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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
Monday, May 4th, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

1. Call to Order: Lin Glen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 1 

 2 

2. Roll Call and Establish a Quorum of the Commission 3 

 4 

Commissioners Present: Vice Chair Lin Glen, commissioners Angela Dare and Cynthia 5 

Carlson.  6 

Commissioners Absent: Chair Ted Hales and Secretary Don Schang. 7 

Council Liaison: Mayor Pro Tem Elise Scafani 8 

 9 

3. Approval of the Agenda –  10 

Motion by Cynthia Carlson to approve the agenda. Second by Angela Dare.  11 

Motion passed unanimously.  12 

 13 

4. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: None received. 14 

 15 

Items for Commissioner Discussion or Action 16 

 17 

5. Approve April 6, 2026, Minutes 18 

Lin Glen noted that corrections were made by City Clerk Green to draft line 32 (now 35) 19 

regarding the Agency Check in with Blue Lake Rancheria. 20 

 21 

Motion by Angela Dare to approve the minutes with corrections. Second by Cynthia 22 

Carlson.  23 

Motion passed unanimously 24 

 25 

6. Agency Check In: Blue Lake Fire, Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office, Blue Lake 26 

Rancheria, and Red Cross. 27 

 28 

Blue Lake Fire (BLF): Chief Vainuku shared statistics with the Commission regarding the 29 

number and types of calls the Fire Department responded to over the past month. He 30 

informed the Commission that the cause of the Leeverlen fire remains under investigation. 31 

Chief Vainuku also discussed the Department’s mutual aid agreements and noted that it is 32 

rare for two structure fires to occur simultaneously. He highlighted that many fire houses in 33 

Humboldt County are volunteer led (40+) and stated that BLF plans to increase outreach 34 

efforts soon. The Board meets on the third Monday of each month. 35 

 36 

Public Comment:  37 

• Mardi Grainger: Asked about keeping a crew and equipment in Blue Lake even 38 

when the department is responding to other fires. 39 

• Elise Scafani: Asked Chief Vainuku to share more about response time, outreach, 40 

upcoming events, and meeting times for the board. 41 
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 Blue Lake Rancheria: Police Chief Kevin Miller provided the Commission with an overview 42 

of his department here in Blue Lake. Chief Miller talked about the different levels of authority 43 

within the Tribal Police Department and how some of his officers are cross-deputized and 44 

some are Tribal only.  45 

 46 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) & Red Cross were not in attendance. 47 

No action  48 

 49 

7.  Key for HCSO Patrol Report Terms 50 

The Commission was provided with a list of key terms by the Humboldt County Sheriff’s 51 

Office to assist with the review of monthly incident reports. The key included the CAD 52 

incident codes and descriptions. No action 53 

 54 

8. Review of Monthly Sheriffs Incident Reports (4.6.26-4.26.26) 55 

The Commission and Liaison engaged in discussion regarding the contract with the 56 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office about services, costs, and the length of the contract.  57 

No action  58 

 59 

9. Update to Yearly Workplan 60 

Lin Glen discussed the desire to have this as a standing agenda item to keep up to date with 61 

it throughout the year. Since the workplan was not provided for the packet, the item was 62 

tabled for further discussion. No action  63 

 64 

10.  Emergency Operations Plan Ad Hoc Committee update.  65 

The City’s EOP was last updated in 2017, and the Commission has formed an Ad Hoc to 66 

review this plan and make suggestions to the city as deemed necessary. No action 67 

 68 

11.  Safety fair update.  69 

The Ad Hoc Committee met with Molly Homen from the resource center regarding the 70 

location, dates, and which organizations and trucks to invite. No action  71 

 72 

12.  I Street Traffic Plan Update 73 

Ted Hales presented the survey results to the City Council during the Regular Council 74 

Meeting on April 28, 2026. Council Liaison Elise Scafani suggested making a list of the 75 

safety priorities and following up with City Manager in preparation for the upcoming fiscal 76 

year. No action  77 

 78 

13.  Complaint Process 79 

The item was tabled for further discussion  80 

 81 

 82 
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14.  Future Agenda Items 83 

 Discuss Commission Meeting Time 84 

 Complaint Process 85 

 Workplan Review  86 

 87 

15.  Adjourn  88 

Motion by Cynthia Carlson to Adjourn. Second by Angela Dare. 89 

Motion passed unanimously and the Commission adjourned at 7:31 90 

 91 

Prepared by: Angela Dare and Samantha Green (City Clerk)  92 


