hour

Nonprofit Rate $10/hour/court $35/hour
Basketball Court Rental’ (outdoors) Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°

Business Rate $10/hour/court $25/hour

Nonprofit Rate $10/hour/court $20/hour
Taylor Way Rentals

PSF= Per Site Fee (for all camping rentals)

Taylor Way — Grass Area (Parking)

Deposit — N/A

Deposit - $200°

Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $175 + 20% of PF
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $375 + 20% of PF
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $150 + 20% of PF
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $350* + 20% of PF

Taylor Way — Grass Area (Events)
Special Event Permit Required

Deposit — N/A

Deposit - $300°

Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $225
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $425!
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $200
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $400!

Taylor Way — Grass Area (Camping)
Special Event Permit Required

Deposit — N/A

Deposit - $300°

Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $225 + $5 PSF
Business Rate - Full Day/Overnight® N/A $425' + $5 PSF
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $200 + $5 PSF
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day/Overnight® N/A $400' + $5 PSF
Bike Park — Consider as Future Addition Deposit — N/A Deposit — N/A
Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A N/A
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A N/A
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A N/A
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A N/A

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake

Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description

\ Current Fee \

Suggested

Horse Arena Rentals

Horse Arena — Arena Only Deposit - $100 Deposit - $100°
Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) $50 $150
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) $100 $300!
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) $50 $125
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) $100 $275!

Horse Arena — Arena & Grass (Events) Deposit - $100 Deposit - $300°
Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $250
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $400*
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $225
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $375*

Horse Arena — Arena & Grass (Parking) Deposit - $100 Deposit - $200°
Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $225 +20% PF
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $375* +20% PF
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $200 +20% PF
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $350* +20% PF

Horse Arena — Grass Only (Parking) Deposit — N/A Deposit - $100°
Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $125 +20% PF
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $275* +20% PF
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $100 + 20% PF
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $250* +20% PF

Horse Arena — Grass Only (Events) Deposit — N/A Deposit - $200°
Business Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $150
Business Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $300!
Nonprofit Rate - Half Day (4 Hours) N/A $125
Nonprofit Rate - Full Day (8 Hours) N/A $275!

Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description | Current Fee \ Suggested
Special Event Fees
Application Fee $80 $100
Administrative Processing Fees - Regular N/A N/A
Applications (Minor) — 14+ Days from Event N/A $25
Applications (Moderate) — 30+ Days from Event $80 $75
Applications (Major*) — 90+ Days from Event $80 $125
Administrative Processing Fees - Expedited +8§25 See below
Applications (Minor) — <14 Days from Event N/A $50
Applications (Moderate) — <30 Days from Event N/A $150!
Applications (Major*) — <90 Days from Event N/A $250!
Cancellation Fees
Skate/Birthday Parties — 14 days+ from event 50% refund/2 wks 50% refund if >2 weeks
Minor Events - 7 days or less from event N/A $20 fee
Moderate Events — 14 days or less days from event N/A $50 fee
Major Events — 14 Days or less from event N/A $100 fee
Traffic Control Fees
Administrative Review Fee N/A $75
Barricade Fee (per barricade/street closure) $10/Dozen $50/street closure/day
Cone Fee (Preserves Resident Parking — Per Day) N/A $75/day
Miscellaneous Event Fees
Alcoholic Beverage Charge (Per Day — SERVED) $15 $75/day
Alcoholic Beverage Charge (Per Day — SOLD) $15 $100/day
Porta Potty Fee (Per Day) N/A $75/day
Concession Sales Fee (Per Day) — Non Food Truck N/A $75/day
Food Truck Vendor Fee (Per Truck/Per Day) N/A $25/truck/day
-Non City Sponsored Events — paid by Event Host
Craft/Other Vendor Fee (Total Cost/Day) N/A $75/day
- Non City Sponsored Events — paid by Event Host
Food Truck Vendor Fee (Per Truck/Per Day) $75/event/day
-City Sponsored Event — from Food Truck to City
Craft/Other Vendor Fee (Per Vendor/Per Day) $25/vendor
- City Sponsored Event — from Vendor to City

Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26




City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Description | Current Fee \ Suggested
Other Fees
Clean Up Fee Deposit Used $75
Key Deposit N/A $10
Lost Key Fee N/A $50
Bill Nessler Car Show Registration $50/person $40/Resident
$50/Non Resident
Concession/Merchandise Items N/A $1-$50
- (price varies per item)
Equipment Rental Fees N/A Deposit - $50
Projector (84" Screen) N/A $75
Projector (150" Screen) N/A $125
Projector (300" Screen) N/A $175
Speaker Add on (for Projector Rentals) N/A $50
Full Sound System Rental (w/ Mains) — Per Day N/A $200
Full Sound System Rental (w/o Mains) — Per Day N/A $150
Full Sound System Setup + Sound Staff — Per Day N/A $300 (1 Day)
- equipment must stay setup - $200 (each additional day
- rental not to exceed 3 days’
Plastic Folding Table Fee (per table) N/A $5/table
Staffing Fees
Based on City’s Fully Burdened Rate
Barricades/Traffic Control Setup N/A $50/hour
Grounds Prep (Outside of Regular Maintenance) N/A $40/hour
Traffic Control Personnel — City Staff N/A $25/hour/pers0n
Event Personnel — Recreation Staff N/A $25/hour/person
On Site for day of event — per person
Event Personnel — Recreation Supervisors N/A $45/h0ur/pers0n
On Site for day of event — per person
Other Personnel: City Manager N/A $100/hour/day
Other Personnel: Public Works Supervisor N/A $60/hour/day
Discounts
Nonprofit/School Discount -$25 -$5/hr (hourly rentals)
-$25 (half/full day rentals)
Repeat Customer/Senior Discount - Rentals N/A 10% off total
Resident (Blue Lake) Discount N/A Discount Varies:
Camp (Daily - $10/Weekly - $25)
Classes/Drop In - $1 off

Feedback Box:

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23

Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26
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City of Blue Lake
Parks and Recreation Fee Schedule Proposal

Footnote Guide

1 Subject to approval from applicable entities

2 2 hour minimum rental

3 Shall damage occur to park facilities and/or grounds from/during event; tenant will be
billed to address on file for additional fees from repair; including but not limited to staff,
equipment replacement, and clean up fees.

4  Facility rental fees do not include any applicable event host, staffing, or equipment fees.
Staffing fees are based on the fully burdened wage of assigned staff
(see Special Event Fees/Staffing Fees)

5 Perigot Park Rentals do not include Prasch Hall Restroom Access — See Prasch Hall for
Restroom Rate

6 Overnight Rental Restrictions apply for all camping rentals taking place on City property.

Current Fee Schedule last approved by City Council on 4/25/23
Administrative Draft — E Wood — 2/24/26 11



A NotebookLM



Our Five Commissions Are Specialists,
Each With a Unique and Vital Role

Planning
Commission

Mandated by state
law to guide land use
and implement the
General Plan.

Economic
Development
Commission

Tasked with revenue
generation,

business growth,
and managing the
Blue Lake Business
Park.

Public Safety
Commission

Serves as the
community liaison
for crime, traffic
safety, and
emergency
preparedness.

Arts & Heritage
Commission

Promotes culture,
preserves history,
and includes unique
roles like like

Wiyot cultural
representation.

Parks &
Recreation
Commission

Advises on parks,
community events,
and recreation
programs,

with a focus on
operational
involvement.



