
City of Blue Lake 
Post Office Box 458 - 111 Greenwood Road 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
Phone 707.668.5655 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 

 

City Council Agenda 
 Tuesday, April 7, 2026 ~ 6:30 p.m. ~ Special Council Meeting  

Skinner Store-111 Greenwood Road, Blue Lake California 
 

Unless Otherwise Noted, All Items on the Agenda are Subject to Action. 
Public Input can be given to the Council by emailing cityclerk@bluelake.ca.gov  until 

4:30 p.m. on the date of the meeting.  
 

PLEASE NOTE that live meeting logistics will be prioritized. The quality of the Zoom 
teleconference meeting cannot be guaranteed. Technical challenges experienced by either the 

participant or the City will not interrupt or halt the progress of the meeting. 
Public input may be facilitated by Zoom at the following meeting link:  

 
 Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83440143994?pwd=DFWO7wSdUBkTS0CmjKOk7U
B4ciquGg.1 

 
Meeting Id:  834 4014 3994       Passcode:   887214 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
3. ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISH A QUORUM OF THE COUNCIL 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS – The Public is invited to present petitions, 

make announcements, or provide other information to the City Council that is relevant to 
the scope of authority of the City of Blue Lake that is not on the agenda. The Council may 
provide up to 15 minutes for this public input session. To ensure that each individual 
presentation is heard, the Council may uniformly impose time limitations of 3 minutes for 
each individual presentation. The public will be given the opportunity to address items that 
are on the agenda at the time the Council takes up each specific agenda item. 

 
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL DISCUSSION OR ACTION 
6. Approval of Resolution No. 1257, Authorizing the City Manager to Execute 

Agreement To Convey An Easement And Joint Escrow Instructions between the City 
of Blue Lake and Erin McClure, in her capacity as Trustee of the Patricia Charley 
Trust. 

mailto:cityclerk@bluelake.ca.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83440143994?pwd=DFWO7wSdUBkTS0CmjKOk7UB4ciquGg.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83440143994?pwd=DFWO7wSdUBkTS0CmjKOk7UB4ciquGg.1


 
7. ADJOURN 
A request for disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aid or services, may be 
made by a person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in 
the public meeting, by contacting the City Clerk at 707-668-5655, at least 24 hours prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. 



   

 

 
 
 

 
 

Agenda Item #: 6 

Meeting Date: April 7, 2026 

Prepared By: Jennie Short, City Manager 

Subject:  Approval of Resolution No. 1257, Authorizing the City Manager to Execute 
Agreement To Convey An Easement And Joint Escrow Instructions between 
the City of Blue Lake and Erin McClure, in her capacity as Trustee of the 
Patricia Charley Trust 

Recommended 
Action:  

That the City Council, by roll call vote: 
1. Approve Resolution No. 1257 Authorizing the City Manager the Execute 

the subject agreement 
2. Direct the City Clerk to file the Notice of Exemption with the County 

Clerk and State Clearinghouse 
3. Other direction as appropriate. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Beginning in 2011, John Berchtold as City Manager began negotiating with the McClure Trust to renew 
the 100-year lease for the 400,000-gallon tank site easement, ten-foot waterline easement, and an 
ingress/egress access easement.  Since then, each City Manager has worked towards completing this 
process.  The trustee has changed over time and is currently Erin McClure.  The current City Attorney 
has spent many hours coordinating and negotiating with Ms. McClure. 
 
At long last, an Agreement to Convey and Easement and Joint Escrow Instructions including the 40-year 
lease of the easement has been agreed to by Ms. McClure.  On Friday, April 3rd Ms. McClure signed the 
agreement, and her attorney provided an electronic copy to me which is attached.  As part of the last-
minute details, Ms. McClure requested that the annual lease payment of $6,000 be paid to her by the 
City once the agreement had been signed, but before escrow had closed, because she needed it quicker 
than escrow could close.  As a concession, I agreed to such payment and informed her attorney via 
email that the check could be provided on April 10, 2026, once the agreement was executed.   
 
