
 

 

Unless Otherwise Noted, All Items on the Agenda Are Subject to Action.

MEETING LOCATION: Skinner Store 111 Greenwood Road, Behind City Hall, Blue Lake. 

Public Input can be given to the Commission by contacting the City Clerk at 

cityclerk@bluelake.ca.gov, or by phone at 707-668-5655 until 4:00 p.m. on the date of the meeting. 

Written comments may be submitted via email or by submission to the City Clerk at City Hall. 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call and Establish a Quorum

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items – The Public is invited to present petitions, make 
announcements, or provide other information to the Commission that is relevant to the scope 
of authority of the City of Blue Lake that is not on the agenda.  The Commission may provide 
up to 15 minutes for this public input session.  To assure that each individual presentation is 
heard, the Commission may uniformly impose time limitations of 3 minutes to each 
individual presentation.  The public will be given the opportunity to address items that are 
on the agenda at the time the Commission takes up each specific agenda item.

Items for Commission Discussion or Action

5. Review Previously Approved May 4, 2026 Minutes with City Clerk Corrections

6. Approve June 1, 2026, Minutes

7. Agency Check-in: A) Blue Lake Fire. B) Humboldt County Sheriffs Office. C) Blue Lake 
Rancheria. D) Red Cross

8. Review of Monthly Sheriffs Incident Reports (5.25-6.28)

9. Firework Education Campaign Review and Discussion

10. Adopt Emergency Operation Plan Goals
11. 2026 Workplan Review

12. Safety Fair Discussion

13. Future Agenda Items

14. Motion to Adjourn

A request for disability-related modification or accommodation(s), including auxiliary aid or services, may be made by a person with a 

disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting, by contacting the City Clerk at 

707-668-5655, at least 24 hours prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

City of Blue Lake  

Public Safety Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

Monday July 6, 2026 at 7:00p.m 

mailto:cityclerk@bluelake.ca.gov
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
May 4th, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

1. Call to Order: Lin Glen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 1 

 2 

2. Roll Call and Establish a Quorum of the Commission 3 

 4 

Commissioners Present: Vice Chair Lin Glen, commissioners Angela Dare and Cynthia 5 

Carlson.  6 

Commissioners Absent: Chair Ted Hales and Secretary Don Schang. 7 

Council Liaison: Mayor Pro Tem Elise Scafani 8 

 9 

3. Approval of the Agenda –  10 

Motion by Cynthia Carlson to approve the agenda. Second by Angela Dare.  11 

Motion passed unanimously.  12 

 13 

4. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: None received. 14 

 15 

Items for Commissioner Discussion or Action 16 

 17 

5. Approve April 6, 2026, Minutes 18 

Lin Glen noted that corrections were made by City Clerk Green to draft line 32 (now 35) 19 

regarding the Agency Check in with Blue Lake Rancheria. 20 

 21 

Motion by Angela Dare to approve the minutes with corrections. Second by Cynthia 22 

Carlson.  23 

Motion passed unanimously 24 

 25 

6. Agency Check In: Blue Lake Fire, Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office, Blue Lake 26 

Rancheria, and Red Cross. 27 

 28 

Blue Lake Fire (BLF): Chief Vainuku shared statistics with the Commission regarding the 29 

number and types of calls the Fire Department responded to over the past month. He 30 

informed the Commission that the cause of the Leeverlen fire remains under investigation. 31 

Chief Vainuku also discussed the Department’s mutual aid agreements and noted that it is 32 

rare for two structure fires to occur simultaneously. He highlighted that many fire houses in 33 

Humboldt County are volunteer led (40+) and stated that BLF plans to increase outreach 34 

efforts soon. The Board meets on the third Monday of each month. 35 

 36 

Public Comment:  37 

• Mardi Grainger: Asked about keeping a crew and equipment in Blue Lake even 38 

when the department is responding to other fires. 39 

• Elise Scafani: Asked Chief Vainuku to share more about response time, outreach, 40 

upcoming events, and meeting times for the board. 41 
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
May 4th, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