City Committees & Commissions:
Roles, Responsibilities, and Structure

Land use, zoning,
General Plan

Crime, traffic,
emergency
preparedness

Recreation,
parks, events,
volunteers

Business park,
zoning, tourism,
small business

Arts, culture, Wiyot
heritage, historic
preservation

Heritage

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

City residency
No None only None
g 2/5 can
S Seem e g | 2kl
No 3-mile radius
0 Local 1/5 may work in
( Azfi?/e) volunteers 1-mile radius ais
Business :
Q . Industry/business
No %%Témj;:r}; expertise required bigne
Artists, Wiyot  Cultural/creative .
Yes reps, cultural expertise 1%2%2?2’
(Advisory) leaders encouraged



3. Negatives: Weaknesses & Risks

OLD SYSTEM WEAKNESSES

The ‘Quorum Crisis’

Frequent cancellations (especially
Arts & Heritage) due to lack of
members stall city business.

Operational Silos

Commissions duplicate efforts
(e.g., Arts and Parks both
planning events separately).

Conflicting Advice

Council often receives fragmented
or contradictory recommendations
from different bodies.

Admin Overload

Requires 4-5 separate agenda
packets, minutes, and staff nights
out per month.

513 NEW SYSTEM RISKS

&[°

P

Loss of Depth

Niche topics may get ‘lost’' in a
large, general agenda, leading to
shallow 'box-checking’ reviews.

“d

GENERIC IDENTITY

Identity Dilution

Losing specific commission
names might hurt fundraising or
volunteer retention attached to
those specific causes.

Agenda Overload
Combining 4 commissions could
create long, unfocused meetings

that cause volunteer burnout.

Power Concentration

Fewer seats means fewer voices;
strong personalities could dominate
the unified group.



2. Positives: Strengths of Each Model

OLD SYSTEM STRENGTHS
Deep Participation Distinct Focus
Specialization Volume Identity Meetings can deep-
Each commission Offers ~20 total Donors and volunteers  dive into niche topics
(e.g., Arts) builds deep ~ seats, allowingmore  often rally around a for hours without
subject-matter expertise  citizens to hold a specific brand being rushed by
without distraction. formal title. (e.g.,'Parks & Rec').  other agenda items.

Distinct Identity
Donors and volunteers Focus
oftenrally arounda  Meetings can deep-dive

Deep Specialization
Each commission

(e.g., Arts) builds deep specific brand (e.g.. into niche topics for
subject-matter expertise "Parks & Rec'). hours without being
without distraction. rushed by other agenda

items.

NEW SYSTEM STRENGTHS

Holistic Decision Making

Brings all experts (business, safety, arts)
into one room, preventing "siloed” decisions.

Unified Voice

Council receives one coordinated
recommendation rather than
conflicting advice from different bodies.

Reliable Quorum

The use of 3 alternates ensures meetings
actually happen, solving the cancellation crisis.

Administrative Efficiency
Reduces staff workload by ~75-80%
(one monthly packet vs. five).



Solving Structural Inefficiency:
Benefits of Commission Consolidation

Current Multi-Commission System:
Problems & Fragmentation

Proposed Consolidated Commission:
Solutions & Efficiency

The “Quorum Crisis”

& Cancellations

Frequent meeting cancellations
due to lack of quorum; difficult to
maintain attendance across 5 bodies.

Excessive Administrative
Burden
High administrative overhead;

multiﬂle agenda packets/minutes
monthly; statf time inefficient.

Operational Silos
& Redundancy

Commissions work in silos;

duplicating efforts (e.g., separate

event planning).

Fragmented
Recommendations

to Council

Conflicting, separate
recommendations; disjointed

advice to Council.

u " “Clean & Safe”
Lack of “Clean & Safe . g
Coordination Aligned Planning

Disconnect between economic
goals and safety reality.

CONSOLIDATION

N

75-80%
Reduction

Unified Unified
@"ﬂ“ﬁw

Civic Bench Strength &
Consistent Meetings
Pool of 3 alternate members
ensures quorum, meetings
proceed reliably.

Streamlined Administration
& Reduced Workload
One agenda/minutes per month;

significantly reduces staff
administrative time.