Upon receipt of the electronic copy of the signed agreement, I coordinated with Council to set up a 
special meeting on the next Tuesday and posted the agenda for this special meeting at three physical 
locations and on the City’s website.  That afternoon, Ms. McClure brought the original to City Hall.  When 
she found out that the check couldn’t be handed to her that afternoon and she would have to wait until 
after the special council meeting, she asked that I return the originals to her, which I did.  Her attorney 
has indicated that the originals will be supplied to the City. I have appended the Exhibit A & B to the 
Agreement. I am recommending that Council move forward with adopting Resolution 1257 authorizing 
the City Manager to execute the agreement on behalf of the City, subject to approval as to form by the 
City Attorney, once Ms. McClure or her attorney returns the originals to the City. 

City of Blue Lake 
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FISCAL IMPACT  
The financial impacts of the agreement are significant.  The following table summarizes the total 
payments to be made by the City to Ms. McClure, or future property owners, under the terms of the 
agreement. 
 
Description of Term Amount Paid 

Through Escrow 
Total for Annual or 
Future Payments 

Initial Purchase Amount 60,000  
Attorney Fees 5,000  
Vehicular Gate Reimbursement  13,000 
Pedestrian Gate Reimbursement  11,500 
Annual Payments of $6,000 with inflationary 
adjustments of 3.2% per year compounded annually 

 473,481 

Water Base Rates for 4 Accounts at current rate for 
40 years 

 88,704 

Water Consumption at 300,000 cubic feet per year 
for 40 years 

 228,000 

Total Compensation During 40-year Lease 65,000 814,685 
 $879,685 

 
The sequence of City payments is as follows: 

→ $5,000 deposit of purchase price into Escrow within 5 days of the effective date 
→ $6,000 annual payment for 2026 upon execution of agreement by both parties as a concession 

(modified from the Easement Agreement recital 6 setting the First Annual Payment due on 
Commencement Date) which will be April 8th should Council take the recommended action and 
the originals be delivered to the City 

→ $55,000 for remainder of purchase price into Escrow prior to Close of Escrow 
→ Buyer’s closing costs which are listed in 12.7.2 of the agreement (currently unknown total) 
→ Up to $5,000 of legal and professional fees reimbursed at the Close of Escrow  
→ Annual payments will be made in future years on the Commencement Date 
→ Provision of water service without charge to the additional “fourth” account (number 50590000) 

beginning the month containing the Commencement Date 

ALTERNATIVES 
Proceed with alternative acquisition methods. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Resolution No. 1257, Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Agreement To Convey An 
Easement And Joint Escrow Instructions between the City of Blue Lake and Erin McClure, in 
her capacity as Trustee of the Patricia Charley Trust  

2. Agreements with Exhibits B and C 
3. Notice of Exemption specifying property acquisition 

Review Information: 
 
City Manager Review:   ☒ Legal Review:   ☒ Planner Review:   ☐ Engineer:   ☐  
 
Comments:   
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RESOLUTION NO. 1257 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONVEY AN EASEMENT AND JOINT ESCROW 

INSTRUCTIONS WITH ERIN MCCLURE, AS TRUSTEE OF THE PATRICIA 
CHARLEY TRUST, AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF RELATED DOCUMENTS AND 
ACTIONS TO CLOSE ESCROW, AND FINDING THE ACTION EXEMPT FROM THE 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

WHEREAS, the City of Blue Lake (“City”) owns and operates a public water system 
serving the community; and  

WHEREAS, the City has for many decades operated, maintained, and accessed an 
existing water tank, water line, and related facilities located on real property owned by the 
Patricia Charley Trust (“Property”); and 

WHEREAS, the City and Erin McClure, as Trustee of the Patricia Charley Trust 
(“Grantor”), have negotiated an Agreement to Convey an Easement and Joint Escrow 
Instructions (“Agreement”) to formalize the City’s rights to use, operate, maintain, repair, 
replace, and access said facilities; and  

WHEREAS, the Agreement provides for, among other things, a purchase price, annual 
payments, and other terms and conditions acceptable to the City Council; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Agreement and finds it to be in the best 
interests of the City to approve and execute the Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that approval of the Agreement is exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 
15301 (Existing Facilities), as the project involves the continued operation, maintenance, 
permitting, and use of existing public utility facilities.  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUE LAKE DOES 
RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:  

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein.  