 Blue Lake Rancheria: Police Chief Kevin Miller provided the Commission with an overview 42 

of his department here in Blue Lake. Chief Miller talked about the different levels of authority 43 

within the Tribal Police Department and how some of his officers are cross-deputized and 44 

some are Tribal only.  45 

 46 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) & Red Cross were not in attendance. 47 

No action  48 

 49 

7.  Key for HCSO Patrol Report Terms 50 

The Commission was provided with a list of key terms by the Humboldt County Sheriff’s 51 

Office to assist with the review of monthly incident reports. The key included the CAD 52 

incident codes and descriptions. No action 53 

 54 

8. Review of Monthly Sheriffs Incident Reports (4.6.26-4.26.26) 55 

The Commission and Liaison engaged in discussion regarding the contract with the 56 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office about services, costs, and the length of the contract.  57 

No action  58 

 59 

9. Update to Yearly Workplan 60 

Lin Glen discussed the desire to have this as a standing agenda item to keep up to date with 61 

it throughout the year. Since the workplan was not provided for the packet, the item was 62 

tabled for further discussion. No action  63 

 64 

10.  Emergency Operations Plan Ad Hoc Committee update.  65 

The City’s EOP was last updated in 2017, and the Commission has formed an Ad Hoc to 66 

review this plan and make suggestions to the city as deemed necessary. No action 67 

 68 

11.  Safety fair update.  69 

The Ad Hoc Committee met with Molly Homen from the resource center regarding the 70 

location, dates, and which organizations and trucks to invite. No action  71 

 72 

12.  I Street Traffic Plan Update 73 

Ted Hales presented the survey results to the City Council during the Regular Council 74 

Meeting on April 28, 2026. Council Liaison Elise Scafani suggested making a list of the 75 

safety priorities and following up with City Manager in preparation for the upcoming fiscal 76 

year. No action  77 

 78 

13.  Complaint Process 79 

The item was tabled for further discussion  80 

 81 

 82 
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
May 4th, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

14.  Future Agenda Items 83 

 Discuss Commission Meeting Time 84 

 Complaint Process 85 

 Workplan Review  86 

 87 

15.  Adjourn  88 

Motion by Cynthia Carlson to Adjourn. Second by Angela Dare. 89 

Motion passed unanimously and the Commission adjourned at 7:31 90 

 91 

Prepared by: Angela Dare and Samantha Green (City Clerk)  92 
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 1, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

1. Call to Order: Ted Hales called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 1 

 2 

2. Roll Call and Establish a Quorum of the Commission 3 

 4 

Commissioners Present: Chair Ted Hales, Vice Chair Lin Glen, Commissioners Angela 5 

Dare and Cynthia Carlson. 6 

Commissioners Absent: Secretary Don Schang 7 

Council Liaison: Mayor Pro Tem Scafani 8 

 9 

3. Approval of the Agenda –  10 

Motion by Lin Glenn to approve the agenda, Second by Cynthia Carlson.  11 

Motion passed unanimously. 12 

 13 

4. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 14 

• Mardi Grainger: Asked the Commission about the flyers from last year and banner 15 

regarding the Fourth of July and fireworks. 16 

• Kent Sawatzky: Supports the previous comment regarding fireworks. Feels that the 17 

potential of losing water source is biggest safety concern regarding the water tank on 18 

the McClure property.  19 

 20 

5. Approve May 4, 2026, Minutes 21 

Motion by Lin Glen to approve minutes. Second by Cynthia Carlson. 22 

Motion passed unanimously.  23 

 24 

6. Agency Check In: Blue Lake Fire, Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office, Blue Lake 25 

Rancheria, and Red Cross. 26 

 27 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office: Sgt Eckert did not have anything to report but 28 

reiterated that his office is available and encouraged the Commission to reach out with any 29 

concerns. 30 

  31 

Blue Lake Rancheria Police: Chief Miller did not have anything to report but wanted to 32 

make himself available to answer any questions. Lin Glen invited Chief Miller and his 33 

department to the upcoming Safety Fair on September 12th. 34 

 35 

Blue Lake Rancheria CalOES: Director Brittaney Lewis discusses the Tribal EOP, the 36 

hazard mitigation plan, and cert team creation funded through a grant from CalOES. They 37 

will be hiring a program manager full time and looks forward to participating in the Blue Lake 38 