Joint Planning &
Coordinated Efforts
Eliminates overlap; enables
joint planning for events, grants,
projects in one room.

Coordinated
Advice Package
One coordinated advice

package balancing all needs;
clear recommendations.

Business plans immediately
vetted for safety/traffic;
integrated approach.



Revised Structure: Community Advisory Commission (7 Members)

Members appointed solely for subject matter expertise to advise the Council directly on specific domains. No 'Liaison' roles.

[ #338h Composition: 7 Voting Members + 2 Alternates. ]

?.{" Economic Vitality & Business Strategy (2 Members) @ Arts, Culture & Heritage (2 Members)

Role Definition: Role Definition:
+ Analyze and advise on the city's economic health. . Inte?rate cultural identity and historical preservation into city Folicy.
» Strategies for business retention, commercial land use optimization, and « Public art curating, historical asset protection, and the cultural framing of civic
revenue generation, programs.
Key Competencies: _ _ . Key Campetencies:
« Business management, finance, real estate, or economic planning. « Arts administration, history, cultural anthropology, or creative design.

Function: They ensure that every commission recommendation—whether for a

festival or a new trail—is vetted for its economic impact and potential to generate Pincbion; They ensiice Uit cily decisions ceflect the commigy 8 unique entty

and history, preventing “generic” develapment.

city revenue.
ty _JBN /
52 Parks, Recreation & Facilities (2 Members) * Wild Card Position (1 Member)
Role Definition: ) ) ) ) Role Definition:
» Strategic oversight of the city's physical recreational assets and programming. - Adaptable member with diverse expertise to address emerging city needs or
« Park maintenance priorities, trail connectivity, and the logistical execution of special projects as identified by Council or Commission.
community use of public space. Key Competencies:

Key Competencies:

« Facility management, landscape architecture, recreation planning, or event » Generalist with broad public sector, project management, or specialized

logistics domain knowledge relevant to current priorities.
Function: They focus on the operational viability of projects—ensuring that if the R ; i g i :
commission proposes an idea, it is physically and logistically possible to Function: Provides flexibility and fills specific knowledge gaps as they arise.

3 implement within the city's facilities.
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Revised Structure: Community Advisory Commission (9 Members)

Members appointed solely for subject matter expertise to advise the Council directly on specific domains. No 'Liaison' roles.

Liéﬁi& Composition: 9 Voting Members. ]

?“/i Economic Vitality & Business Strategy (3 Members)

@ Arts, Culture & Heritage (3 Members)

Role Definition: Role Definition: . )

« Analyze and advise on the city's economic health, . InteFrate cultural identity and historical preservation into city Follcy.

« Strategies for business retention, commercial land use optimization, and « Public art curating, historical asset protection, and the cultural framing of civic

revenue generation. programs.

Key Competencies: _ i i Key Campetencies: ) )

« Business management, finance, real estate, or economic planning. « Arts administration, history, cultural anthropology, or creative design.
Function: They ensure that every commission recommendation—whether for a Function: They ensure that city decisions reflect the community’s unique identity
fgts;uval or a new trail—is vetted for its economic impact and potential to generate and history, preventing “generic” development.
city revenue.
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E£ Parks, Recreation & Facilities (3 Members)

Role Definition:
- Strategic oversight of the city's physical recreational assets and programming.
« Park maintenance priorities, trail connectivity, and the logistical execution of
community use of public space.
Key Competencies:
. 'Faqility management, landscape architecture, recreation planning, or event
ogistics.
Function: They focus on the operational viability of projects—ensuring that if the
commission proposes an idea, it is physically and loglstically possible to
L implement within the city's facilities.




Community Growth Ecosystem: Departmental Roles & Synergy

Arts & Heritage

Core Focus: Expansion & Initiation

Key Strengths/Activities: Driving the
vision and initiating new ideas. They
provide the "creative spark” and
technical expertise.