2. The Agreement to Convey an Easement and Joint Escrow Instructions, together with 
the Easement Deed and all exhibits thereto, is hereby approved in substantially the form 
presented to the City Council. 

3. The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on 
behalf of the City, subject to approval as to form by the City Attorney. 
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4. The City Manager, or designee, is further authorized to execute any and all documents, 
certificates, escrow instructions, amendments, and instruments, and to take any and all 
actions necessary or appropriate to consummate the transaction and close escrow, 
including but not limited to making minor, non-substantive changes approved by the City 
Attorney. 

5. The City Council finds that the project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and directs the City Clerk or designee to file 
a Notice of Exemption. 

6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Blue Lake 
at a special meeting held on April 7, 2026, by the following vote: 

AYES:  ______________________________________________ 

NOES: ______________________________________________ 

ABSTAIN: ______________________________________________ 

 
           
      John Sawatsky, Mayor 
Attest: 
     
Samantha Green, City Clerk 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
I, Samantha Green, City Clerk of the City of Blue Lake, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing resolution, City of Blue Lake Resolution No. 1257 was passed and adopted by 
the Blue Lake City Council at a special meeting on April 7, 2026. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the official Seal of 
the City of Blue Lake. 
 
__________________________________  
Samantha Green 
City Clerk of the City Council of the City of 
Blue Lake, County of Humboldt, State of 
California 

















































Easement Deed and Agreement 

 

Exhibit A 

 

Legal Description of Property 

 

 

 

 

To be supplied by Title Company  

During Escrow 



Easement Deed and Agreement 

 

Exhibit B 

 

Water Line Easement 

 

Tank Site Easement 

 

Access Easement 

 

  







Easement Deed and Agreement 

 

Exhibit C 

 

Depiction of Easement Area 

 

2 Sheets 

 

 







 

City of Blue Lake 
111 Greenwood Rd 

P.O. Box 458 
Blue Lake, Ca 95525 

 
 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
TO:   Humboldt County Clerk    Office of Planning and Research 
 825 5th Street, 5th Floor    P.O. Box 3044 

Eureka, CA 95501     Sacramento, CA  95812-3044 
 

PROJECT TITLE:  Blue Lake Water Storage Tank Replacement 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: CITY:  BLUE LAKE  COUNTY:  HUMBOLDT 

Tank 1 - Treated Water Storage Tank off Buckley Road.   
40°53'12.71"N     123°58'45.12"W 

 
DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: 

The project consists of acquiring the easements necessary to replace the existing leaking 
redwood water storage tank.  The beneficiaries are the community of Blue Lake. 

 
NAME OF PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT:  City of Blue Lake 
 
NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT:  City of Blue Lake 
 
Exempt Status: 

 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

XX Categorical Exemption.  Class 1, Existing facilities (CCR, title 14, Article 
19, Section 15301) 

 Statutory Exemption.   
 
Reason why this project is exempt: 

This is an existing redwood tank with an existing waterline and existing access road.   
The project consists of replacing the leaking tank with a tank of the same size and  
property acquisition necessary for continued operation of the water system. 

 
Lead Agency Contact Person:  Jennie Short  Phone Number:  (707)668-5655 
 
If filed by applicant: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes 

No 
 
 
Signature:  _____________________________     Date:  April 7, 2026   Title:  City Manager 
  Jennie Short 
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