City Safety Fair on September 12th.      39 

 40 

Blue Lake Fire and Red Cross were not in attendance 41 
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 1, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

Public Comment:  42 

• Kent Sawatzky: Happy to see a partnership developing with the Rancheria and 43 

the Sheriff’s Office. Values the contract with the Sheriff. 44 

No action 45 

 46 

7. Review of Monthly Sheriff’s Incident Reports (4.26.26-5.4.26)  47 

Sgt. Eckert with HCSO was available for questions and explained that they are trying to be 48 

more present regarding traffic enforcement in neighborhoods.  49 

 50 

Public Comment:  51 

• Kent Sawatzky: Spoke about the recent fentanyl arrest and the issues with the 52 

judicial system. 53 

No action 54 

 55 

8. Update to 2026 Workplan 56 

The Commission discussed the firework reduction education campaign in preparation for the 57 

Fourth of July. No Action 58 

 59 

9. Emergency Operations Plan Ad Hoc Committee Update 60 

In the process of reviewing and updating the EOP, looking into training opportunities, and 61 

collaborating with agencies within the jurisdiction. The Ad Hoc discussed their short term 62 

and long-term goals for the EOP review.  63 

 64 

Public Comment:  65 

• Kent Sawatzky: Suggested looking into Ferndale’s EOP.  66 

  67 

No action, but the Commission will bring the item back to adopt the goals that the Ad 68 

Hoc have identified.  69 

 70 

10.  Complaint Process - Discussion. 71 

Cynthia Carlson shared that she had a hard time finding the complaint form on the City’s 72 

website and suggested making it more accessible. Lin Glen confirmed that complaints are 73 

logged and tracked per her conversation with City Clerk Green. No action 74 

 75 

11.  Safety Fair Update 76 

The Commission discussed the Safety Fair during the Workplan item. The date for the 77 

Safety Fair has been finalized and will be held on September 12th from 10am to 2pm. No 78 

action 79 

 80 

 81 

 82 
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CITY OF BLUE LAKE 
CALIFORNIA 

111 Greenwood Road 
P.O. Box 458 

Blue Lake, CA 95525 
  

(707) 668-5655 
Fax: (707) 668-5916 
www.bluelake.ca.gov 
  

Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 1, 2026, ~ 7:00 p.m. ~ Regular Commission Meeting 

Skinner Store Building ~ 111 Greenwood Rd., Blue Lake ~ Behind City Hall 

12.  Future agenda items:  83 

 4th of July fireworks.  84 

 Annie and Mary Day Festival. 85 

 Adopt EOP Ad Hoc plan.  86 

 Complaint Process (website update). 87 

 88 

13. Adjourn  89 

 90 

Motion by Angela Dare, second by Lin Glen.  91 

Motion passed unanimously and the Commission adjourned at 8:12 pm. 92 

 93 

Prepared by: Angela Dare and Samantha Green (City Clerk) 94 
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Call Type Count
 

Transfer to Other Agency 8
Blue Lake Patrol 7
Patrol Check 5
Petty Theft 5
Dispatch Report 4
Follow Up 4
Traffic Stop 4
Unwanted Subject 4
Extra Patrol Request 3
Suspicious Person 3
911 Misdialed 2
Assault and Battery 2
Reckless Driver 2
Restraining Order Violation 2
Suspicious Circumstance 2
Threats Report 2
BOLO 1
Disabled Veh 1
Disturbance General 1
Domestic Violence 1
Foot Patrol 1
Hit and Run with Injury 1
Intoxicated Subject 1
Man Down 1
Neighbor Problem 1
Pedestrian Stop 1
Rabid Animal 1
Runaway Juvenile 1
Stolen Vehicle 1
Trespassing 1
Vehicle Investigation 1
Welfare Check 1
Total 75