4~ Economic Development
/ Core Focus: Legislation & Strategy

Key Strengths/Activities: Navigating
zoning and ordinances. They provide

the "legal path"” to unblock projects.
Parks & Recreation

Core Focus: Execution & Finance

Key Strengths/Activities: Fundraising,
volunteer coordination, and active
operational management. They bring
the “manpower” and budget.
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RETHINKING CITY COMMISSIONS: FROM SILOS TO SYNERGY

THE CURRENT MODEL: MULTIPLE COMMISSIONS

Fragmented and Redundant

Separate commissions often work in silos, . Mg ¢
duplicating efforts on overlapping topics like H'Qh Administrative Burden PERFORMANCE\
tourism and community events. Requires 4 5 separate agendas, SCORECARD

minotes, and staff haisone each month,
consuming significant staff time.

(STAFF ANALYSIS)
Efficiency & Admin Cost

AN

- =)
3/10 9/10
Quarum Reliability

Cross-Topic Coordination

| 410 10/10
Expertise Depth

Y

Economic Dev. |
| Commission

Prone to Quorum Failure
Small memberships lead to frequent

meeting cancellations, stalling progress G >
and discouraging public participation. 9/10 7/10 /

PUUEG
Community Events
Commission

Integrated and Coordinated
A single body encourages holistic decisions
that balance economic, cultural, and
recreational needs.

Streamlined and Efficient
Consolidating into one monthly meeting
could reduce administrative staff time
by up to 80%.

~ 7 =, = Y,
J Community Advisory | 7
\ __Commission —

Reduced Admin Time
(up to 60%)
A L 1 Alternate Mempers /
Built for Continuity ®  Future Pipeline

Adding alternate members ensures
meetings can proceed and creates
a pipeline of trained future
commissioners.
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EVOLUTION OF CITY COMMISSIONS: STANDARDIZING THE FRAMEWORK

OLD COMMISSIONS (CURRENT STATE)
Diverse & Independent Structures

e

PLANNING
COMMISSION

%

ARTS & CULTURE
COMMISSION

DISPARATE
PROCEDURES

PARKS &
RECREATION
COMMISSION

>

STANDARDIZED FRAMEWORK (PROPOSED STATE)

Unified & Consistent Operations

PLANNING COMMISSION

o B KRe

PLANNING UNIFIED  STANDARD  SHARED
BY-LAWS  MEETING  RESOURCES
COMMISSION PROCEDURES

ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION

Cs RN D
B £

UNIFIED STANDARD SHARED
A?;Biﬂq?gégj,f E BY-LAWS MEETING RESOURCES

PROCEDURES

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

PRCRS

PARKS &  UNIFIED CONSISTENT STANDARD  SHARED
RECREATION BY-LAWS REPORTING MEETING RESOURCES

COMMISSION PROCEDURES

CITY COUNCIL &
ADMINISTRATION




BLUE LAKE CITY COMMISSIONS: A UNIFIED FRAMEWORK FOR STANDARDIZATION

Enhancing Efficiency, Clarity, and Community Engagement Through Policy Integration.

1. Standardized Structure
& Membership

—

‘;

© @ o - Size: All commissions (including
® @ © Public Safety, exeluding Planning)
T@®  consist of 3-5 Voting Members.

* Alternates: Each commission
includes 1 Non-Voting Alternate
‘ to serve as a quorum backup.

» Residency: A uniform “1-mile
\ radius® rule is applied for
TS greater Blue Lake community
25 participation. Members must be
=y Registered Voters.

S Terms: Appointments are
4 TBAHG standardized to 2-year terms,
M=, expiring on a consistent date
okl (e.g., Jan 30th of even years) to
streamline the process.