June 2026 Incidents
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Blue Lake Emergency Operation Plan Review 2026 

 Blue Lake Public Safety Commission Ad-Hoc Committee Goals 
BLPSC Ad Hoc Committee members: Chair Ted Hales and Vice-Chair Lin Glen 

 

Short Term 

 

-The Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) will be updated and usable during the Tabletop  

  Emergency Simulation Drill planned for 2027 

 

-City Staff will be able use the EOP to prepare for the Tabletop Emergency Simulation drill 

 

-After EOP reviews, the PSC will provide City Manager Jennie Short with:   

+suggestions for updates of outdated information and additions of missing information  

+an operational/practical pull-out section of the EOP for staff including roles and 

responsibilities and a current contact list for the people/agencies that staff may need to 

work with to respond to emergencies, including a plan for annual updates  

 

-The Committee will also review Blue Lake’s Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP)  

 

-The PSC will provide the Blue Lake City Council with a report on their review of Blue  

  Lake’s Emergency Operations Plan and Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) including: 

+the emergencies most likely to happen in Blue Lake 

+overview of Blue Lake’s EOP and HMP 

+how the city fits into the County and State’s emergency systems  

+awareness of the Blue Lake Rancheria’s EOP and HMP and any opportunities for  

  jurisdictions to work together  

+overview of Humboldt County and 6 other incorporated city’s EOP/HMP plans 

 

Long term 

 

-Educate Blue Lake citizens about: 

+most likely emergencies in Blue Lake 

+actions citizens can take to prepare themselves and their families for emergencies 

+emergency preparation, mitigation, and recovery resources available to citizens  

+resources the city of Blue Lake can offer to citizens and actions the city has taken to  

  prepare for emergencies  

 
June 2026 



Blue Lake Public Safety Commission 2026 Workplan 

April – December 
 

“PURPOSE: (the Public Safety Commission) acts as a liaison to the community and the Council in matters relating to public 

safety; these issues include traffic and pedestrian safety, emergency preparedness and response activities, and neighborhood 

safety. The Commission will study, report to, and advise the City Council upon any matter regarding public safety and the 

City’s efforts to control and reduce criminal activities of all types.” - from Blue Lake City Ordinance No. 524 

 

 

-Educate citizens on how to bring traffic safety concerns to the City’s attention, make 

recommendations for traffic safety improvements to the City Council when needed  

--MAY/JUNE - ONGOING 

 

-Conduct “Safer 4th of July” fireworks reduction education campaign for the Fourth of July 

-- JUNE/JULY 

 

-Review the 2017 City of Blue Lake Emergency Operations Plan – goals: make update 

recommendations to city council, educate public, begin planning for a city simulated 

disaster response drill for 2027 --   APRIL -  ongoing until complete 

 

-Plan and hold annual Blue Lake Community Safety Fair  

--JULY - SEPTEMBER 

 

-Educate the public and encourage participation in the statewide earthquake 

preparedness program – the Great Shakeout on October 15th  

--SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  

 

-Assess progress on 2026 Work Plan, create 2027 Work Plan   

--OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  

 

-Conduct “Safer New Years’ Eve” fireworks reduction education campaign for New Years 

Eve --NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

 

-Respond to City Council requests for support and recommendations related to public 

safety --ONGOING  

 

 

Other possible activities: 

 

-Publicize National Night Out 2nd Tuesday in August with assistance from the Sheriff’s 

Neighborhood Watch program  



City Hall Parking lot 
111 Greenwood Ave
Blue Lake ca 95525

September 12   | Free Enteryth

Information booths
Touch-a-Truck

Safety Swag
Raffle Prizes & More

C O M M I SS I O N  P R E S E N TS

CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity
Safety FairSafety FairSafety FairSafety Fair

join us for a day of safety demos, fun facts,
and great training to keep you and your

family safe!

P U B L I C  SA F E T Y  

E V E N T  H I G H L I G H T S

10:00am
 till 

2:00pm

T H E
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