2. Independent Advisory Role

+ Core Function: Commissions act ﬂ « Consistent Feedback Loop: ik + Objective: To reduce
in an independent advisory role. i ) Ensures ongoing communication C-J[] administrative burden and
They provide In-depth research, v with the City Council. > prevent "meeting fatigue®.

receive and refine public input, and

make policy recommendations. N\ * Quarterly Reports: Standard * Rules of Order: Adoption of

, ‘?\ updates are provided to the City el Rosenberg's Rules of Order for

* Operational Scope: All work (=) Council every three months. all commission meetings.
must be conducted through an

=
& approved annual work plan. + Annual Work Plans: Submitted

+ Agenda Setting: Agendas are

* Restrietions: Commissions are every January, these drafted by the Chair and Staff
' Advisory Only to the City Council. documents outline goals for the Liaison three weeks in
They have no independent , year that must align with the advance and reviewed by the
spending authority, cannot enter City’s strategic vision and budget. Council Liaison.
gﬁg&ﬁ,’gﬁf}iﬁ}}? ganneLEsle + Public Engagement: The + Meeting Cap: Commissions
\((oE o)) advisory body provides must adhere to standard
Q « Oversight: All activities are research and refines templates and time
c’/ reviewed and guided by a input received from management practices to
designated Councll Liaison. the Public. prevent overtime.

*Note: This framework applies to all commissions except for specific exemptions mentioned, such as Planning in Section 1. | Would you like me to convert this text into a professional PDF handout or a slide deck outline?*



ITS AN ESTIMATE AND THE TIME COULD BE EVEN HIGHER

MEETING BREAKDOWN
(Time per Meeting)

Analysis of current time expenditure and proposed cost-saving alternatives.

CURRENT STATE OPTION I: ALL 4 REMAIN OPTION II: COMBINED COMMISSION

LAction: Go to "quarterly” ‘ 1. Full Consolidation

|
Frequ;)ncy: }—' , \ @ ¢ .5 prep/post
(1

[ Frequency: (16 mtgs) | Strueture:
J Pub Safe + (
A8H + P§R meels
+ Eco Dev monthly) 48 hrs + €9 .5videoup
& \ adlles 9 addt'l hrs

o
‘l' ¢ 1.5 present
OR . —
. 2. Partial Consolidation
Action: A )
LGo to “every other month" ( SHuctue ke ) ¢ 1.5 video down,

7 Public Safety (6) : INGIES pet:
T T . (Everyother month) | i’\ ‘
(2 even / 2 odd) 2 v "
< e :tructure Ig: : 22 brs Total:
rt r + Econ Dev i
m — SRl kT 4 hrs/meeting
. (meets every month)

4
£

Total Hours

192 hrs I

[ Current Total: ]




2. FERNDALE, CA: THE "LEAN" MODEL

A Streamlined, Low-Cost System with Minimal Advisory Bodies

The Structure Key Features & Management
“Lean” model (Population ~1,400)
Operates with a skeleton crew to prioritize simplicity, PUBLIC SAFETY MANAGEMENT
avoiding staff overtime and "dispatcher fatigue.” :
Ferndale has NO Public Safety
Commission. The Police Chief
l reports directly to the City ‘
M d Cit il. §
. /m\ PLANNING anager and City Counci =~
S : COMMISSION ublic Comment”

= CITY MANAGER

Concerns are addressed during “P
" or “Staff Report” in regular Council meetings.

POLICE CHIEF \
E STAFF TIME & AUTHORITY

NO SEPARATE COMMITTEES FOR ARTS, ECONOMIC cabn o .
Authority is strictly state- Planning
DEVELOPMENT, OR PUBLIC SAFETY. e b e
Membership & Terms focused entirely on the x
Planning Commission and m
0@ 5 MEMBERS onthe the Council, maximizing Focused

€@® planning Commission 4-YEAR TERMS efficiency. Staff Time



NOW THE CHOICE IS UP TO YOUT
BLUE LAKE AND BEYONDE

Happy Citizens overjoyed with the vibrant City of Blue Lake

THE JOURNEY BEGINS! THE VIBRANT CITY
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